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Book Of 15 KINGS

CHAPTER 1

1 Now King David was old, advanced in years; and they put covers on him, but he could
not get warm. 2 Therefore his servants said to him, “Let a young woman, a virgin, be
sought for our lord the king, and let her stand before the king, and let her care for him;
and let her lie in your bosom, that our lord the king may be warm.”

3 So they sought for a lovely young woman throughout all the territory of Israel, and
found Abishag the Shunammite, and brought her to the king. 4 The young

woman was very lovely; and she cared for the king, and served him; but the king did not
know her/have sexual relations.

5 Then Adonijah the son of Haggith exalted himself, saying, “I will be King”; and he
prepared for himself chariots and horsemen, and fifty men to run before him. 6 (And his
father had not rebuked him at any time by saying, “Why have you done so?”

He was also very good-looking. His mother had borne him after Absalom.)

7 Then he conferred with Joab the son of Zeruiah and with Abiathar the priest, and they
followed and helped Adonijah. 8 But Zadok the priest, Benaiah the son of

Jehoiada, Nathan the prophet, Shimei, Rei, and the mighty men who belonged to David
were not with Adonijah.

9 And Adonijah sacrificed sheep and oxen and fattened cattle by the stone of Zoheleth,
which is by En Rogel; he also invited all his brothers, the king’s sons, and all the men of
Judah, the king’s servants. 10 But he did not invite Nathan the prophet, Benaiah, the
mighty men, or Solomon his brother.

11 So Nathan spoke to Bathsheba the mother of Solomon, saying, “Have you not heard
that Adonijah the son of Haggith has become king, and David our lord does not

know it? 12 Come, please, let me now give you advice, that you may save your own life
and the life of your son Solomon.

13 Go immediately to King David and say to him, ‘Did you not, my lord, O king, swear
to your maidservant, saying, “Assuredly your son Solomon shall reign after me, and he
shall sit on my throne”? Why then has Adonijah become king?’ 14 Then, while you are
still talking there with the king, | also will come in after you and confirm your words.”

15 So Bathsheba went into the chamber to the king. (Now the king was very old, and
Abishag the Shunammite was serving the king.) 16 And Bathsheba bowed and did
homage to the king. Then the king said, “What is your wish?”

17 Then she said to him, “My lord, you swore by the Lord your God to your
maidservant, saying, ‘Assuredly Solomon your son shall reign after me, and he shall sit
on my throne.’ 18 So now, look Adonijah has become king; and now, my lord the king,
you do not know about it.

19 He has sacrificed oxen and fattened cattle and sheep in abundance, and has invited all



the sons of the king, Abiathar the priest, and Joab the commander of the army; but
Solomon your servant he has not invited. 20 And as for you, my lord, O king, the eyes of
all Israel are on you, that you should tell them who will sit on the throne of my lord the
king after him. 21 Otherwise it will happen, when my lord the king rests with his fathers,
that | and my son Solomon will be counted as offenders.”

22 And just then, while she was still talking with the king, Nathan the prophet also came
in. 23 So they told the king, saying, “Here is Nathan the prophet.” And when he came in
before the king, he bowed down before the king with his face to the ground. 24 And
Nathan said, “My lord, O king, have you said, ‘Adonijah shall reign after me, and he
shall sit on my throne’?

25 For he has gone down today and has sacrificed oxen and fattened cattle and sheep in
abundance, and has invited all the king’s sons, and the commanders of the army, and
Abiathar the priest; and look They are eating and drinking before him; and they

say, ‘Long live King Adonijah.’

26 But he has not invited me—me your servant—nor Zadok the priest, nor Benaiah the
son of Jehoiada, nor your servant Solomon. 27 Has this thing been done by my lord the
king, and you have not told your servant who should sit on the throne of my lord the
king after him?”

28 Then King David answered and said, “Call Bathsheba to me.” So, she came into the
king’s presence and stood before the king. 29 And the king took an oath and

said, “As the Lord lives, who has redeemed my life from every distress, 30 just as |
swore to you by the Lord God of Israel, saying, ‘Assuredly Solomon your son shall be
king after me, and he shall sit on my throne in my place,’ so I certainly will do this day.”

31 Then Bathsheba bowed with her face to the earth, and paid homage to the king, and
said, “Let my lord King David live forever.”

32 And King David said, “Call to me Zadok the priest, Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah
the son of Jehoiada.” So they came before the king. 33 The king also said to them, “Take
with you the servants of your lord, and have Solomon my son ride on my own mule and
take him down to Gihon.

34 There let Zadok the priest and Nathan the prophet anoint him king over Israel;

and blow the horn, and say, ‘Long live King Solomon’ 35 Then you shall come up after
him, and he shall come and sit on my throne, and he shall be King in my place. For |
have appointed him to be ruler over Israel and Judah.”

36 Benaiah the son of Jehoiada answered the king and said, “Amen May the Lord God
of my lord the king say so too. 37 As the Lord has been with my lord the king, even so
may He be with Solomon, and make his throne greater than the throne of my lord King
David.”

38 So Zadok the priest, Nathan the prophet, Benaiah the son of Jehoiada,



the Cherethites, and the Pelethites went down and had Solomon ride on King David’s
mule, and took him to Gihon. 39 Then Zadok the priest took a horn of oil from the
tabernacle and anointed Solomon. And they blew the horn, and all the people

said, “Long live King Solomon” 40 And all the people went up after him; and the people
played the flutes and rejoiced with great joy, so that the earth seemed to split with their
sound.

41 Now Adonijah and all the guests who were with him heard it as they finished eating.
And when Joab heard the sound of the horn, he said, “Why is the city in such a noisy
uproar?” 42 While he was still speaking, there came Jonathan, the son of Abiathar the
priest. And Adonijah said to him, “Come in, for you are a prominent man, and bring
good news.”

43 Then Jonathan answered and said to Adonijah, “No Our lord King David has made
Solomon king. 44 The king has sent with him Zadok the priest, Nathan the prophet,
Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, the Cherethites, and the Pelethites; and they have made him
ride on the king’s mule.

45 So Zadok the priest and Nathan the prophet have anointed him king at Gihon; and
they have gone up from there rejoicing, so that the city is in an uproar. This is the noise
that you have heard.

46 Also Solomon sits on the throne of the Kingdom. 47 And moreover the king’s
servants have gone to bless our lord King David, saying, ‘May God make the name of
Solomon better than your name, and may He make his throne greater than your
throne.” Then the king bowed himself on the bed. 48 Also the king said thus,

‘Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, who has given one to sit on my throne this day,
while my eyes see it.””

49 So all the guests who were with Adonijah were afraid, and arose, and each one went
his way.

50 Now Adonijah was afraid of Solomon; so he arose, and went and took hold of the
horns of the altar. 51 And it was told Solomon, saying, “Indeed Adonijah is afraid of
King Solomon; for look, he has taken hold of the horns of the altar, saying, ‘Let King
Solomon swear to me today that he will not put his servant to death with the sword.””

52 Then Solomon said, “If he proves himself a worthy man, not one hair of him shall fall
to the earth; but if wickedness is found in him, he shall die.” 53 So King Solomon sent
them to bring him down from the altar. And he came and fell down before King
Solomon; and Solomon said to him, “Go to your house.”

CHAPTER 2

1 As David’s time to die drew near, he charged Solomon his son, saying, 2 “I am going
the way of all the earth. Be strong, therefore, and show/prove yourself a real man._



3 Keep the charge of the Lord your God, to --walk in His ways, to keep/Do His statutes,
His commandments, His ordinances, and His testimonies, according to what is written in
the Law of Moses --that you may Succeed/prosper in all that you do and wherever you
turn, 4 so that the Lord may carry out His promise which He spoke concerning me,
saying, ‘If your sons are Careful of their way, to Walk before Me in Truth with All their
Heart and with All Their Soul, you shall not lack a man on the throne of Israel.’

10 Then David slept/died with his fathers and was buried in the city of David. 11 The
days that David --reigned over Israel were forty years: seven years he reigned in Hebron
and thirty-three years he reigned in Jerusalem.

12 And Solomon sat on the Throne of David his father, and his Kingdom was firmly
established.

13 Now Adonijah the son of Haggith came to Bathsheba the mother of Solomon. So she
said, “Do you come peaceably?”

And he said, “Peaceably.” 14 Moreover he said, “I have something to say to you.”
And she said, “Say it.”

15 Then he said, “You know that the kingdom was mine, and all Israel had set their
expectations on me, that | should reign. However, the kingdom has been turned over,
and has become my brother’s; for it was his from the Lord. 16 Now | ask one petition of
you; do not deny me.”

And she said to him, “Say it.”

17 Then he said, “Please speak to King Solomon, for he will not refuse you, that he may
give me Abishag the Shunammite as wife.”

18 So Bathsheba said, “Very well, I will speak for you to the king.”

19 Bathsheba therefore went to King Solomon, to speak to him for Adonijah. And the
king rose up to meet her and bowed down to her and sat down on his throne and had a
throne set for the king’s mother so, she sat at his right hand. 20 Then she said, “I desire
one small petition of you; do not refuse me.”

And the king said to her, “Ask it, my mother, for I will not refuse you.”

21 So she said, “Let Abishag the Shunammite be given to Adonijah your brother as
wife.”

22 And King Solomon answered and said to his mother, “Now why do you ask Abishag
the Shunammite for Adonijah? Ask for him the kingdom also—for he is my older
brother—for him, and for Abiathar the priest, and for Joab the son of Zeruiah.” 23 Then
King Solomon swore by the Lord, saying, “May God do so to me, and more also, if
Adonijah has not spoken this word against his own life 24 Now



therefore, as the Lord lives, who has confirmed me and set me on the throne of David
my father, and who has established a house for me, as He promised, Adonijah shall be
put to death today.”

25 So King Solomon sent by the hand of Benaiah the son of Jehoiada; and he struck him
down, and he died.

26 And to Abiathar the priest the king said, “Go to Anathoth, to your own fields,

for you are deserving of death; but | will not put you to death at this time, because you
carried the Ark of the Lord God before my father David, and because you were afflicted
every time my father was afflicted.” 27 So Solomon removed Abiathar from being priest
to the Lord, that he might fulfill the Word of the Lord which He spoke concerning the
house of Eli at Shiloh.

28 Then news came to Joab, for Joab had defected to Adonijah, though he had not
defected to Absalom. So, Joab fled to the tabernacle of the Lord and took hold of the
horns of the altar.

29 And King Solomon was told, “Joab has fled to the tabernacle of the Lord; there he

IS, by the altar.” Then Solomon sent Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, saying, “Go, strike him
down.” 30 So Benaiah went to the tabernacle of the Lord, and said to him, “Thus says
the king, ‘Come out.””

And he said, “No, but I will die here.” And Benaiah brought back word to the king,
saying, “Thus said Joab, and thus he answered me.”

31 Then the king said to him, “Do as he has said, and strike him down and bury
him, that you may take away from me and from the house of my father the innocent
blood which Joab shed.

32 So the Lord will return his blood on his head, because he struck down two men more
righteous and better than he, and killed them with the sword—Abner the son of Ner, the
commander of the army of Israel, and Amasa the son of Jether, the commander of the
army of Judah—though my father David did not know it.

33 Their blood shall therefore return upon the head of Joab and upon the head of his
descendants forever. But upon David and his descendants, upon his house and his
throne, there shall be peace forever from the Lord.”

34 So Benaiah the son of Jehoiada went up and struck and killed him; and he was buried
in his own house in the wilderness. 35 The king put Benaiah the son of Jehoiada in his
place over the army, and the king put Zadok the priest in the place of Abiathar.

36 Then the king sent and called for Shimei, and said to him, “Build yourself a house in
Jerusalem and dwell there, and do not go out from there anywhere. 37 For it shall be, on
the day you go out and cross the Brook Kidron, know for certain you shall surely

die; your blood shall be on your own head.”

38 And Shimei said to the king, “The saying is good. As my lord the king has said, so



your servant will do.” So Shimei dwelt in Jerusalem many days.

39 Now it happened at the end of three years, that two slaves of Shimei ran away

to Achish the son of Maachah, king of Gath. And they told Shimei, saying, “Look, your
slaves are in Gath.” 40 So Shimei arose, saddled his donkey, and went to Achish at Gath
to seek his slaves. And Shimei went and brought his slaves from Gath. 41 And Solomon
was told that Shimei had gone from Jerusalem to Gath and had come back.

42 Then the king sent and called for Shimei, and said to him, “Did I not make you swear
by the Lord, and warn you, saying, ‘Know for certain that on the day you go out and
travel anywhere, you shall surely die’? And you said to me, ‘The word I have

heard is good.” 43 Why then have you not kept the oath of the Lord and the
commandment that I gave you?”

44 The king said moreover to Shimei, “You know, as your heart acknowledges, all the
wickedness that you did to my father David; therefore the Lord will return your
wickedness on your own head. 45 But King Solomon shall be blessed, and the throne of
David shall be established before the Lord forever.”

46 So the king commanded Benaiah the son of Jehoiada; and he went out and struck him
down, and he died. Thus, the Kingdom was established in the hand of Solomon.

CHAPTER 3

1 Now Solomon made a treaty with Pharaoh king of Egypt, and married Pharaoh’s
daughter; then he brought her to the City of David until he had finished building his own
house, and the house of the Lord, and the wall all around Jerusalem. 2 Meanwhile the
people sacrificed at the high places, because there was no house built for the name of
the Lord until those days.

3 Now Solomon loved the Lord, walking in the statutes of his father David,

-- except --Solomon sacrificed/to Idols --and burned incense on the high places --.

4 The king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, for that was the great high place; Solomon
offered a thousand burnt offerings on that altar. 5 In Gibeon the Lord appeared to
Solomon in a dream at night; and God said, “Ask what you want Me to give you.”

6 Then Solomon said, 7 Now, O Lord my God, You have made Your servant King in
place of my father David, yet | am but a little child; I do not know how to go out or
come in. 8 Your servant is in the midst of Your people which You have chosen, a great
people who are too many to be numbered or counted.

9 So give Your servant an Understanding Heart to Judge Your people to discern between
good and evil. For who is able to Judge this great people of Yours?”



10 It was Pleasing in the sight of the Lord that Solomon had asked this thing.

11 God said to him --“Because you have asked this thing and have Not Asked for
yourself long life, nor have asked riches for yourself, nor have you asked for the life of
your enemies, --but have asked for yourself discernment/Wisdom to understand
justice/righteousness,

Behold, | have given you a wise and discerning heart, so that there has been no one like
you before you, nor shall one like you arise after you.

14 1F--you Walk in My ways—Keeping/obeying My statutes and commandments, as
your father David walked --then | will prolong/lengthen your days.

15 Then Solomon awoke; and indeed it had been a Dream. And he came to Jerusalem
and stood before the ark of the covenant of the Lord, offered up burnt offerings, offered
peace offerings, and made a feast for all his servants.

16 Now two women who were harlots came to the King and stood before him. 17 And
one woman said, “O my lord, this woman and I dwell in the same house; and I gave
birth while she was in the house. 18 Then it happened, the third day after | had given
birth, that this woman also gave birth. And we were together; no one was with us in the
house, except the two of us in the house.

19 And this woman’s son died in the night, because she lay on him. 20 So she arose in
the middle of the night and took my son from my side, while your maidservant slept, and
laid him in her bosom, and laid her dead child in my bosom. 21 And when | rose in the
morning to nurse my son, there he was, dead. But when | had examined him in the
morning, indeed, he was not my son whom I had borne.”

22 Then the other woman said, “No But the living one is my son, and the dead
one is your son.”
And the first woman said, “No But the dead one is your son, and the living one is my

2

Son.
Thus, they spoke before the king.

23 And the King said, “The one says, ‘This is my son, who lives, and your son is the
dead one’; and the other says, ‘No But your son is the dead one, and my son is the living
one.” ” 24 Then the king said, “Bring me a sword.” So they brought a sword before the
king. 25 And the king said, “Divide the living child in two, and give half to one, and half

to the other.”

26 Then the woman whose son was living spoke to the king, for she yearned with
compassion for her son; and she said, “O my lord, give her the living child, and by no
means kill him.”

But the other said, “Let him be neither mine nor yours, but divide him.”

27 So the King answered and said, “Give the first woman the living child, and by no



means Kill him; she is his mother.”

28 And all Israel heard of the judgment which the king had rendered; and they feared the
king, for they saw that the Wisdom of God was in him to administer justice.

CHAPTER 4
1 Now King Solomon was King over all Israel.

2 And these were his officials: Azariah the son of Zadok, the priest; 3 Elihoreph and
Ahijah, the sons of Shisha, scribes; Jehoshaphat the son of Ahilud, the

recorder; 4 Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, over the army; Zadok and Abiathar, the
priests; 5 Azariah the son of Nathan, over the officers; Zabud the son of Nathan, a
priest and the king’s friend; 6 Ahishar, over the household; and Adoniram the son of
Abda, over the labor force.

7 And Solomon had twelve governors over all Israel, who provided food for the king and
his household; each one made provision for one month of the year. 8 These are their
names: Ben-Hur, in the mountains of Ephraim; 9 Ben-Deker, in Makaz, Shaalbim, Beth
Shemesh, and Elon Beth Hanan; 10 Ben-Hesed, in Arubboth; to him belonged Sochoh
and all the land of Hepher.

11 Ben-Abinadab, in all the regions of Dor; he had Taphath the daughter of Solomon as
wife; 12 Baana the son of Ahilud, in Taanach, Megiddo, and all Beth Shean,

which is beside Zaretan below Jezreel, from Beth Shean to Abel Meholah, as far as the
other side of Jokneam; 13 Ben-Geber, in Ramoth Gilead; to him belonged the towns of
Jair the son of Manasseh, in Gilead; to him also belonged the region of Argob in
Bashan—sixty large cities with walls and bronze gate-bars; 14 Ahinadab the son of
Iddo, in Mahanaim; 15 Ahimaaz, in Naphtali; he also took Basemath the daughter of
Solomon as wife;

16 Baanah the son of Hushai, in Asher and Aloth; 17 Jehoshaphat the son of Paruah, in
Issachar; 18 Shimei the son of Elah, in Benjamin; 19 Geber the son of Uri, in the land of
Gilead, in the country of Sihon king of the Amorites, and of Og king of Bashan. He

was the only governor who was in the land.

20 Judah and Israel were as numerous as the sand by the sea in multitude, eating and
drinking and rejoicing. 21 So Solomon reigned over all Kingdoms from the River to the
land of the Philistines, as far as the border of Egypt. They brought tribute and served
Solomon all the days of his life.

22 Now Solomon’s provision for one day was thirty kors of fine flour, sixty kors of
meal, 23 ten fatted oxen, twenty oxen from the pastures, and one hundred sheep, besides
deer, gazelles, roebucks, and fatted fowls.

24 For he had dominion over everything west of the River, from Tiphsah even to Gaza,
over all the kings west of the River; and he had peace on all sides around about



him. 25 So Judah and Israel lived in safety, every person under their vine and their fig
tree, from Dan even to Beersheba, all the days of Solomon. 26 Solomon had 40,000
stalls of horses for his chariots, and 12,000 horsemen.

29 Now God gave Solomon wisdom and very great discernment and
breadth/understanding/memory of mind --like the sand that is on the seashore.

30 Solomon’s Wisdom Surpassed the Wisdom --0f all the peoples of the east and all the
wisdom of Eqgypt. 31 For he was Wiser --than all people,

than Ethan the Ezrahite, Heman, Calcol and Darda, the sons of Mahol; and his fame
was known in all the surrounding nations. 32 He also spoke 3,000 proverbs, and his
songs were 1,005.

33 He spoke of trees, from the cedar that is in Lebanon even to the hyssop that grows on
the wall; he spoke also of animals and birds and creeping things and fish.

34 Peoples came from everywhere --to hear the Wisdom of Solomon, including All the
Kings of the earth who had heard of his wisdom.

CHAPTER 5

1 Now Hiram Kking of Tyre sent his servants to Solomon, because he heard that they had
anointed him King in place of his father, for Hiram had always loved

David. 2 Then Solomon sent to Hiram, saying:

3 You know how my father David could not build a house for the name of the Lord his
God because of the wars which were fought against him on every side, until
the Lord put his foes under the soles of his feet.

4 But now the Lord my God has given me rest on every side; there is neither adversary
nor evil occurrence.

5 And behold, I propose to build a house for the name of the Lord my God, as
the Lord spoke to my father David, saying, “Your son, whom I will set on your throne in
your place, he shall build the house for My name.”

6 Now therefore, command that they cut down cedars for me from Lebanon; and my
servants will be with your servants, and | will pay you wages for your servants
according to whatever you say. For you know there is none among us who has skill to
cut timber like the Sidonians.

7 So it was, when Hiram heard the words of Solomon, that he rejoiced greatly and said,
Blessed be the Lord this day, for He has given David a wise son over this great people.
8 Then Hiram sent to Solomon, saying:

| have considered the message which you sent me, and | will do all you desire



concerning the cedar and cypress logs.

9 My servants shall bring them down from Lebanon to the sea; | will float them in rafts
by sea to the place you indicate to me and will have them broken apart there; then you
can take them away. And you shall fulfill my desire by giving food for my household.

10 Then Hiram gave Solomon cedar and cypress logs according to all his desire. 11 And
Solomon gave Hiram twenty thousand measures of wheat as food for his household,
and twenty measures of pressed oil. Thus, Solomon gave to Hiram year by year.

12 So the Lord gave Solomon wisdom, as He had promised him; and there was peace
between Hiram and Solomon, and the two of them made a treaty together.

13 Then King Solomon raised up a labor force out of all Israel; and the labor force was
thirty thousand men. 14 And he sent them to Lebanon, ten thousand a month in shifts:
they were one month in Lebanon and two months at home; Adoniram was in charge of
the labor force. 15 Solomon had seventy thousand who carried burdens, and eighty
thousand who quarried stone in the mountains,

16 besides three thousand three hundred from the chiefs of Solomon’s deputies, who
supervised the people who labored in the work. 17 And the king commanded them to
quarry large stones, costly stones, and hewn stones, to lay the foundation of

the temple. 18 So Solomon’s builders, Hiram’s builders, and the Gebalites

quarried them; and they prepared timber and stones to build the temple.

CHAPTER 6

1 And it came to pass in the four hundred and eightieth year after the children of Israel
had come out of the land of Egypt, in the fourth year of Solomon’s reign over Israel, in
the month of Ziv, which is the second month, that he began to build the house of

the Lord. 2 Now the house which King Solomon built for the Lord, its length was sixty
cubits, its width twenty, and its height thirty cubits.

3 The vestibule in front of the sanctuary of the house was twenty cubits long across the
width of the house, and the width of the vestibule extended ten cubits from the front of
the house. 4 And he made for the house windows with beveled frames.

5 Against the wall of the temple he built chambers all around, against the walls of the
temple, all around the sanctuary and the inner sanctuary. Thus, he made side chambers
all around it. 6 The lowest chamber was five cubits wide, the middle was six cubits
wide, and the third was seven cubits wide; for he made narrow ledges around the outside
of the temple, so that the support beams would not be fastened into the walls of

the temple. 7

And the temple, when it was being built, was built with stone finished at the quarry, so
that no hammer or chisel or any iron tool was heard in the temple while it was being
built. 8 The doorway for the middle story was on the right side of the temple. They went



up by stairs to the middle story, and from the middle to the third.

9 So he built the temple and finished it, and he paneled the temple with beams and
boards of cedar. 10 And he built side chambers against the entire temple, each five cubits
high; they were attached to the temple with cedar beams.

11 Now the Word of the Lord --came to Solomon saying,

--IF -- you will walk in/do -- My statutes and execute My ordinances and keep/Obey all
My Commandments by walking/obeying in them --then | will carry out My Word with
you which | spoke to David your father. 13 I will dwell among the peoples of Israel and
will not forsake them.”

12 “Concerning this temple which you are building, if you walk in My statutes, execute
My judgments, keep all My commandments, and walk in them, then I will perform

My word with you, which | spoke to your father David. 13 And I will dwell among the
children of Israel, and will not forsake My people Israel.”

14 So Solomon built the temple and finished it. 15 And he built the inside walls of the
temple with cedar boards; from the floor of the temple to the ceiling he paneled the
inside with wood; and he covered the floor of the temple with planks of

cypress. 16 Then he built the twenty-cubit room at the rear of the temple, from floor to
ceiling, with cedar boards; he built it inside as the inner sanctuary, as the Most

Holy Place.

17 And in front of it the temple sanctuary was forty cubits long. 18 The inside of the
temple was cedar, carved with ornamental buds and open flowers. All was cedar; there
was no stone to be seen.

19 And he prepared the inner sanctuary inside the temple, to set the ark of the covenant
of the Lord there. 20 The inner sanctuary was twenty cubits long, twenty cubits wide,
and twenty cubits high. He overlaid it with pure gold and overlaid the altar of cedar.

21 So Solomon overlaid the inside of the temple with pure gold. He stretched gold
chains across the front of the inner sanctuary and overlaid it with gold. 22 The whole
temple he overlaid with gold, until he had finished all the temple; also he overlaid with
gold the entire altar that was by the inner sanctuary.

23 Inside the inner sanctuary he made two cherubim of olive wood, each ten cubits
high. 24 One wing of the cherub was five cubits, and the other wing of the cherub five
cubits: ten cubits from the tip of one wing to the tip of the other. 25 And the other
cherub was ten cubits; both cherubim were of the same size and shape. 26 The height of
one cherub was ten cubits, and so was the other cherub.

27 Then he set the cherubim inside the inner room; and they stretched out the wings of
the cherubim so that the wing of the one touched one wall, and the wing of the other
cherub touched the other wall. And their wings touched each other in the middle of the
room. 28 Also he overlaid the cherubim with gold.



29 Then he carved all the walls of the temple all around, both the inner and
outer sanctuaries, with carved figures of cherubim, palm trees, and open flowers. 30 And
the floor of the temple he overlaid with gold, both the inner and outer sanctuaries.

31 For the entrance of the inner sanctuary he made doors of olive wood; the

lintel and doorposts were one-fifth of the wall. 32 The two doors were of olive wood;
and he carved on them figures of cherubim, palm trees, and open flowers, and
overlaid them with gold; and he spread gold on the cherubim and on the palm trees.

33 So for the door of the sanctuary he also made doorposts of olive wood, one-fourth of
the wall. 34 And the two doors were of cypress wood; two panels comprised one folding
door, and two panels comprised the other folding door. 35 Then he carved cherubim,
palm trees, and open flowers on them, and overlaid them with gold applied evenly on
the carved work.

36 And he built the inner court with three rows of hewn stone and a row of cedar beams.

37 In the fourth year the foundation of the house of the Lord was laid, in the month

of Ziv. 38 And in the eleventh year, in the month of Bul, which is the eighth month, the
house was finished in all its details and according to all its plans. So he spent seven
years in building it.

CHAPTER 7
1 But Solomon took thirteen years to build his own house; so he finished all his house.

2 He also built the House of the Forest of Lebanon; its length was one hundred cubits, its
width fifty cubits, and its height thirty cubits, with four rows of cedar pillars, and cedar
beams on the pillars. 3 And it was paneled with cedar above the beams that were on
forty-five pillars, fifteen to a row. 4 There were windows with beveled frames in three
rows, and window was opposite window in three tiers. 5 And all the doorways and
doorposts had rectangular frames; and window was opposite window in three tiers.

6 He also made the Hall of Pillars: its length was fifty cubits, and its width thirty cubits;
and in front of them was a portico with pillars, and a canopy was in front of them.

7 Then he made a hall for the throne, the Hall of Judgment, where he might judge; and it
was paneled with cedar from floor to ceiling.

8 And the house where he dwelt had another court inside the hall, of like workmanship.
Solomon also made a house like this hall for Pharaoh’s daughter, whom he had taken as
wife.

9 All these were of costly stones cut to size, trimmed with saws, inside and out, from the
foundation to the eaves, and also on the outside to the great court. 10 The

foundation was of costly stones, large stones, some ten cubits and some eight

cubits. 11 And above were costly stones, hewn to size, and cedar wood. 12 The great



court was enclosed with three rows of hewn stones and a row of cedar beams. So were
the inner court of the house of the Lord and the vestibule of the temple.

13 Now King Solomon sent and brought Huram from Tyre. 14 He was the son of a
widow from the tribe of Naphtali, and his father was a man of Tyre, a bronze worker; he
was filled with wisdom and understanding and skill in working with all kinds of bronze
work. So he came to King Solomon and did all his work.

15 And he cast two pillars of bronze, each one eighteen cubits high, and a line of twelve
cubits measured the circumference of each. 16 Then he made two capitals of cast
bronze, to set on the tops of the pillars. The height of one capital was five cubits, and the
height of the other capital was five cubits.

17 He made a lattice network, with wreaths of chainwork, for the capitals which were on
top of the pillars: seven chains for one capital and seven for the other capital. 18 So he
made the pillars, and two rows of pomegranates above the network all around to cover
the capitals that were on top; and thus he did for the other capital.

19 The capitals which were on top of the pillars in the hall were in the shape of lilies,
four cubits. 20 The capitals on the two pillars also had pomegranates above, by the
convex surface which was next to the network; and there were two hundred such
pomegranates in rows on each of the capitals all around.

21 Then he set up the pillars by the vestibule of the temple; he set up the pillar on the
right and called its name Jachin, and he set up the pillar on the left and called its
name Boaz. 22 The tops of the pillars were in the shape of lilies. So, the work of the
pillars was finished.

23 And he made the Sea of cast bronze, ten cubits from one brim to the other; it
was completely round. Its height was five cubits, and a line of thirty cubits measured its
circumference.

24 Below its brim were ornamental buds encircling it all around, ten to a cubit, all the
way around the Sea. The ornamental buds were cast in two rows when it was cast. 25 It
stood on twelve oxen: three looking toward the north, three looking toward the west,
three looking toward the south, and three looking toward the east; the Sea was set upon
them, and all their back parts pointed inward. 26 It was a handbreadth thick; and its brim
was shaped like the brim of a cup, like a lily blossom. It contained two thousand baths.

27 He also made ten carts of bronze; four cubits was the length of each cart, four cubits
its width, and three cubits its height. 28 And this was the design of the carts: They had
panels, and the panels were between frames; 29 on the panels that were between the
frames were lions, oxen, and cherubim. And on the frames was a pedestal on top. Below
the lions and oxen were wreaths of plaited work.

30 Every cart had four bronze wheels and axles of bronze, and its four feet had supports.
Under the laver were supports of cast bronze beside each wreath. 31 Its opening inside



the crown at the top was one cubit in diameter; and the opening was round, shaped like a
pedestal, one and a half cubits in outside diameter; and also on the
opening were engravings, but the panels were square, not round.

32 Under the panels were the four wheels, and the axles of the wheels were joined to the
cart. The height of a wheel was one and a half cubits. 33 The workmanship of the
wheels was like the workmanship of a chariot wheel; their axle pins, their rims, their
spokes, and their hubs were all of cast bronze. 34 And there were four supports at the
four corners of each cart; its supports were part of the cart itself. 35 On the top of the
cart, at the height of half a cubit, it was perfectly round. And on the top of the cart, its
flanges and its panels were of the same casting.

36 On the plates of its flanges and on its panels he engraved cherubim, lions, and palm
trees, wherever there was a clear space on each, with wreaths all around. 37 Thus he
made the ten carts. All of them were of the same mold, one measure, and one shape.

38 Then he made ten lavers of bronze; each laver contained forty baths, and each
laver was four cubits. On each of the ten carts was a laver. 39 And he put five carts on
the right side of the house, and five on the left side of the house. He set the Sea on the
right side of the house, toward the southeast.

40 Huram made the lavers and the shovels and the bowls. So Huram finished doing all
the work that he was to do for King Solomon for the house of the Lord: 41 the two
pillars, the two bowl-shaped capitals that were on top of the two pillars; the

two networks covering the two bowl-shaped capitals which were on top of the pillars;

42 four hundred pomegranates for the two networks (two rows of pomegranates for each
network, to cover the two bowl-shaped capitals that were on top of the pillars); 43 the
ten carts, and ten lavers on the carts; 44 one Sea, and twelve oxen under the Sea; 45 the
pots, the shovels, and the bowls.

All these articles which Huram made for King Solomon for the house of the Lord were
of burnished bronze. 46 In the plain of Jordan the king had them cast in clay molds,
between Succoth and Zaretan. 47 And Solomon did not weigh all the articles,

because there were so many; the weight of the bronze was not determined.

48 Thus Solomon had all the furnishings made for the house of the Lord: the altar of
gold, and the table of gold on which was the showbread; 49 the lampstands of pure gold,
five on the right side and five on the left in front of the inner sanctuary, with the flowers
and the lamps and the wick-trimmers of gold; 50 the basins, the trimmers, the bowls, the
ladles, and the censers of pure gold; and the hinges of gold, both for the doors of the
inner room (the Most Holy Place) and for the doors of the main hall of the temple.

51 So all the work that King Solomon had done for the house of the Lord was finished:;
and Solomon brought in the things which his father David had dedicated: the silver and
the gold and the furnishings. He put them in the treasuries of the house of the Lord.



CHAPTER 8

1 Now Solomon assembled the elders of Israel and all the heads of the tribes, the chief
fathers of the children of Israel, to King Solomon in Jerusalem, that they might bring up
the ark of the covenant of the Lord from the City of David, which is Zion. 2 Therefore
all the men of Israel assembled with King Solomon at the feast in the month of Ethanim,
which is the seventh month. 3 So all the elders of Israel came, and the priests took up the
ark. 4 Then they brought up the ark of the Lord, the tabernacle of meeting, and all the
holy furnishings that were in the tabernacle. The priests and the Levites brought them
up.

5 Also King Solomon, and all the congregation of Israel who were assembled with

him, were with him before the ark, sacrificing sheep and oxen that could not be counted
or numbered for multitude. 6 Then the priests brought in the ark of the covenant of

the Lord to its place, into the inner sanctuary of the temple, to the Most

Holy Place, under the wings of the cherubim. 7 For the cherubim spread their two wings
over the place of the ark, and the cherubim overshadowed the ark and its poles.

8 The poles extended so that the ends of the poles could be seen from the holy place, in
front of the inner sanctuary; but they could not be seen from outside. And they are there
to this day. 9 Nothing was in the ark except the two tablets of stone which Moses put
there at Horeb, when the Lord made a covenant with the children of Israel, when they
came out of the land of Egypt.

10 And it came to pass, when the priests came out of the holy place, that the Cloud filled
the House of the Lord, 11 so that the priests Could Not continue ministering because of
the cloud; for the Glory of the Lord --filled the House of the Lord.

12 Then Solomon spoke:

“The Lord said He would dwell in the dark cloud.
13 | have surely built You an exalted house,
And a place for You to dwell in forever.”

14 Then the king turned around and blessed the whole assembly of Israel, while all the
assembly of Israel was standing. 15 And he said: “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel,
who spoke with His mouth to my father David, and with His hand has

fulfilled it, saying, 16 ‘Since the day that I brought My people Israel out of Egypt, I have
chosen no city from any tribe of Israel in which to build a house, that My name might be
there; but | chose David to be over My people Israel.’

17 Now it was in the heart of my father David to build a temple for the name of

the Lord God of Israel. 18 But the Lord said to my father David, ‘Whereas it was in your
heart to build a temple for My name, you did well that it was in your

heart. 19 Nevertheless you shall not build the temple, but your son who will come from



your body, he shall build the temple for My name.’

20 So the Lord has fulfilled His word which He spoke; and I have filled the position of
my father David, and sit on the throne of Israel, as the Lord promised; and | have built a
temple for the name of the Lord God of Israel. 21 And there | have made a place for the
Ark, in which is the Covenant of the Lord which He made with our fathers, when He
brought them out of the land of Egypt.”

22 Then Solomon stood before the altar of the Lord in the presence of all the assembly
of Israel and spread out his hands toward heaven; 23 and he said: “Lord God of

Israel, there is no God in heaven above or on earth below like You, who

keep Your covenant and mercy with Your servants who walk before You with all their
hearts.

24 You have kept what You promised Your servant David my father; You have both
spoken with Your mouth and fulfilled it with Your hand, as it is this

day. 25 Therefore, Lord God of Israel, now keep what You promised Your servant David
my father, saying, “You shall not fail to have a man sit before Me on the throne of Israel,
only if your sons take heed to their way, that they walk before Me as you have walked
before Me.’

26 And now | pray, O God of Israel, let Your word come true, which You have spoken
to Your servant David my father.

27 “But will God indeed dwell on the earth? Behold, Heaven, and the heaven of
heavens/universe --cannot contain You. How much less this temple which | have built.

28 Yet regard the prayer of Your servant and his supplication, O Lord my God, and
listen to the cry and the prayer which Your servant is praying before You today: 29 that
Your eyes may be open toward this temple night and day, toward the place of which You
said, ‘My name shall be there,” that You may hear the prayer which Your servant

makes toward this place.

30 And may You hear the supplication of Your servant and of Your people Israel, when
they pray toward this place. Hear in heaven Your dwelling place; and when You hear,
forgive.

31 “When anyone sins against his neighbor, and is forced to take an oath, and

comes and takes an oath before Your altar in this temple, 32 then hear in heaven, and act,
and judge Your servants, condemning the wicked, bringing his way on his head, and
justifying the righteous by giving him according to his righteousness.

33 “When Your people Israel are defeated before an enemy because they have sinned
against You, and when they turn back to You and confess Your name, and pray and make
supplication to You in this temple, 34 then hear in heaven, and forgive the sin of Your
people Israel, and bring them back to the land which You gave to their fathers.

35 “When the heavens are shut up and there is no rain because they have sinned against



You, when they pray toward this place and confess Your name, and turn from their sin
because You afflict them, 36 then hear in heaven, and forgive the sin of Your servants,
Your people Israel, that You may teach them the good way in which they should walk;
and send rain on Your land which You have given to Your people as an inheritance.

37 “When there is famine in the land, pestilence or blight or mildew,

locusts or grasshoppers; when their enemy besieges them in the land of their [g]cities;
whatever plague or whatever sickness there is; 38 whatever prayer, whatever
supplication is made by anyone, or by all Your people Israel, when each one knows the
plague of his own heart, and spreads out his hands toward this temple:

39 then hear in heaven Your dwelling place, and forgive, and act, and give to everyone
according to all his ways, whose heart You know (for You alone know the hearts of all

the sons of men), 40 that they may fear You all the days that they live in the land which
You gave to our fathers.

41 “Moreover, concerning a foreigner, who is not of Your people Israel, but has come
from a far country for Your name’s sake 42 (for they will hear of Your great name and
Your strong hand and Your outstretched arm), when he comes and prays toward this
temple,

43 hear in heaven Your dwelling place, and do according to all for which the foreigner
calls to You, that all peoples of the earth may know Your name and fear You, as do Your
people Israel, and that they may know that this temple which | have built is called by
Your name.

44 “When Your people go out to battle against their enemy, wherever You send them,
and when they pray to the Lord toward the city which You have chosen and the temple
which I have built for Your name, 45 then hear in heaven their prayer and their
supplication/urgent request and maintain their cause.

46 “When they sin against You (for there is no one who does not sin), and You become
angry with them and deliver them to the enemy, and they take them captive to the land
of the enemy, far or near; 47 yet when they come to themselves in the land where they
were carried captive, and repent, and make supplication to You in the land of those who
took them captive, saying, ‘We have sinned and done wrong, we have committed
wickedness’;

48 and when they return to You with all their heart and with all their soul in the land of
their enemies who led them away captive, and pray to You toward their land which You
gave to their fathers, the city which You have chosen and the temple which | have built
for Your name: 49 then hear in heaven Your dwelling place their prayer and their
supplication, and maintain their cause,

50 and forgive Your people who have sinned against You, and all their transgressions
which they have transgressed against You; and grant them compassion before those who
took them captive,



that they may have compassion on them --

51 --(for they are Your people and Your inheritance, whom You brought out of

Egypt, out of the iron furnace), 52 that Your eyes may be open to the supplication of
Your servant and the supplication of Your people Israel, to listen to them whenever they
call to You.

53 For You separated them from among all the peoples of the earth to be Your
inheritance, as You spoke by Your servant Moses, when You brought our fathers out of
Egypt, O Lord God.”

54 And so it was, when Solomon had finished praying all this prayer and supplication to
the Lord, that he arose from before the altar of the Lord, from kneeling on his knees with
his hands spread up to heaven. 55 Then he stood and blessed all the assembly of Israel
with a loud voice, saying:

56 “Praised be to the Lord, who has given Rest to His people Israel, according to all that
He Promised. There has --Not Failed one word of all His good Promises, which He
Promised through His servant Moses.

57 May the Lord our God be with us, as He was with our fathers. May He not leave us
nor forsake us, 58 that He may incline our hearts to Himself, to walk in all His ways,
and to keep His commandments and His statutes and His judgments, which He
commanded our fathers. 59 And may these words of mine, with which | have made
supplication before the Lord, be near the Lord our God --day and night, that He may
maintain the cause of His servant and the cause of His people Israel, as each day may
require,

60 that all the peoples of the earth may know that the Lord is God; there is no
other. 61 Let your heart therefore be Loyal to the Lord our God, to walk in His statutes
and keep/obey His commandments, as at this day.”

62 Then the king and all Israel with him offered sacrifices before the Lord. 63 And
Solomon offered a sacrifice of peace offerings, which he offered to the Lord, twenty-two
thousand bulls and one hundred and twenty thousand sheep. So the king and all the
children of Israel dedicated the house of the Lord.

64 On the same day the king consecrated the middle of the court that was in front of the
house of the Lord; for there he offered burnt offerings, grain offerings, and the fat of the
peace offerings, because the bronze altar that was before the Lord was too small to
receive the burnt offerings, the grain offerings, and the fat of the peace offerings.

65 At that time Solomon held a Feast, and all Israel with him, a great assembly from the
entrance of Hamath to the Brook of Egypt, before the Lord our God, seven days and
seven more days—fourteen days.

66 On the eighth day he sent the people away; and they blessed the king and went to
their tents Joyful and Glad of Heart --for all the good that the Lord had done for His




servant David, and for Israel His people.

CHAPTER9

1 Now it came about when Solomon had finished building the house of the Lord, and the
king’s house, and all that Solomon desired to do,

2 that the Lord Appeared --to Solomon a Second Time, as He had appeared to him at
Gibeon. 3 The Lord said to him --1 have Heard your Prayer and your supplication,
which you have made before Me; | have consecrated this house which you have built by
putting My name there forever, and My eyes and My heart will be there perpetually.

4 As for you --1F-you will Walk before Me --as your father David walked, in
integrity/honesty of heart and uprightness, Doing according to --All --that | have
Commanded You --and --will keep My statutes and My ordinances,

5 then I will establish the throne of your kingdom over Israel forever, just as | promised
to your father David, saying, ‘You shall not lack a man on the throne of Israel.’

6 “But --IF --you or your sons indeed --Turn Away --from Following Me --
--and do Not Keep/do --My Commandments and My statutes which | have set before
you, and go and serve other gods and worship them,

7 --then | will Cut Off --Israel from the Land which | have given them, and the house
which I have consecrated for My name, | will cast out of My sight. So Israel will
become a proverb and a byword among all peoples. 8 And this house will become a heap
of ruins; everyone who passes by will be astonished and hiss and say, ‘Why has the

Lord done thus to this land and to this house?’

9 --And they will say, ‘Because --they Forsook the Lord their God, who brought their
fathers out of the land of Egypt,

--and adopted other gods and worshiped them and served them,

-- therefore the Lord has --brought all this Adversity/destruction on them.’_
10 Now it happened at the end of twenty years, when Solomon had built the two houses,
the house of the Lord and the king’s house.

11 (Hiram the king of Tyre had supplied Solomon with cedar and cypress and gold, as
much as he desired), that King Solomon then gave Hiram twenty cities in the land of
Galilee.

12 Then Hiram went from Tyre to see the cities which Solomon had given him, but they
did not please him. 13 So he said, “What kind of cities are these which you have given
me, my brother?” And he called them the land of Cabul, as they are to this day. 14 Then
Hiram sent the king one hundred and twenty talents of gold.



15 And this is the reason for the labor force which King Solomon raised: to build the
house of the Lord, his own house, the Millo, the wall of Jerusalem, Hazor, Megiddo,
and Gezer.

16 (Pharaoh king of Egypt had gone up and taken Gezer and burned it with fire, had
killed the Canaanites who dwelt in the city, and had given it as a dowry to his daughter,
Solomon’s wife.) 17 And Solomon built Gezer, Lower Beth Horon, 18 baalath, and
Tadmor in the wilderness, in the land of Judah, 19 all the storage cities that Solomon
had, cities for his chariots and cities for his cavalry, and whatever Solomon desired to
build in Jerusalem, in Lebanon, and in all the land of his dominion.

20 All the people who were left of the Amorites, Hittites, Perizzites, Hivites, and
Jebusites, who were not of the children of Israel— 21 that is, their descendants who
were left in the land after them, whom the children of Israel had not been able to destroy
completely—from these Solomon raised forced labor, as it is to this day.

22 But of the children of Israel Solomon made no forced laborers, because
they were men of war and his servants: his officers, his captains, commanders of his
chariots, and his cavalry.

23 Others were chiefs of the officials who were over Solomon’s work: five hundred and
fifty, who ruled over the people who did the work.

24 But Pharaoh’s daughter came up from the City of David to her house
which Solomon had built for her. Then he built the Millo.

25 Now three times a year Solomon offered burnt offerings and peace offerings on the
altar which he had built for the Lord, and he burned incense with them on the
altar that was before the Lord. So he finished the temple.

26 King Solomon also built a fleet of ships at Ezion Geber, which is near Elath on the
shore of the Red Sea, in the land of Edom. 27 Then Hiram sent his servants with the
fleet, seamen who knew the sea, to work with the servants of Solomon. 28 And they
went to Ophir, and acquired four hundred and twenty talents of gold from there, and
brought it to King Solomon.

CHAPTER 10

1 Now when the queen of Sheba heard of the fame of Solomon concerning the name of
the Lord, she came to test him with hard questions. 2 She came to Jerusalem with a very
great retinue, with camels that bore spices, very much gold, and precious stones; and
when she came to Solomon, she spoke with him about all that was in her heart. 3 So
Solomon answered all her questions; there was nothing so difficult for the king that he
could not explain it to her.

4 And when the queen of Sheba had seen all the wisdom of Solomon, the house that he
had built, 5 the food on his table, the seating of his servants, the service of his waiters



and their apparel, his cupbearers, and his entryway by which he went up to the house of
the Lord, there was no more spirit in her.

6 Then she said to the King: “It was a true report which I heard in my own land about
your words and your wisdom.

7 However | did not believe the words until I came and saw with my own eyes; and
indeed the half was not told me. Your wisdom and prosperity exceed the fame of which |
heard. 8 Happy are your men and happy are these your servants, who stand continually
before you and hear your wisdom 9 Blessed be the Lord your God, who delighted in
you, setting you on the throne of Israel Because the Lord has loved Israel forever,
therefore He made you king, to do justice and righteousness.”

10 Then she gave the king one hundred and twenty talents of gold, spices in great
guantity, and precious stones. There never again came such abundance of spices as the
queen of Sheba gave to King Solomon. 11 Also, the ships of Hiram, which brought gold
from Ophir, brought great quantities of almug wood and precious stones from Ophir.

12 And the king made steps of the almug wood for the house of the Lord and for the
king’s house, also harps and stringed instruments for singers. There never again came
such almug wood, nor has the like been seen to this day.

13 Now King Solomon gave the queen of Sheba all she desired, whatever she asked,
besides what Solomon had given her according to the royal generosity. So she turned
and went to her own country, she and her servants.

14 The weight of gold that came to Solomon yearly was six hundred and sixty-six talents
of gold, 15 besides that from the traveling merchants, from the income of traders, from
all the kings of Arabia, and from the governors of the country.

16 And King Solomon made two hundred large shields of hammered gold; six
hundred shekels of gold went into each shield.

17 He also made three hundred shields of hammered gold; three minas of gold went into
each shield. The king put them in the House of the Forest of Lebanon.

18 Moreover the king made a great throne of ivory, and overlaid it with pure

gold. 19 The throne had six steps, and the top of the throne was round at the back; there
were armrests on either side of the place of the seat, and two lions stood beside the
armrests.

20 Twelve lions stood there, one on each side of the six steps; nothing like this had been
made for any other kingdom.

21 All King Solomon’s drinking vessels were gold, and all the vessels of the House of
the Forest of Lebanon were --Pure Gold. Not one was silver,

for --Silver was accounted --as nothing in the days of Solomon.




22 For the king had merchant ships at sea with the fleet of Hiram. Once every three
years the merchant ships came bringing gold, silver, ivory, apes, and monkeys.

23 So King Solomon surpassed --all the kings of the earth in riches and wisdom.

24 Now all the earth sought the presence of Solomon --to hear his Wisdom—
--which God had put in his heart.

25 Each man brought his present: articles of silver and gold, garments, armor, spices,
horses, and mules, at a set rate year by year.

26 And Solomon gathered chariots and horsemen; he had one thousand four hundred
chariots and twelve thousand horsemen, whom he stationed in the chariot cities and with
the king at Jerusalem.

27 The King made Silver --as common in Jerusalem as stones, and he made cedar trees
as abundant as the sycamores which are in the lowland.

28 Also Solomon had horses imported from Egypt and Keveh; the king’s merchants
bought them in Keveh at the current price. 29 Now a chariot that was imported from
Egypt cost six hundred shekels of silver, and a horse one hundred and fifty; and thus,
through their agents, they exported them to all the kings of the Hittites and the kings of
Syria.

CHAPTER 11

1 Now King Solomon --Loved/had sex with --many Foreign Women --along with the
daughter of Pharaoh: Moabite, Ammonite, Edomite, Sidonian, and Hittite

women, 2 from the nations concerning which the Lord had said to the people of Israel,
“You shall Not associate with them, nor shall they associate/have fellowship with
you, for they will surely --Turn your Heart Away --after Their gods.”

--Solomon held fast/intimately to these in love.

3 He had seven hundred wives, princesses, and three hundred mistresses --
--and his Wives Turned Solomon's Heart Away --from God.

4 For when Solomon was old, his wives --Turned his Heart away after other gods; and -
-his Heart was Not Wholly/completely Devoted --to the Lord his God --as the heart of
David his father had been.

5 For Solomon went after/with his heart to --Ashtoreth the goddess of the Sidonians and
after/with his heart to --Milcom the detestable idol of the Ammonites.

6 -- Solomon did what was Evil/sinful --in the sight of the Lord, and
---did Not Follow/Obey the Lord fully/with --All his Heart, as David his father had
done.




7 Then Solomon built a high place/altar for Chemosh --the detestable Idol of Moab, on
the mountain which is east of Jerusalem, and Solomon built a high place/altar for
molech the detestable idol of the sons of Ammon.

8 Thus also Solomon did for --All his foreign wives, who burned incense and sacrificed
to their gods.

9 Now the Lord was Angry with Solomon --because his Heart was Turned Away from
the Lord, the God who had Appeared to him Twice, 10 and had Commanded Him
concerning this thing, that he should Not Go --after other gods;

but --Solomon did Not observe/Obey --what the Lord had Commanded.

11 So the Lord said to Solomon --Because you have done this, and you have--
--Not Kept/been Faithful to My covenant --and My statutes, which | have Commanded
you, | will surely --Tear the kingdom from you, and will give it to your servant.

12 Nevertheless | will not do it in your days for the sake of your father David, but I will
tear it out of the hand of your son. 13 However, | will not tear away all the

kingdom, but I will give one tribe to your son for the sake of My servant David and for
the sake of Jerusalem which I have chosen.”

14 Now the Lord raised up an adversary --against Solomon, Hadad the Edomite;

he was a descendant of the king in Edom. 15 For it happened, when David was in Edom,
and Joab the commander of the army had gone up to bury the slain, after he had killed
every male in Edom 16 (because for six months Joab remained there with all Israel, until
he had cut down every male in Edom), 17 that Hadad fled to go to Egypt, he and certain
Edomites of his father’s servants with him. Hadad was still a little child.

18 Then they arose from Midian and came to Paran; and they took men with them from
Paran and came to Egypt, to Pharaoh king of Egypt, who gave him a house, apportioned
food for him, and gave him land. 19 And Hadad found great favor in the sight of
Pharaoh, so that he gave him as wife the sister of his own wife, that is, the sister of
Queen Tahpenes.

20 Then the sister of Tahpenes bore him Genubath his son, whom Tahpenes weaned in
Pharaoh’s house. And Genubath was in Pharaoh’s household among the sons of Pharaoh.

21 So when Hadad heard in Egypt that David rested with his fathers, and that Joab the
commander of the army was dead, Hadad said to Pharaoh, “Let me depart, that [ may go
to my own country.”

22 Then Pharaoh said to him, “But what have you lacked with me, that suddenly you
seek to go to your own country?”



So he answered, “Nothing, but do let me go anyway.”

23 And God raised up another adversary against him, Rezon the son of Eliadah, who had
fled from his lord, Hadadezer king of Zobah.

24 So he gathered men to him and became captain over a band of raiders, when David
killed those of Zobah. And they went to Damascus and dwelt there and reigned in
Damascus.

25 He was an adversary of Israel all the days of Solomon (besides the trouble that
Hadad caused); and he abhorred Israel and reigned over Syria.

26 Then Solomon’s servant, Jeroboam the son of Nebat, an Ephraimite from Zereda,
whose mother’s name was Zeruah, a widow, also rebelled against the king.

27 And this is what caused him to rebel against the king: Solomon had built the
Millo and repaired the damages to the City of David his father.

28 The man Jeroboam was a mighty man of valor; and Solomon, seeing that the young
man was industrious, made him the officer over all the labor force of the house of
Joseph.

29 Now it happened at that time, when Jeroboam went out of Jerusalem, that the
prophet Ahijah the Shilonite met him on the way; and he had clothed himself with a new
garment, and the two were alone in the field.

30 Then Ahijah took hold of the new garment that was on him, and tore it into twelve
pieces.

31 Jeroboam, “Take for yourself ten pieces; for

--thus says the Lord, the God --Behold, | will Tear the Kingdom out of the hand of
Solomon and give you ten tribes 32 (but he will have one tribe, for the sake of My
servant David and for the sake of Jerusalem, the city which I have chosen from all the
tribes of Israel),

33 because they have forsaken Me, and have worshiped ashtoreth the goddess of the
Sidonians, chemosh the god of Moab, and Milcom the god of the sons of Ammon;
and

--They have Not Walked in My ways, doing/Obeying --what is Right in My sight
and observing My statutes and My ordinances,

41 Now the rest of the acts of Solomon and whatever he did, and his wisdom, are they
not written in the book of the acts of Solomon?

42 Thus the time that Solomon reigned in Jerusalem over all Israel --was forty years.

43 And Solomon slept/died with his fathers and was buried in the city of his father
David, and --his son Rehoboam reigned in his place.




CHAPTER 12

1 And Rehoboam went to Shechem, for all Israel had gone to Shechem to make him
king. 2 So it happened, when Jeroboam the son of Nebat heard it (he was still in Egypt,
for he had fled from the presence of King Solomon and had been dwelling in Egypt),

3 Then they sent and called him, and Jeroboam and all the assembly of Israel came and
spoke to Rehoboam, saying, 4 “Your father (Solomon) made our yoke hard; now
therefore lighten the hard service of your father and his heavy yoke which he put on us,
and we will serve you.” 5 Then he said to them, “Depart for three days, then return to
me.” So the people departed.

6 Then King Rehoboam consulted the elders who stood before his father Solomon while
he still lived, and he said, “How do you advise me to answer these people?”

7 And they spoke to him, saying, “If you will be a servant to these people today, and
serve them, and answer them, and speak good words to them, then they will be your
servants forever.”

8 But he rejected the advice which the elders had given him and consulted the young
men who had grown up with him, who stood before him. 9 And he said to them, “What
advice do you give? How should we answer this people who have spoken to me, saying,
‘Lighten the yoke which your father put on us’?”

10 Then the young men who had grown up with him spoke to him, saying, “Thus you
should speak to this people who have spoken to you, saying, ‘Your father made our yoke
heavy, but you make it lighter on us’—thus you shall say to them: ‘My little finger shall
be thicker than my father’s waist 11 And now, whereas my father put a heavy yoke on
you, | will add to your yoke; my father chastised you with whips, but | will chastise you
with scourges’”

12 Then Jeroboam and all the people came to Rehoboam on the third day as the king had
directed, saying, “Return to me on the third day.” 13 The king answered the people
harshly, for he Forsook the Advice of the elders which they had given him,

14 and he spoke to them according to the advice of the young men, saying, “My father
made your yoke heavy, but | will add to your yoke; my father disciplined you with
whips, but I will discipline you with scorpions.”

15 So the King --Did Not Listen --to the people --for it was a turn of events from the
Lord, that He might establish His word, which the Lord spoke through Ahijah the
Shilonite to Jeroboam the son of Nebat.

16 When all Israel saw that the king did not listen to them, the people answered the king,
saying,

“What portion do we have in David?
We have no inheritance in the son of Jesse;



To your tents, O Israel
Now look after your own house, David.”

So, Israel departed to their tents.

17 But as for the sons of Israel who lived in the cities of Judah, Rehoboam reigned over
them. 18 Then King Rehoboam sent Adoram, who was over the forced labor, and all
Israel stoned him to death. And King Rehoboam made haste to mount his chariot to flee
to Jerusalem.

19 So Israel has been in rebellion against the house of David to this day.

20 It came about when all Israel heard that Jeroboam had returned, that they sent and
called him to the assembly and made him King over all Israel. None but the tribe of
Judah followed the house of David.

21 And when Rehoboam came to Jerusalem, he assembled all the house of Judah with
the tribe of Benjamin, one hundred and eighty thousand chosen men who were warriors,
to fight against the house of Israel, that he might restore the kingdom to Rehoboam the
son of Solomon. 22 But the word of God came to Shemaiah the man of God, saying,

23 “Speak to Rehoboam the son of Solomon, king of Judah, to all the house of Judah
and Benjamin, and to the rest of the people, saying, 24 ‘Thus says the Lord: “You shall
not go up nor fight against your brethren the children of Israel. Let every man return to
his house, for this thing is from Me.” Therefore, they obeyed the Word of the Lord, and
turned back, according to the word of the Lord.

25 Then Jeroboam built Shechem in the mountains of Ephraim and dwelt there. Also, he
went out from there and built Penuel. 26 And Jeroboam said in his heart, “Now the
kingdom may return to the house of David: 27 If these people go up to offer sacrifices in
the house of the Lord at Jerusalem, then the heart of this people will turn back to their
lord, Rehoboam king of Judah, and they will kill me and go back to Rehoboam king of
Judah.”

28 Therefore the king asked advice, made two calves of gold, and said to the people, “It
Is too much for you to go up to Jerusalem. Here are your gods, O Israel, which brought
you up from the land of Egypt” 29 And he set up one in Bethel, and the other he put

in Dan. 30 Now this thing became a sin, for the people went to worship before the one as
far as Dan. 31 He made shrines on the high places, and made priests from every class of
people, who were not of the sons of Levi.

32 Jeroboam ordained a feast on the fifteenth day of the eighth month, like the feast
that was in Judah, and offered sacrifices on the altar. So he did at Bethel, sacrificing to
the calves that he had made. And at Bethel he installed the priests of the high places
which he had made.

33 So he made offerings on the altar which he had made at Bethel on the fifteenth day of
the eighth month, in the month which he had devised in his own heart. And he ordained



a feast for the children of Israel and offered sacrifices on the altar and burned incense.

CHAPTER 13

1 Now behold, there came --a Man of God from Judah --to Bethel

--by the Word of the Lord, while Jeroboam was standing by the altar to burn

incense. 2 He cried against the altar by the Word of the Lord, and said --<“O altar, altar, --
thus says the Lord, ‘Behold, a son shall be born to the house of David,

Josiah by name; and on you he shall sacrifice the priests of the high places who burn
incense on you, and human bones shall be burned on you.” ”

3 Then he gave a sign the same day, saying, “This is the sign which the Lord has spoken,
‘Behold, the altar shall be split apart and the ashes which are on it shall be poured

out.”” 4 Now when the king heard the saying of the Man of God, which he cried against
the altar in Bethel, Jeroboam stretched out his hand from the altar, saying, “Seize him.”

But his hand which he stretched out against him dried/shriveled up, so that he could not
draw it back to himself.

5 The altar also was split apart --and the ashes were poured out from the altar, according
to -- the Sign which the Man of God had given --by the Word of the Lord.

6 The King said to the man of God, “Please entreat/beg the Lord your God, and pray for
me, that my hand may be restored to me.” So the man of God entreated the Lord, and the
--king’s hand was restored to him, and it became as it was before.

7 Then the King said to the Man of God, “Come home with me and refresh yourself, and
I will give you a Reward.”

8 But the Man of God said to the king ---“If you were to give me half your house I
would not go with you, nor would | eat bread or drink water in this place.

9 --For so it was Commanded me by the Word of the Lord, saying --

--“You shall eat No bread, nor drink water --nor return by the way which you

came.’ ” 10 So he went another way and did Not return by the way which he came to
Bethel.

11 Now an old/Deceiving/Lying Prophet was living in Bethel; and his sons came and
told him all the deeds which the man of God had done that day in Bethel; the words
which he had spoken to the king, these also they related to their father. 12 Their
father/lying Prophet --said to them, “Which way did he go?” Now his sons had seen the
way which the Man of God who came from Judah had gone. 13 Then he said to his sons,
“Saddle the donkey for me.” So, they saddled the donkey for him and he rode away on
it.




14 So the --Lying Prophet --went after the Man of God and Found him Sitting under an
oak tree; and he said to him, “Are you the Man of God who came from Judah?”” And he
said, “I am.” 15 Then he said to him, “Come home with me and eat bread.”

16 The Man of God said --“I Cannot Return with you, nor Go with you,
--nor will | Eat bread or drink water with you in this place.

17 --For a Command came to me by the Word of the Lord,

--“You shall eat No bread --Nor drink water there;

do Not return by going the way which you came.’ ”

18 The Lying deceiving old man/prophet --said to him --“I also am a Prophet like you,
and an Angel spoke to me by the word of the Lord, saying, ‘Bring him back with you to
your house, that he may eat bread and drink water.” ” -- But he Lied to him --

19 So the Man of God -- Foolishly went back with him and --ate bread in his house and
drank water.

20 Now it came about, as they were sitting down at the table,
that --the Word of the Lord came to the deceiving prophet --who had brought him
back; 21 and he cried to the Man of God who came from Judah, saying,

--Thus says the Lord --‘Because you have Disobeyed the Command of the Lord, and
have Not—observed/done --the commandment which the Lord your God Commanded

you,

22 but have -- returned and eaten bread and drunk water in the place
-- of which God said to you, --“Eat No bread and drink No water”” --your body shall not
come to the grave of your fathers/in your hometown.”

23 It came about after he had eaten bread and after he had drunk, that he saddled the
donkey for him, for the Man of God whom he had brought back.

24 Now when the Disobeying Unfaithful Man of God had gone --a Lion met him on the
way/path and Killed him, and his body was thrown on the road, with the donkey
standing beside it; the lion also was standing beside the body.

25 And behold, men passed by and saw the body thrown on the road, and the lion
standing beside the body; so they came and told it in the city where the old prophet
lived.

26 Now when the old prophet who brought him back from the way heard it, he said,
-- “It is the Man of God, who Disobeyed --the Commands of God Almighty;
therefore the Lord --has given him to the lion, which has torn him and killed him,
according to the Word of the Lord which He spoke to him.




27 And he spoke to his sons, saying, “Saddle the donkey for me.” So they

saddled it. 28 Then he went and found his corpse thrown on the road, and the donkey
and the lion standing by the corpse. The lion had not eaten the corpse nor torn/hurt the
donkey.

29 And the prophet took up the corpse of the man of God, laid it on the donkey, and
brought it back. So the old prophet came to the city to mourn, and to bury him. 30 Then
he laid the corpse in his own tomb; and they mourned over him, saying, “Alas, my
brother.”

31 So it was, after he had buried him, that he spoke to his sons, saying, “When I am
dead, then bury me in the tomb where the man of God is buried; lay my bones beside his
bones. 32 For the saying which he cried out by the Word of the Lord against the altar in
Bethel, and against all the shrines on the high places which are in the cities of Samaria,
will surely come to pass.”

33 After this event Jeroboam --did not turn from his Evil way, but again he made priests
from every class of people for the high places; whoever wished, he consecrated him, and
he became one of the priests of the high places.

34 And this thing was the Sin of the house of Jeroboam, so as to exterminate and
destroy it from the face of the earth.

CHAPTER 14

1 At that time Abijah the son of Jeroboam became sick. 2 And Jeroboam said to his wife,
“Please arise, and disguise yourself, that they may not recognize you as the wife of
Jeroboam and go to Shiloh. Indeed, Ahijah the prophet is there, who told me that |
would be king over this people.

3 Also take with you ten loaves, some cakes, and a jar of honey, and go to him; he will
tell you what will become of the child.” 4 And Jeroboam’s wife did so; she arose and
went to Shiloh and came to the house of Ahijah. But Ahijah could not see, for his eyes
were glazed by reason of his age.

5 Now the Lord had said to Ahijah, “Here is the wife of Jeroboam, coming to ask you
something about her son, for he is sick. Thus and thus you shall say to her; for it will be,
when she comes in, that she will pretend to be another woman.”

6 And so it was, when Ahijah heard the sound of her footsteps as she came through the
door, he said, “Come in, wife of Jeroboam. Why do you pretend to
be another person? For | have been sent to you with bad news.

7 Go, say to Jeroboam --Thus says the Lord God --Because | exalted you from among
the people and made you leader over My people Israel, 8 and tore the kingdom away
from the house of David and gave it to you—



--yet you have Not been like My servant David, who kept/obeyed My commandments
and who followed Me --with All his Heart --to do only that which was right in My sight.

9 You have done More Evil than all who were before you, and have gone and made for
yourself other gods and molten images to --Provoke Me to Anger

--and have cast Me behind your back—

10 --therefore behold, I am bringing Calamity on the house of Jeroboam.

15 “For the Lord will strike Israel, as a reed is shaken in the water; and He will uproot
Israel from this good land which He gave to their fathers, and will scatter them beyond
the Euphrates River,

-- because they have made their Idols and worshiped them --Provoking the Lord to
Anger --.

16 He will give up Israel on account of the Sins of Jeroboam, which he committed and
with which --he made Israel to Sin.”

19 Now the rest of the acts of Jeroboam, how he made war and how he reigned, behold,
they are written in the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Israel. 20 The time that
Jeroboam reigned was twenty-two years --and he slept with his fathers --and Nadab his
son reigned in his place.

21 Now Rehoboam the son of Solomon reigned in Judah. Rehoboam was forty-one
years old when he became King, and he reigned seventeen years in Jerusalem, the city
which the Lord had chosen from all the tribes of Israel to put His name there. And his
mother’s name was Naamah the Ammonitess.

22 Judah did Evil in the sight of the Lord

--and they --Provoked God --to Jealousy --more than all that their fathers had done --
with the Sins which they committed--.

23 For they also built for themselves high places and sacred pillars and Asherim on
every high hill and beneath every luxuriant tree. 24 There were also male cult prostitutes
in the land. They did according to all the Abominations of the nations which the

Lord dispossessed before the sons of Israel.

29 Now the rest of the acts of Rehoboam and all that he did, are they not written in the
Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Judah? 30 There was war between Rehoboam
and Jeroboam continually. 31 And Rehoboam slept/died with his fathers and was buried
with his fathers in the city of David; and his mother’s name was Naamah the
Ammonitess. And Abijam his son --became King in his place.

CHAPTER 15

1 Now in the eighteenth year of King Jeroboam, the son of Nebat -- Abijam became
King over Judah --He reigned three years in Jerusalem --and his mother’s name was



Maacah the daughter of Abishalom.

3 -- He walked in all the Sins --of his father which he had committed before him;

and his --Heart was Not Wholly/completely devoted to the Lord his God, like the heart
of his father David. 4 But for David’s sake the Lord his God gave him a lamp in
Jerusalem, to raise up his son after him and to establish Jerusalem;

5 because David did what was right in the sight of the Lord and had not turned aside
from anything that He commanded him all the days of his life --except in the case of
Uriah the Hittite. 6 There was war between Rehoboam and Jeroboam all the days of his
life.

7 Now the rest of the acts of Abijam and all that he did --are they not written in the Book
of the Chronicles of the Kings of Judah? And there was war between Abijam and
Jeroboam.

8 And Abijam slept with his fathers --and they buried him in the city of David; and
--Asa --his son --became king in his place.

9 So in the twentieth year of Jeroboam the King of Israel, Asa began to reign as king of
Judah. 10 He reigned forty-one years in Jerusalem; and his mother’s name was Maacah
the daughter of Abishalom.

11 --King Asa did what was --Right in the sight of the Lord like David his father.

12 He also put away the male cult prostitutes from the land and --Removed All the Idols
which his fathers had made. 13 He also removed Maacah his mother from being queen
mother, because she had made a horrid image as an asherah; and Asa cut down her
horrid image and burned it at the brook Kidron. 14 But the high places were not taken
away;

nevertheless --the Heart of Asa was --Wholly Devoted to the Lord all his days.

23 Now the rest of all the acts of Asa and all his might and all that he did and the cities
which he built, are they not written in the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Judah?
But in the time of his old age he was diseased in his feet.

24 And Asa slept with his fathers --and was buried with his fathers in the city of David
his father.

25 Now Nadab the son of Jeroboam became king over Israel in the second year of Asa
king of Judah, and he reigned over Israel two years. 26 And he did evil in the sight of
the Lord, and walked in the way of his father, and in his sin by which he had made Israel
sin.

27 Then Baasha the son of Ahijah, of the house of Issachar, conspired against him. And
Baasha killed him at Gibbethon, which belonged to the Philistines, while Nadab and all
Israel laid siege to Gibbethon. 28 Baasha killed him in the third year of Asa king of



Judah and reigned in his place.

29 And it was so, when he became king, that he killed all the house of Jeroboam. He did
not leave to Jeroboam anyone that breathed, until he had destroyed him, according to the
word of the Lord which He had spoken by His servant Ahijah the Shilonite, 30 because
of the sins of Jeroboam, which he had sinned and by which he had made Israel sin,
because of his provocation with which he had provoked the Lord God of Israel to anger.

31 Now the rest of the acts of Nadab, and all that he did, are they not written in the book
of the chronicles of the kings of Israel? 32 And there was war between Asa and Baasha
king of Israel all their days.

33 In the third year of Asa king of Judah, Baasha the son of Ahijah became king over all
Israel in Tirzah, and reigned twenty-four years. 34 He did evil in the sight of the Lord,
and walked in the way of Jeroboam, and in his sin by which he had made Israel sin.

CHAPTER 16

1 Then the Word of the Lord came to Jehu the son of Hanani, against Baasha,

saying: 2 “Inasmuch as I lifted you out of the dust and made you ruler over My people
Israel, and you have walked in the way of Jeroboam, and have made My people Israel
sin, to provoke Me to anger with their sins, 3 surely | will take away the posterity of
Baasha and the posterity of his house, and | will make your house like the house of
Jeroboam the son of Nebat. 4 The dogs shall eat whoever belongs to Baasha and dies in
the city, and the birds of the air shall eat whoever dies in the fields.”

5 Now the rest of the acts of Baasha, what he did, and his might, are they not written in
the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel? 6 So Baasha rested with his fathers and
was buried in Tirzah. Then Elah his son reigned in his place.

7 And also the word of the Lord came by the prophet Jehu the son of Hanani against
Baasha and his house, because of all the evil that he did in the sight of the Lord in
provoking Him to anger with the work of his hands, in being like the house of Jeroboam,
and because he killed them.

8 In the twenty-sixth year of Asa king of Judah, Elah the son of Baasha became king
over Israel, and reigned two years in Tirzah. 9 Now his servant Zimri, commander of
half his chariots, conspired against him as he was in Tirzah drinking himself drunk in the
house of Arza, steward of his house in Tirzah. 10 And Zimri went in and struck him and
killed him in the twenty-seventh year of Asa king of Judah and reigned in his place.

11 Then it came to pass, when he began to reign, as soon as he was seated on his

throne, that he killed all the household of Baasha; he did not leave him one male, neither
of his relatives nor of his friends. 12 Thus Zimri destroyed all the household of

Baasha, according to the word of the Lord, which He spoke against Baasha by Jehu the
prophet, 13 for all the sins of Baasha and the sins of Elah his son, by which they had



sinned and by which they had made Israel sin, in provoking the Lord God of Israel to
anger with their idols.

14 Now the rest of the acts of Elah, and all that he did, are they not written in the book
of the chronicles of the kings of Israel?

15 In the twenty-seventh year of Asa king of Judah, Zimri had reigned in Tirzah seven
days. And the people were encamped against Gibbethon, which belonged to the
Philistines.

16 Now the people who were encamped heard it said, “Zimri has conspired and also has
killed the king.” So all Israel made Omri, the commander of the army, king over Israel
that day in the camp. 17 Then Omri and all Israel with him went up from Gibbethon, and
they besieged Tirzah.

18 And it happened, when Zimri saw that the city was taken, that he went into the citadel
of the king’s house and burned the king’s house down upon himself with fire, and

died, 19 because of the sins which he had committed in doing evil in the sight of

the Lord, in walking in the way of Jeroboam, and in his sin which he had committed to
make Israel sin.

20 Now the rest of the acts of Zimri, and the treason he committed, are they not written
in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel?

21 Then the people of Israel were divided into two parts: half of the people followed
Tibni the son of Ginath, to make him king, and half followed Omri. 22 But the people
who followed Omri prevailed over the people who followed Tibni the son of Ginath. So
Tibni died and Omri reigned. 23 In the thirty-first year of Asa king of Judah, Omri
became king over Israel, and reigned twelve years. Six years he reigned in Tirzah.

24 And he bought the hill of Samaria from Shemer for two talents of silver; then he
built on the hill and called the name of the city which he built, Samaria, after the name
of Shemer, owner of the hill.

25 Omri did evil in the eyes of the Lord and did worse than all who were before
him. 26 For he walked in all the ways of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, and in his sin by
which he had made Israel sin, provoking the Lord God of Israel to anger with their idols.

27 Now the rest of the acts of Omri which he did, and the might that he showed, are they
not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel?

28 So Omri rested with his fathers and was buried in Samaria. Then Ahab his son
reigned in his place.

29 In the thirty-eighth year of Asa king of Judah, Ahab the son of Omri became king
over Israel; and Ahab the son of Omri reigned over Israel in Samaria twenty-two
years. 30 Now Ahab the son of Omri did evil in the sight of the Lord, more than all
who were before him.



31 And it came to pass, as though it had been a trivial thing for him to walk in the sins of
Jeroboam the son of Nebat, that he took as wife Jezebel the daughter of Ethbaal, king of
the Sidonians; and he went and served baal and worshiped him. 32 Then he set up an
altar for baal in the temple of baal, which he had built in Samaria.

33 And Ahab made a wooden image. Ahab did more to provoke the Lord God of Israel
to anger than all the kings of Israel who were before him.

34 In his days Hiel of Bethel built Jericho. He laid its foundation with Abiram his
firstborn, and with his youngest son Segub he set up its gates, according to the word of
the Lord, which He had spoken through Joshua the son of Nun.

CHAPTER 17

1 Now Elijah the Tishbite, who was of the settlers of Gilead, said to Ahab, “As the
Lord, the God of Israel lives, before whom I stand, surely there shall be neither dew nor
rain these years, except by my word.”

2 The Word of the Lord came to Elijah, saying --Go away from here and turn eastward,
and hide yourself by the Brook Cherith, which is east of the Jordan. 4 It shall be that you
will drink of the brook, and I have commanded the ravens to provide/food for you
there.”

5 So he went and did according to the Word of the Lord, for he went and lived by the
brook Cherith, which is east of the Jordan. 6 The ravens --brought him bread and meat in
the morning and bread and meat in the evening, and he would drink from the brook.

7 It happened after a while that the brook dried up, because there was no rain in the land.

8 Then the Word of the Lord came to Elijah, saying --Arise, go to Zarephath, which
belongs to Sidon, and stay there; behold --1 have commanded a widow there to provide
for you.”

10 So he arose and went to Zarephath, and when he came to the gate of the city, behold,
a widow was there gathering sticks; and he called to her and said, “Please get me a little
water in a jar, that [ may drink.”

11 As she was going to get it, he called to her and said, “Please bring me a piece of
bread in your hand.” 12 But she said, “As the Lord your God lives, | have no bread, only
a handful of flour in the bowl and a little oil in the jar; and behold, | am gathering a few
sticks that [ may go in and prepare for me and my son, that we may eat it and die.”

13 Then Elijah said to her, “Do Not Fear; go, do as you have said, but make me a little
bread cake from it first and bring it out to me, and afterward you may make one for
yourself and for your son.




14 For thus says the Lord God of Israel --

--‘The bowl of flour shall not be exhausted, nor shall the jar of oil be empty, until the
day that the Lord sends Rain on the face of the earth.” ” 15 So she went and did
according to the word of Elijah, and she and he and her household ate
for many days. 16 The bowl of flour was not exhausted nor did the jar of oil become
empty, according to the Word of the Lord which He spoke through Elijah.

17 Now it came about after these things that the son of the woman, the mistress of the
house, became sick; and his sickness was so severe that there was no breath left in

him. 18 So she said to Elijah, “What do I have to do with you, O man of God? You have
come to me to bring my iniquity to remembrance and to put my son to death.”

19 He said to her, “Give me your son.” Then he took him from her bosom and carried
him up to the upper room where he was living and laid him on his own bed.

20 He called to the Lord and said, “O Lord my God, have You also brought calamity to
the widow with whom I am staying, by causing her son to die?” 21 Then he stretched
himself upon the child three times, and called to the Lord and said, “O Lord my God, |
pray You, let this child’s life return to him.”

22 The Lord heard the voice of Elijah --and the life of the child returned to him and he
revived.

23 Elijah took the child and brought him down from the upper room into the house and
gave him to his mother; and Elijah said, “See, your son is alive.” 24 Then the woman
said to Elijah, “Now I know that you are a man of God and that the Word of the Lord in
your mouth is Truth.”

CHAPTER 18

1 Now it happened after many days that the Word of the Lord came to Elijah in the third
year, saying, “Go, show yourself to Ahab, and I will send Rain on the face of the

earth.” 2 So Elijah went to show himself to Ahab. Now the famine was severe in
Samaria.

3 Ahab called Obadiah who was over the household.

Now Obadiah Feared --the Lord Greatly;

4 for when Jezebel destroyed the prophets of the Lord, Obadiah took a hundred prophets
and hid them by fifties in a cave, and provided them with bread and water.)

5 Then Ahab said to Obadiah, “Go through the land to all the springs of water and to all
the valleys; perhaps we will find grass and keep the horses and mules alive, and not have
to kill some of the cattle.” 6 So they divided the land between them to survey it; Ahab
went one way by himself and Obadiah went another way by himself.

7 Now as Obadiah was on the way, behold, Elijah met him, and he recognized him and



fell on his face and said, “Is this you, Elijah my master?”

8 He said to him, “It is I. Go, say to your master, ‘Behold, Elijah is here.””” 9 He said,
“What sin have I committed, that you are giving your servant into the hand of Ahab to
put me to death? 10 As the Lord your God lives, there is no nation or kingdom where my
master has not sent to search for you; and when they said, ‘He is not here,” he made the
kingdom or nation swear that they could not find you. 11 And now you are saying, ‘Go,
say to your master, “Behold, Elijah is here.””’

12 1t will come about when | leave you that the Spirit of the Lord will carry you where |
do not know; so when | come and tell Ahab and he cannot find you, he will kill me,
although | your servant has Feared the Lord from my youth. 13 Has it not been told to
my master what I did when Jezebel killed the prophets of the Lord, that | hid a hundred
prophets of the Lord by fifties in a cave, and provided them with bread and water?

14 And now you are saying, ‘Go, say to your master, “Behold, Elijah is here” ’; he will
then kill me.” 15 Elijah said, “As the Lord of hosts lives, before whom I stand, | will
surely show myself to him today.” 16 So Obadiah went to meet Ahab and told him; and
Ahab went to meet Elijah.

17 When Ahab saw Elijah, Ahab said to him, “Is this you, you who has troubled
Israel?”

18 He said, “I have not troubled Israel, but you and your father’s house have, because
you have --Forsaken the Commandments of the Lord --and you have followed the
baals/idols.

19 Now then send and gather to me --all Israel at Mount Carmel, together with 450
prophets of baal and 400 prophets of the asherah, who eat at Jezebel’s table.”

20 So Ahab sent a message among all the sons of Israel and brought the prophets
together at Mount Carmel. 21 Elijah came near to all the people and said, “How

long will you hesitate between two opinions? If the Lord is God, follow Him; but if baal,
follow him.” But the people did not answer him a word. 22 Then Elijah said to the
people, “I alone am left a Prophet of the Lord, but baal’s prophets are 450 men.

23 Now let them give us two oxen; and let them choose one ox for themselves and cut it
up, and place it on the wood, but put no fire under it; and | will prepare the other ox and
lay it on the wood, and I will not put a fire under it. 24 Then you call on the name of
your god, and I will call on the Name of the Lord God Almighty, and the God who
answers by Fire --He is God.” And all the people said, “That is a good idea.”

25 So Elijah said to the prophets of baal, “Choose one ox for yourselves and prepare it
first for you are many, and call on the name of your god, but put no fire under



it.” 26 Then they took the ox which was given them and they prepared it and called on
the name of baal from morning until noon saying, “O baal, answer us.” But there was no
voice and no one answered. And they leaped about the altar which they made.

27 1t came about at noon, that --Elijah mocked the false prophets and said --Call out
with a loud voice, for he is a god; either he is occupied/doing number 2 --or gone aside -
-0r is on a journey --or perhaps he is asleep and needs to be awakened.”

28 So they cried with a loud voice and cut themselves according to their custom with
swords and lances until the blood gushed out on them. 29 When midday was past, they
raved until the time of the offering of the evening sacrifice; but there was no voice, no
one answered, and no one paid attention.

30 Then Elijah said to all the people, “Come near to me.” So all the people came near to
him. And he repaired the altar of the Lord which had been torn down. 31 Elijah took
twelve stones according to the number of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, to whom the
word of the Lord had come, saying, “Israel shall be your name.” 32 So with the stones
he built an altar in the name of the Lord, and he made a trench around the altar, large
enough to hold two measures of seed.

33 Then he arranged the wood and cut the ox in pieces and laid it on the wood. 34 And
he said, “Fill four pitchers with water and pour it on the burnt offering and on the
wood.” And he said, “Do it a second time,” and they did it a second time. And he said,
“Do it a third time,” and they did it a third time. 35 The water flowed around the altar
and he also filled the trench with water.

36 At the time of the offering of the evening sacrifice, Elijah the prophet came near and
said, “O Lord, the God of Abraham, Isaac and Israel, today let it be known that You are
God in Israel and that | am Your servant and | have done all these things at Your

word. 37 Answer me, O Lord, answer me, that this people may know that You, O Lord,
are God, and that You have turned their heart back again.”

38 Then the Fire of the Lord fell --and Consumed the burnt offering and the wood and

the stones and the dust, and licked up the water that was in the trench.

39 When all the people saw it, they fell on their faces; and they said,

--“The Lord, He 1s God; the Lord, He is God.”

40 Then Elijah said to them --Seize the prophets of baal; do not let one of them escape.”
So they seized them -- and Elijah brought them down to the brook Kishon, and slew
them there.

41 Now Eljjah said to Ahab, “Go up, eat and drink; for there is the sound of the roar of



a heavy rainstorm.” 42 So Ahab went up to eat and drink. But Elijah went up to the top
of Carmel; and he crouched down on the earth and put his face between his knees. 43 He
said to his servant, “Go up now, look toward the sea.”

So he went up and looked and said, “There is nothing.” And he said,
--“Go back” seven times.

44 1t came about at the seventh time, that he said --Behold, a cloud as small as a man’s
hand is coming up from the sea.” And he said, “Go up, say to Ahab, ‘Prepare your
chariot and go down, so that the heavy rain does not stop you.” ” 45 In a little while the
sky grew black with clouds and wind --and there was a heavy rain. And Ahab rode and
went to Jezreel. 46 Then the hand of the Lord was on Elijah,

--and he girded up his loins/tucked his robe into his belt -- and Outran Ahab to Jezreel.

CHAPTER 19

1 Now Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, and how he had killed all the prophets
with the sword. 2 Then Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah, saying, “So may the gods do
to me and even more, if I do not make your life as the life of one of them by tomorrow
about this time.” 3 And he was afraid and arose and ran for his life and came to
Beersheba, which belongs to Judah, and left his servant there.

4 But he himself went a day’s journey into the wilderness, and came and sat down under
a juniper tree; and he requested for himself that he might die,

-- and Elijah said --“It is enough; now, O Lord, --Take My Life, for | am not better than
my fathers.”

5 He lay down and slept under a juniper tree; and behold, there was an Angel touching
him, and he said to him, “Arise, eat.” 6 Then he looked and behold, there was at his head
a bread cake baked on hot stones, and a jar of water. So, he ate and drank and lay down
again.

7 The Angel of the Lord came again a second time and touched him and said, ““Arise,
eat, because the journey is too great for you.” 8 So he arose and ate and drank, and went
in --the strength of that food --Forty Days and forty nights --to Horeb, the mountain of
God.

9 Then he came there to a Cave and lodged there; and behold, the Word of the

Lord came to him, and He said to him --What are you doing here, Elijah?”

10 He said, “I have been very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts; for the sons of
Israel have forsaken Your covenant, torn down Your altars and killed Your prophets with
the sword. And I alone am left; and they seek my life, to take it away.”




11 So He said, “Go forth and stand on the mountain before the Lord.” And behold, the
Lord was passing by --And a great and strong wind was rending the mountains and
breaking in pieces the rocks before the Lord; but the Lord was not in the wind. And after
the wind an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the earthquake. 12 After the earthquake
a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire; and after the fire a Still Small Voice.

13 When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and stood in the
entrance of the cave. And behold, a voice came to him and said,

-- “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 14 Then he said, “I have been very zealous for the
Lord, the God of hosts; for the sons of Israel have forsaken Your covenant, torn down
Your altars and killed Your prophets with the sword. And | alone am left; and they seek
my life, to take it away.”

15 The Lord said to him --GO -- return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus, and
when you have arrived, you shall anoint Hazael king over Aram; 16 and Jehu the son of
Nimshi you shall anoint king over Israel; and Elisha the son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah
you shall anoint as prophet in your place. 17 It shall come about, the one who escapes
from the sword of Hazael, Jehu shall put to death, and the one who escapes from the
sword of Jehu, Elisha shall put to death.

18 Yet | will leave 7,000 in Israel --all the knees that have not bowed to baal and every
mouth that has not kissed him.”
19 So he departed from there --and found Elisha the son of Shaphat,

while he was plowing with twelve pairs of oxen before him, and he with the twelfth.
And Elijah passed over to him and threw his mantle on him. 20 He left the oxen and ran
after Elijah and said, “Please let me kiss my father and my mother, then | will follow
you.” And he said to him, “Go back again, for what have I done to you?” 21 So he
returned from following him, and took the pair of oxen and sacrificed them and boiled
their flesh with the implements of the oxen, and gave it to the people and they ate.

Then Elisha arose and followed Elijah and ministered to him.

CHAPTER 20

1 Now Ben-Hadad the king of Syria gathered all his forces together; thirty-two

kings were with him, with horses and chariots. And he went up and besieged Samaria,
and made war against it. 2 Then he sent messengers into the city to Ahab king of Israel,
and said to him, “Thus says Ben-Hadad: 3 “Your silver and your gold are mine; your
loveliest wives and children are mine.””

4 And the king of Israel answered and said, “My lord, O king, just as you say, I and all
that I have are yours.”



5 Then the messengers came back and said, “Thus speaks Ben-Hadad, saying, ‘Indeed |
have sent to you, saying, “You shall deliver to me your silver and your gold, your wives
and your children”; 6 but I will send my servants to you tomorrow about this time, and
they shall search your house and the houses of your servants. And it shall

be, that whatever is pleasant in your eyes, they will put it in their hands and take it.””

7 So the king of Israel called all the elders of the land, and said, “Notice, please, and see
how this man seeks trouble, for he sent to me for my wives, my children, my silver, and
my gold; and | did not deny him.”

8 And all the elders and all the people said to him, “Do not listen or consent.”

9 Therefore he said to the messengers of Ben-Hadad, “Tell my lord the king, ‘All that
you sent for to your servant the first time | will do, but this thing I cannot do.””

And the messengers departed and brought back word to him.

10 Then Ben-Hadad sent to him and said, “The gods do so to me, and more also, if
enough dust is left of Samaria for a handful for each of the people who follow me.”

11 So the king of Israel answered and said, “Tell him, ‘Let not the one who puts on his
armor boast like the one who takes it off.””

12 And it happened when Ben-Hadad heard this message, as he and the
kings were drinking at the command post, that he said to his servants, “Get ready.” And
they got ready to attack the city.

13 Suddenly a prophet approached Ahab king of Israel, saying, “Thus says the Lord:
‘Have you seen all this great multitude? Behold, | will deliver it into your hand today,
and you shall know that | am the Lord.””

14 So Ahab said, “By whom?”

And he said, “Thus says the Lord: ‘By the young leaders of the provinces.’ ”
Then he said, “Who will set the battle in order?”

And he answered, “You.”

15 Then he mustered the young leaders of the provinces, and there were two hundred
and thirty-two; and after them he mustered all the people, all the children of Israel—
seven thousand.

16 So they went out at noon. Meanwhile Ben-Hadad and the thirty-two kings helping
him were getting drunk at the command post. 17 The young leaders of the provinces
went out first. And Ben-Hadad sent out a patrol, and they told him, saying, “Men are
coming out of Samaria” 18 So he said, “If they have come out for peace, take them
alive; and if they have come out for war, take them alive.”

19 Then these young leaders of the provinces went out of the city with the army which
followed them. 20 And each one killed his man; so the Syrians fled, and Israel pursued



them; and Ben-Hadad the king of Syria escaped on a horse with the cavalry. 21 Then the
king of Israel went out and attacked the horses and chariots, and killed the Syrians with
a great slaughter.

22 And the prophet came to the king of Israel and said to him, “Go, strengthen yourself;
take note, and see what you should do, for in the spring of the year the king of Syria will
come up against you.”

23 Then the servants of the king of Syria said to him, “Their gods are gods of the hills.
Therefore they were stronger than we; but if we fight against them in the plain, surely
we will be stronger than they. 24 So do this thing: Dismiss the kings, each from his
position, and put captains in their places; 25 and you shall muster an army like the
army that you have lost, horse for horse and chariot for chariot. Then we will fight
against them in the plain; surely we will be stronger than they.”

And he listened to their voice and did so.

26 So it was, in the spring of the year, that Ben-Hadad mustered the Syrians and went up
to Aphek to fight against Israel. 27 And the children of Israel were mustered and given
provisions, and they went against them. Now the children of Israel encamped before
them like two little flocks of goats, while the Syrians filled the countryside.

28 Then a man of God came and spoke to the king of Israel, and said, “Thus says

the Lord: ‘Because the Syrians have said, “The Lord is God of the hills, but He is not
God of the valleys,” therefore | will deliver all this great multitude into your hand, and
you shall know that | am the Lord.””

29 And they encamped opposite each other for seven days. So it was that on the seventh
day the battle was joined; and the children of Israel killed one hundred thousand foot
soldiers of the Syrians in one day. 30 But the rest fled to Aphek, into the city; then a wall
fell on twenty-seven thousand of the men who were left.

And Ben-Hadad fled and went into the city, into an inner chamber.

31 Then his servants said to him, “Look now, we have heard that the kings of the house
of Israel are merciful kings. Please, let us put sackcloth around our waists and ropes
around our heads, and go out to the king of Israel; perhaps he will spare your life.” 32 So
they wore sackcloth around their waists and put ropes around their heads, and came to
the king of Israel and said, “Your servant Ben-Hadad says, ‘Please let me live.””

And he said, “Is he still alive? He is my brother.”

33 Now the men were watching closely to see whether any sign of mercy would
come from him; and they quickly grasped at this word and said, ‘““Your brother Ben-
Hadad.”

So he said, “Go, bring him.” Then Ben-Hadad came out to him; and he had him come up
into the chariot.



34 So Ben-Hadad said to him, “The cities which my father took from your father I will
restore; and you may set up marketplaces for yourself in Damascus, as my father did in
Samaria.”

Then Ahab said, “I will send you away with this treaty.” So he made a treaty with him
and sent him away.

35 Now a certain man of the sons of the prophets said to his neighbor by the word of
the Lord, “Strike me, please.” And the man refused to strike him. 36 Then he said to
him, “Because you have not obeyed the voice of the Lord, surely, as soon as you depart
from me, a lion shall kill you.” And as soon as he left him, a lion found him and killed
him.

37 And he found another man, and said, “Strike me, please.” So the man struck him,
inflicting a wound. 38 Then the prophet departed and waited for the king by the road,
and disguised himself with a bandage over his eyes.

39 Now as the king passed by, he cried out to the king and said, “Your servant went out
into the midst of the battle; and there, a man came over and brought a man to me, and
said, ‘Guard this man; if by any means he is missing, your life shall be for his life, or
else you shall pay a talent of silver.” 40 While your servant was busy here and there, he
was gone.”

Then the king of Israel said to him, “So shall your judgment be; you yourself have
decided it.”

41 And he hastened to take the bandage away from his eyes; and the king of Israel
recognized him as one of the prophets. 42 Then he said to him, “Thus says

the Lord: ‘Because you have let slip out of your hand a man whom | appointed to utter
destruction, therefore your life shall go for his life, and your people for his people.’”

43 So the king of Israel went to his house sullen and displeased and came to Samaria.

CHAPTER 21

1 And it came to pass after these things that Naboth the Jezreelite had a vineyard
which was in Jezreel, next to the palace of Ahab king of Samaria. 2 So Ahab spoke to
Naboth, saying, “Give me your vineyard, that | may have it for a vegetable garden,
because it is near, next to my house; and for it I will give you a vineyard better than
it. Or, if it seems good to you, | will give you its worth in money.”

3 But Naboth said to Ahab, “The Lord forbid that I should give the inheritance of my
fathers to you”

4 So Ahab went into his house sullen and displeased because of the word which Naboth
the Jezreelite had spoken to him; for he had said, “I will not give you the inheritance of
my fathers.” And he lay down on his bed, and turned away his face, and would eat no



food. 5 But Jezebel his wife came to him, and said to him, “Why is your spirit so sullen
that you eat no food?”

6 He said to her, “Because I spoke to Naboth the Jezreelite, and said to him, ‘Give me
your vineyard for money; or else, if it pleases you, | will give you another vineyard for
it.” And he answered, ‘I will not give you my vineyard.””

7 Then Jezebel his wife said to him, “You now exercise authority over Israel Arise, eat
food, and let your heart be cheerful; | will give you the vineyard of Naboth the
Jezreelite.”

8 And she wrote letters in Ahab’s name, sealed them with his seal, and sent the letters to
the elders and the nobles who were dwelling in the city with Naboth. 9 She wrote in the
letters, saying,

Proclaim a fast, and seat Naboth with high honor among the people; 10 and seat two
men, scoundrels, before him to bear witness against him, saying, “You have blasphemed
God and the king.” Then take him out, and stone him, that he may die.

11 So the men of his city, the elders and nobles who were inhabitants of his city, did as
Jezebel had sent to them, as it was written in the letters which she had sent to
them. 12 They proclaimed a fast, and seated Naboth with high honor among the people.

13 And two men, scoundrels, came in and sat before him; and the scoundrels witnessed
against him, against Naboth, in the presence of the people, saying, “Naboth has
blasphemed God and the king” Then they took him outside the city and stoned him with
stones, so that he died. 14 Then they sent to Jezebel, saying, “Naboth has been stoned
and is dead.”

15 And it came to pass, when Jezebel heard that Naboth had been stoned and was dead,
that Jezebel said to Ahab, “Arise, take possession of the vineyard of Naboth the
Jezreelite, which he refused to give you for money; for Naboth is not alive, but

dead.” 16 So it was, when Ahab heard that Naboth was dead, that Ahab got up and went
down to take possession of the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite.

17 Then the word of the Lord came to Elijah the Tishbite, saying, 18 “Arise, go down to
meet Ahab king of Israel, who lives in Samaria. There he is, in the vineyard of Naboth,
where he has gone down to take possession of it. 19 You shall speak to him, saying,
‘Thus says the Lord: “Have you murdered and also taken possession?”” > And you shall
speak to him, saying, ‘Thus says the Lord: “In the place where dogs licked the blood of
Naboth, dogs shall lick your blood, even yours.” > ”

20 So Ahab said to Elijah, “Have you found me, O my enemy?”

And he answered, “I have found you, because you have sold yourself to do evil in the
sight of the Lord: 21 ‘Behold, I will bring calamity on you. | will take away

your posterity, and will cut off from Ahab every male in Israel, both bond and free. 22 |
will make your house like the house of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, and like the house



of Baasha the son of Ahijah, because of the provocation with which you have
provoked Me to anger, and made Israel sin.’

23 And concerning Jezebel the Lord also spoke, saying, ‘The dogs shall eat Jezebel by
the wall of Jezreel.” 24 The dogs shall eat whoever belongs to Ahab and dies in the city,
and the birds of the air shall eat whoever dies in the field.”

25 But there was no one like Ahab who sold himself to do wickedness in the sight of
the Lord, because Jezebel his wife stirred him up. 26 And he behaved very abominably
in following idols, according to all that the Amorites had done, whom the Lord had cast
out before the children of Israel.

27 So it was, when Ahab heard those words, that he tore his clothes and put sackcloth on
his body, and fasted and lay in sackcloth, and went about mourning.

28 And the Word of the Lord came to Elijah the Tishbite, saying, 29 “See how Ahab has
humbled himself before Me? Because he has humbled himself before Me, | will not
bring the calamity in his days. In the days of his son | will bring the calamity on his
house.”

CHAPTER 22

1 Now three years passed without war between Syria and Israel. 2 Then it came to pass,
in the third year, that Jehoshaphat the King of Judah went down to visit the king of
Israel.

3 And the king of Israel said to his servants, “Do you know that Ramoth in
Gilead is ours, but we hesitate to take it out of the hand of the king of Syria?”” 4 So he
said to Jehoshaphat, “Will you go with me to fight at Ramoth Gilead?”

Jehoshaphat said to the king of Israel, “I am as you are, my people as your people, my
horses as your horses.” 5 Also Jehoshaphat said to the king of Israel, “Please inquire for
the word of the Lord today.”

6 Then the king of Israel gathered the prophets together, about four hundred men, and
said to them, “Shall I go against Ramoth Gilead to fight, or shall I refrain?”

So they said, “Go up, for the Lord will deliver it into the hand of the king.”

7 And Jehoshaphat said, “Is there not still a prophet of the Lord here, that we may
inquire of [Him?”

8 So the king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, “There is still one man, Micah the son of
Imlah, by whom we may inquire of the Lord; but I hate him, because he does not
prophesy good concerning me, but evil.”

And Jehoshaphat said, “Let not the king say such things”
9 Then the king of Israel called an officer and said, “Bring Micah the son of Imlah



quickly.”

10 The king of Israel and Jehoshaphat the king of Judah, having put on their robes, sat
each on his throne, at a threshing floor at the entrance of the gate of Samaria; and all the
prophets prophesied before them. 11 Now Zedekiah the son of Chenaanah had

made horns of iron for himself; and he said, “Thus says the Lord: ‘With these you

shall gore the Syrians until they are destroyed.’”

12 And all the prophets prophesied so, saying, “Go up to Ramoth Gilead and prosper, for
the Lord will deliver it into the king’s hand.”

13 Then the messenger who had gone to call Micah spoke to him, saying, “Now listen,
the words of the prophets with one accord encourage the king. Please, let your word be
like the word of one of them, and speak encouragement.”

14 And Micah said, “As the Lord lives, whatever the Lord says to me, that I will speak.”

15 Then he came to the king; and the king said to him, “Micah, shall we go to war
against Ramoth Gilead, or shall we refrain?”

And he answered him, “Go and prosper, for the Lord will deliver it into the hand of the
king.”

16 So the king said to him, “How many times shall I make you swear that you tell me
nothing but the truth in the name of the Lord?”

17 Then he said, “I saw all Israel scattered on the mountains, as sheep that have no
shepherd. And the Lord said, ‘These have no master. Let each return to his house in

29

peace.

18 And the king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, “Did I not tell you he would Not Prophesy
good concerning me, but evil?”

19 Then Micah said, “Therefore hear the word of the Lord: | saw the Lord sitting on His
throne, and all the host of heaven standing by, on His right hand and on His left. 20 And
the Lord said, “Who will persuade Ahab to go up, that he may fall at Ramoth Gilead?’ So
one spoke in this manner, and another spoke in that manner. 21 Then a spirit came
forward and stood before the Lord, and said, ‘I will persuade him.’

22 The Lord said to him, ‘In what way?’ So he said, ‘I will go out and be a lying spirit
in the mouth of all his prophets.’ And the Lord said, ¢You shall persuade him, and also
prevail. Go out and do so.’

23 Therefore look --The Lord has put a Lying Spirit in the mouth of all these prophets of
yours, and --the Lord has declared disaster against you.”

24 Now Zedekiah the son of Chenaanah went near and struck Micah on the cheek, and
said, “Which way did the spirit from the Lord go from me to speak to you?”

25 And Micah said, “Indeed, you shall see on that day when you go into an inner



chamber to hide.”

26 So the King of Israel said, “Take Micah, and return him to Amon the governor of the
city and to Joash the king’s son; 27 and say, ‘Thus says the king: “Put

this fellow in prison, and feed him with bread of affliction and water of affliction, until 1
come in peace.” > ”

28 But Micah said, “If you ever return in peace, the Lord has not spoken by me.” And he
said, “Take heed, all you people.”

29 So the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat the king of Judah went up to Ramoth

Gilead. 30 And the king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, “I will disguise myself and go into
battle; but you put on your robes.” So, the King of Israel disguised himself and went into
battle.

31 Now the king of Syria had commanded the thirty-two captains of his chariots, saying,
“Fight with no one small or great, but only with the king of Israel.” 32 So it was, when
the captains of the chariots saw Jehoshaphat, that they said, “Surely it is the king of
Israel.” Therefore, they turned aside to fight against him, and Jehoshaphat cried out.

33 And it happened, when the captains of the chariots saw that it was not the king of
Israel, that they turned back from pursuing him.

34 Now a certain man drew a bow at random, and struck the King of Israel between the
joints of his armor. So he said to the driver of his chariot, “Turn around and take me out
of the battle, for I am wounded.”

35 The battle increased that day; and the king was propped up in his chariot, facing the
Syrians, and died at evening. The blood ran out from the wound onto the floor of the
chariot. 36 Then, as the sun was going down, a shout went throughout the army, saying,
“Every man to his city, and every man to his own country”

37 So the king died, and was brought to Samaria. And they buried the king in

Samaria. 38 Then someone washed the chariot at a pool in Samaria, and the dogs licked
up his blood while the prostitutes bathed, according to the word of the Lord which He
had spoken.

39 Now the rest of the acts of Ahab, and all that he did, the ivory house which he built
and all the cities that he built, are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the
kings of Israel? 40 So Ahab rested with his fathers. Then Ahaziah his son reigned in his
place.

41 Jehoshaphat the son of Asa had become king over Judah in the fourth year of Ahab
king of Israel. 42 Jehoshaphat was thirty-five years old when he became king, and he
reigned twenty-five years in Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Azubah the daughter of
Shilhi.

43 And he walked in all the ways of his father Asa. He did not turn aside from them,
doing what was right in the eyes of the Lord. Nevertheless, the high places were not



taken away, for the people offered sacrifices and burned incense on the high
places. 44 Also Jehoshaphat made peace with the king of Israel.

45 Now the rest of the acts of Jehoshaphat, the might that he showed, and how he made
war, are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah? 46 And the
rest of the perverted persons, who remained in the days of his father Asa, he banished
from the land. 47 There was then no king in Edom, only a deputy of the king.

48 Jehoshaphat made merchant ships to go to Ophir for gold; but they never sailed, for
the ships were wrecked at Ezion Geber. 49 Then Ahaziah the son of Ahab said to
Jehoshaphat, “Let my servants go with your servants in the ships.” But Jehoshaphat
would not.

50 And Jehoshaphat rested with his fathers, and was buried with his fathers in the City
of David his father. Then Jehoram his son reigned in his place.

51 Ahaziah the son of Ahab became King over Israel in Samaria in the seventeenth year
of Jehoshaphat king of Judah, and reigned two years over Israel. 52 He did evil in the
sight of the Lord, and walked in the way of his father and in the way of his mother and
in the way of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who had made Israel sin;

53 for he served baal and worshiped him, and provoked the Lord God of Israel to
anger, according to all that his father had done,

END Book of 1st KINGS



Book of 2ND KINGS

Here is a brief Summary of the Book of 2ND KINGS:
--Fire from God kills 100 soldiers trying to arrest Elijah.

--Elijah is taken alive in a chariot in a whirlwind to Heaven.
--Elisha gets a Double Portion --of Elijah's power and anointing.
--God has 42 teenagers killed by two mother Bears for calling Elisha names.

--Naaman the leper is made whole by obeying Elisha's command to dip seven times in
the muddy Jordan River.

--Greedy Gehazi who was Elisha's servant becomes a leper --for stealing and lying in
the name of the Lord.

--Mighty Angels with chariots on a mountainside protect Elisha.
--Elisha says --” There’s more with us than there are with our enemies.”

--There's a great Famine in Samaria --but God makes an army flee quickly thinking
someone is attacking it --then after they leave --they left all their food and bounty --
which the Samaritans find, and the Famine is over.

--Wicked Jezebel is thrown off a balcony and dies.
--God warns his people to start Fearing Him.

--King Sennacherib of Assyria threatens Judah and King Hezekiah.
--But God has an Angel kill 185 thousand Assyrians in one night.

--Hezekiah is Healed and given 15 more years to live.
After Hezekiah dies Mannasah becomes King and does great sinning and also makes
Judah sin before God.

--When Josiah becomes King he is a great king --but disobeys God's command to Not
get involved in Pharaoh Necho's war with Assyria --so God has Josiah assassinated on
the battlefield.



Book Of 2"4 KINGS

CHAPTER 1

1 Now Moab rebelled against Israel after the death of Ahab. 2 And Ahaziah fell through
the lattice in his upper chamber which was in Samaria, and became ill. So he sent
messengers and said to them, “Go, inquire of baal-zebub, the god of ekron, whether |
will recover from this sickness.”

3 But the Angel of the Lord said to Elijah the Tishbite, “Arise, go up to meet the
messengers of the King of Samaria and say to them, ‘Is it because there is no God in
Israel that you are going to inquire of baal-zebub, the god of Ekron?’ 4 Now therefore
thus says the Lord, ‘You shall not come down from the bed where you have gone up, but
you shall surely die.” ” Then Elijah departed.

5 When the messengers returned to him he said to them, “Why have you

returned?” 6 They said to him, “A man came up to meet us and said to us, ‘Go, return to
the king who sent you and say to him, “Thus says the Lord, ‘Is it because there is no
God in Israel that you are sending to inquire of baal-zebub, the god of ekron? Therefore
you shall not come down from the bed where you have gone up, but shall surely die.”

7 He said to them, “What kind of man was he who came up to meet you and spoke these
words to you?”

8 They answered him --He was a hairy man with a leather girdle bound about his loins.”
And he said, “It is Elijah the Tishbite.”

9 Then the King sent to him a captain of fifty with his fifty. And he went up to him, and
behold, he was sitting on the top of the hill. And he said to him, “O man of God, the king
says, ‘Come down.””

10 -- Elijah replied to the captain of fifty soldiers --If I am a man of God, let Fire come
down from Heaven --and consume you and your fifty.” Then Fire came down from
Heaven

--and consumed the captain and his fifty.

11 So he again sent to him another captain of fifty with his fifty soldiers. And he said to
him, “O man of God, thus says the king, ‘Come down quickly.” ” 12 Elijah replied to
them, “If I am a man of God, let fire come down from heaven and consume you and
your fifty.” --Then the Fire of God came down from Heaven --and consumed the
captain and his fifty soldiers.

13 So he again sent the captain of a third fifty with his fifty.
--When the third captain of fifty went up, he came --and bowed down on his knees



before Elijah, and begged him and said to him --O man of God, please let my life and
the lives of these fifty servants of yours --be precious in your sight.

14 Behold fire came down from heaven and consumed the first two captains of fifty with
their fifties of soldiers; but now let my life be precious in your sight.”

15 The Angel of the Lord -- said to Elijah, “Go down with him; do not be afraid of him.”
So he arose and went down with him to the King.

16 Then he said to him, “Thus says the Lord, --Because you have sent messengers to
inquire of baal-zebub --the god of ekron—is it because there is no God in Israel to
inquire of His Word?—therefore you shall Not come down from the bed where you have
gone up --but shall surely Die.” ”

17 --So Ahaziah Died --According to the Word of the Lord --which Elijah had spoken.

And because he had no son, Jehoram became king in his place in the second year of
Jehoram the son of Jehoshaphat, king of Judah. 18 Now the rest of the acts of Ahaziah
which he did, are they not written in the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Israel?

CHAPTER 2

1 And it came about when the Lord was about to take up Elijah by a Whirlwind to
heaven, that Elijah went with Elisha from Gilgal. 2 Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here
please, for the Lord has sent me as far as Bethel.”

But Elisha said, --As the Lord lives and as you yourself live --1 will Not leave you.

So they went down to Bethel. 3 Then the sons of the prophets who were at Bethel came
out to Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that the Lord will take away your master
from over you today?” And he said, “Yes, I know; be still.”

4 Elijah said to him/again --Elisha, please stay here, for the Lord has sent me to
Jericho.”

But Elisha said/again --As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, | will Not Leave you.
So they came to Jericho. 5 The sons of the prophets who were at Jericho approached
Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that the Lord will take away your master from
over you today?” And he answered/again --Yes, | know; Be Still/shut up/be quiet.

6 Then Elijah said to him/a 3™ time --Please stay here, for the Lord has sent me to the
Jordan.” And Elisha said/a 3" time --As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, | will
not leave you.” So the two of them went on.

7 Now fifty men of the sons of the prophets went and stood opposite them at a distance,
while the two of them stood by the Jordan.

8 Elijah took his mantle and folded it together --and Struck the Waters, and they were



divided to the right and to the left --so that the two of them crossed over on dry ground.

9 When they had crossed over, Elijah said to Elisha --Ask --what | shall do for you
before | am taken from you? -- And Elisha said --Please, let a double portion of your
spirit be upon me.”

10 He said --You have asked a Hard Thing.

Nevertheless -- IF -- you See Me --when | am Taken from you --

--it/What you Asked -- shall be so for you; but if not, it shall not be so.”

11 As they were going along and talking, behold, there appeared --
--A Chariot of Fire --and Horses of Fire which -- separated the two of them.

And Elijah went up by --a Whirlwind to Heaven.

12 Elisha saw it --and cried out, “My father, my father, the chariots of Israel and its
horsemen” And he saw Elijah no more. Then he took hold of his own clothes and tore
them in two pieces. 13 He also took up the mantle of Elijah that fell from him and
returned and stood by the bank of the Jordan.

14 He took the mantle of Elijah that fell from him and --Struck the Waters --
--and said --“Where is the Lord, the God of Elijah?”

And when he also had struck the waters --they were divided left and right --
--and Elisha crossed over.

15 Now when the sons of the prophets who were at Jericho opposite him saw him --
they said --The Spirit of Elijah rests on Elisha --

And they came to meet him and bowed themselves to the ground before him. 16 They

said to him, “Behold now, there are with your servants fifty strong men, please let them
go and search for your master; perhaps the Spirit of the Lord has taken him up and cast
him on some mountain or into some valley.” And he said, “You shall not send.”

17 But when they urged him until he relented, he said, “Send.” They sent therefore fifty
men; and they searched three days but --did Not Find Elijah. 18 They returned to him
while he was staying at Jericho; and he said to them --Did I not say to you, ‘Do not
goﬁ?”

23 Then Elisha --went up from there to Bethel: and as he was going up by the way,
young lads/juvenile delinquents came out from the city and -- Mocked Him/made fun of

him and --
said to him --Go up, you Baldy --go up, you bald head.”




24 When Elisha --looked behind him and saw them --
--he --Cursed Them in --the Name of the Lord --

--Then two female Bears came out of the woods --and tore up forty-two lads of their
number/gang.

25 Elisha -- went from there to Mount Carmel, and from there he returned to Samaria.

CHAPTER 3

1 Now Jehoram the son of Ahab became king over Israel at Samaria in the eighteenth
year of Jehoshaphat king of Judah and reigned twelve years. 2 And he did evil in the
sight of the Lord, but not like his father and mother; for he put away the sacred pillar of
baal that his father had made. 3 Nevertheless he persisted in the sins of Jeroboam the son
of Nebat, who had made Israel sin; he did not depart from them.

4 Now Mesha king of Moab was a sheep breeder, and he regularly paid the king of Israel
one hundred thousand lambs and the wool of one hundred thousand rams. 5 But it
happened, when Ahab died, that the king of Moab rebelled against the king of Israel.

6 So King Jehoram went out of Samaria at that time and mustered all Israel. 7 Then he
went and sent to Jehoshaphat king of Judah, saying, “The King of Moab has rebelled
against me. Will you go with me to fight against Moab?”

And he said, “T will go up; | am as you are, my people as your people, my horses as your
horses.” 8 Then he said, “Which way shall we go up?”

And he answered, “By way of the Wilderness of Edom.”

9 So the king of Israel went with the king of Judah and the king of Edom, and they
marched on that roundabout route seven days; and there was no water for the army, nor
for the animals that followed them. 10 And the king of Israel said, “Alas For

the Lord has called these three kings together to deliver them into the hand of Moab.”

11 But Jehoshaphat said, “Is there no prophet of the Lord here, that we may inquire of
the Lord by him?”

So, one of the servants of the king of Israel answered and said, “Elisha the son of
Shaphat is here, who poured water on the hands of Elijah.”

12 And Jehoshaphat said, “The Word of the Lord is with him.” So the king of Israel and
Jehoshaphat and the king of Edom went down to him.

13 Then Elisha said to the king of Israel, “What have I to do with you? Go to the
prophets of your father and the prophets of your mother.”

But the king of Israel said to him, “No, for the Lord has called these three



kings together to deliver them into the hand of Moab.”

14 And Elisha said, “As the Lord of hosts lives, before whom | stand, surely were it not
that | regard the presence of Jehoshaphat king of Judah, | would not look at you, nor see
you. 15 But now bring me a musician.”

Then it happened, when the musician played, that the hand of the Lord came upon him.
16 And he said, “Thus says the Lord: ‘Make this valley full of ditches.’

17 For thus says the Lord: ‘You shall not see wind, nor shall you see rain; yet that valley
shall be Filled with Water, so that you, your cattle, and your animals may drink.’

18 And this is a Simple Matter in the sight of the Lord; He will also deliver the Moabites
into your hand.

19 Also you shall attack every fortified city and every choice city, and shall cut down
every good tree, and stop up every spring of water, and ruin every good piece of land
with stones.”

20 Now it happened in the morning, when the grain offering was offered, that suddenly
water came by way of Edom, and the Land was filled with Water.

21 And when all the Moabites heard that the kings had come up to fight against them, all
who were able to bear arms and older were gathered; and they stood at the

border. 22 Then they rose up early in the morning, and the sun was shining on the water;
and the Moabites saw the water on the other side as red as blood. 23 And they said,
“This 1s blood; the kings have surely struck swords and have killed one another; now
therefore, Moab, to the spoil.”

24 So when they came to the camp of Israel, Israel rose up and attacked the Moabites, so
that they fled before them; and they entered their land, killing the Moabites. 25 Then
they destroyed the cities, and each man threw a stone on every good piece of land and
filled it; and they stopped up all the springs of water and cut down all the good trees. But
they left the stones of Kir Haraseth intact. However ,the slingers surrounded and
attacked it.

26 And when the king of Moab saw that the battle was too fierce for him, he took with
him seven hundred men who drew swords, to break through to the king of Edom, but
they could not. 27 Then he took his eldest son who would have reigned in his place, and
offered him as a burnt offering upon the wall; and there was great indignation against
Israel. So, they departed from him and returned to their own land.

CHAPTER 4

1 Now a certain woman of the wives of the sons of the prophets cried out to Elisha,
“Your servant my husband is dead, and you know that your servant feared the Lord; and
the creditor has come to take my two children to be his slaves.” 2 Elisha said to her,



“What shall I do for you? Tell me, what do you have in the house?” And she said, “Your
maidservant has nothing in the house except a jar of oil.”

3 Then he said,

--“Go, borrow vessels at large for yourself from all your neighbors, even empty vessels
--do not get a few.

4 And you shall go in and shut the door behind you and your sons, and pour out into all
these vessels, and you shall set aside what is full.” 5 So she went from him and shut the
door behind her and her sons; they were bringing the vessels to her and she

poured. 6 When the vessels were full, she said to her son, “Bring me another vessel.”
And he said to her, “There is not one vessel more.” And the oil stopped. 7 Then she
came and told the man of God.

And Elisha said --"Go, sell the oil and pay your debt --and you and your sons can live on
the rest.”

8 Now there came a day when Elisha passed over to Shunem, where there was a well
off/rich woman, and she persuaded him to eat food. And so it was, as often as he passed
by, he turned in there to eat food. 9 She said to her husband, “Behold now, I perceive
that this is a holy man of God passing by us continually.

10 Please, let us make a little walled upper chamber and let us set a bed for him there,
and a table and a chair and a lamp stand; and it shall be, when he comes to us, that he
can turn in there.”

11 One day he came there and turned into the upper chamber and rested.

12 Then he said to Gehazi his servant, “Call this Shunammite.” And when he had called
her, she stood before him. 13 He said to him, “Say now to her, ‘Behold, you have been
careful for us with all this care; what can | do for you? Would you be spoken for to the
king or to the captain of the army?’ ” And she answered, “I live among my own
people.”

14 So he said, “What then is to be done for her?” And Gehazi answered, “Truly she has
no son and her husband is old.” 15 He said, “Call her.” When he had called her, she
stood in the doorway.

16 Then Elisha said, --”’At this season next year you will embrace a son.”

And she said --“No, my lord, O man of God, do not lie to your maidservant.”

17 The woman conceived and bore a son at that season the next year, as Elisha had said
to her.

18 And the child grew. Now it happened one day that he went out to his father, to the
reapers. 19 And he said to his father, “My head, my head.”

So he said to a servant, “Carry him to his mother.” 20 When he had taken him and




brought him to his mother, he sat on her knees till noon, and then died. 21 And she went
up and laid him on the bed of the man of God, shut the door upon him, and went

out. 22 Then she called to her husband, and said, “Please send me one of the young men
and one of the donkeys, that I may run to the man of God and come back.”

23 So he said, “Why are you going to him today? It is neither the New Moon nor the
Sabbath.”

And she said, “It is well.” 24 Then she saddled a donkey, and said to her servant, “Drive,
and go forward; do not slacken the pace for me unless I tell you.” 25 And so she
departed, and went to the Man of God at Mount Carmel.

So it was, when the man of God saw her afar off, that he said to his servant Gehazi,
“Look, the Shunammite woman. 26 Please run now to meet her, and say to her, ‘Is
it well with you? Is it well with your husband? Is it well with the child?’”

And she answered, “It is well.” 27 Now when she came to the man of God at the hill,
she caught him by the feet, but Gehazi came near to push her away. But the man of God
said, “Let her alone; for her soul is in deep distress, and the Lord has hidden it from me,
and has not told me.”

28 So she said, “Did I ask a son of my lord? Did I not say, ‘Do not deceive me’?”

29 Then he said to Gehazi, “Get yourself ready, and take my staff in your hand, and be
on your way. If you meet anyone, do not greet him; and if anyone greets you, do not
answer him; but lay my staff on the face of the child.”

30 And the mother of the child said, ““As the Lord lives, and as your soul lives, | will
not leave you.” So he arose and followed her. 31 Now Gehazi went on ahead of them,
and laid the staff on the face of the child; but there was neither voice nor hearing.
Therefore he went back to meet him, and told him, saying, “The child has not
awakened.”

32 When Elisha came into the house, there was the child, lying dead on his

bed. 33 He went in therefore, shut the door behind the two of them, and prayed to

the Lord. 34 And he went up and lay on the child, and put his mouth on his mouth, his
eyes on his eyes, and his hands on his hands; and he stretched himself out on the child,
and the flesh of the child became warm.

35 He returned and walked back and forth in the house, and again went up and stretched
himself out on him; then the child sneezed seven times, and the child opened his

eyes. 36 And he called Gehazi and said, “Call this Shunammite woman.” So he called
her. And when she came in to him, he said, “Pick up your son.” 37 So she went in, fell at
his feet, and bowed to the ground; then she picked up her son and went out.

38 When Elisha returned to Gilgal, there was a Famine in the land. As the sons of the
prophets were sitting before him, he said to his servant, “Put on the large pot and boil



stew for the sons of the prophets.” 39 Then one went out into the field to gather herbs,
and found a wild vine and gathered from it his lap full of wild gourds, and came and
sliced them into the pot of stew, for they did not know what they were/poisonous.

40 So they poured it out for the men to eat. And as they were eating of the stew, they
cried out and said, “O man of God, there is death in the pot.” And they were unable to
eat. 41 But he said, “Now bring meal.”

Elisha --threw it into the pot and said, “Pour it out for the people that they may eat.” --
Then there was No Harm in the pot/of stew --

42 Then a man came from Shalisha, and brought the man of God bread of the first fruits,
twenty loaves of barley bread, and newly ripened grain in his knapsack. And he said,
“Give it to the people, that they may eat.”

43 But his servant said, “What? Shall I set this before one hundred men?”
He said again, “Give it to the people, that they may eat; for thus says the Lord:

‘They shall eat and have some left over.”” 44 So he set it before them; and they ate and
had some left over --according to the Word of the Lord.

CHAPTER 5

1 Now Naaman, commander of the army of the king of Syria, was a great and honorable
man in the eyes of his master, because by him the Lord had given victory to Syria. He
was also a mighty man of valor, but a Leper. 2 And the Syrians had gone out on raids,
and had brought back captive a young girl from the land of Israel. She waited on
Naaman’s wife.

3 Then she said to her mistress, “If only my master were with the prophet who is in
Samaria. For he would Heal him of his leprosy.” 4 And a servant went in and told his
master, saying, “Thus and thus said the girl who is from the land of Israel.”

5 Then the king of Syria said, “Go now, and I will send a letter to the king of Israel.”

6 He brought an important Letter to the King of Israel, saying, “And now as this letter
comes to you, behold, | have sent Naaman my servant to you, that you may cure him of
his Leprosy.” 7 When the king of Israel read the letter, he tore his clothes and said, “Am
| God, to kill and to make alive --that this man is sending word to me to Cure a man of
his leprosy? But consider now and see how he is seeking a quarrel against me.”

8 It happened when Elisha the man of God heard that the King of Israel had torn his
clothes, that he sent word to the king, saying, “Why have you torn your clothes?
--Now let him come to me, and he shall know that there is a Prophet in Israel.

9 So Naaman came with his horses and his chariots and stood at the doorway of the
house of Elisha.



10 Elisha sent a Messenger to him, saying—
--Go and wash/dip in the Jordan river Seven Times --and your Flesh will be restored to
you and --you will be Clean/completely Healed

11 But Naaman was furious and went away and said, “Behold, I thought, ‘He will surely
come out to me and stand and call on the name of the Lord his God, and wave his hand
over my body and Heal Me.

12 Are not Abanah and Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of
Israel? Could I not wash in them and be clean?”” So he turned and went away in a
rage. 13 Then his servants came near and spoke to him and said, “My father, had the
prophet told you to do some great thing --would you not have done it? How much
more then, when he says to you --Wash, and be clean’?”

14 So he went down and dipped himself seven times in the Jordan --according to the
Word of the man of God; --and his flesh was restored like the flesh of a little child and
he was clean/completely Healed.

15 When he returned to the man of God with all his company, and came and stood
before him, he said, “Behold now, I know that there is no God in all the earth, but in
Israel --so please take a Present/thank-you gift -- from your servant now.”

16 But Elisha said --“As the Lord lives, before whom | stand --I will Take Nothing.”
And he urged him to take it --but He Refused.

20 But Gehazi, the servant of Elisha the Man of God, thought, “Behold, my master has
spared this Naaman the Aramean, by not receiving from his hands what he brought. As
the Lord lives, I will run after him and take something from him.” 21 So Gehazi pursued
Naaman. When Naaman saw one running after him, he came down from the chariot to
meet him and said, “Is all well?”

22 He said, “All is well. My master has sent me, saying, ‘Behold, just now two young
men of the sons of the prophets have come to me from the hill country of Ephraim.
Please give them a talent of silver and two changes of clothes.” ” 23 Naaman said, “Be
pleased to take two talents.” And he urged him and bound two talents of silver in two
bags with two changes of clothes and gave them to two of his servants; and they
carried them before him,

24 When he came to the hill, he took them from their hand and deposited them in the
house, and he sent the men away, and they departed. 25 But he went in and stood before
his master.



And Elisha said to him --“Where have you been, Gehazi?”
And he said, “Your servant went nowhere.”

26 Then Elisha said to him --“Did not my heart --go with you, when the man turned
from his chariot to meet you?

--Is it a time to receive money and to receive clothes and olive groves and vineyards
and sheep and oxen and male and female servants?

27 Therefore --the Leprosy --of Naaman shall cling --to you and to your descendants
forever.” --So Gehazi --went out from his presence --a Leper as white as snow.

CHAPTER 6

1 Now the sons of the prophets said to Elisha, “Behold now, the place before you where
we are living is too limited for us. 2 Please let us go to the Jordan and each of us take
from there a beam, and let us make a place there for ourselves where we may live.” So
he said, “Go.” 3 Then one said, “Please be willing to go with your servants.” And he
answered, “I shall go.”

4 So he went with them; and when they came to the Jordan, they cut down trees. 5 But
as one was felling a beam, the ax head fell into the water; and he cried out and said,
“Alas, my master --For it was borrowed.”

6 Then the man of God said, “Where did it fall?”” And when he showed him the place,
he cut off a stick and threw it in there,

-- and made the iron/ax head --Float.

7 He said, “Take it up for yourself.” — So, he put out his hand and took the ax head.

8 Now the king of Aram was warring against Israel; and he counseled with his servants
saying, “In such and such a place shall be my camp.” 9 The man of God sent word to the
king of Israel saying, “Beware that you do not pass this place, for the Arameans are
coming down there.”

10 The king of Israel sent to the place about which the man of God had told him; thus he
warned him, so that he guarded himself there, more than once or twice.

11 Now the heart of the King of Aram was enraged over this thing; and he called his
servants and said to them --“Will you tell me which of us is for the king of Israel?”

12 One of his servants said, “No, my lord, O king;
--but Elisha, the Prophet who is in Israel --tells the King of Israel the words that you
speak in your bedroom.

13 So he said --“Go and see where he is, that I may send and take him.” And it was told



him, saying, “Behold, he is in Dothan.” 14 He sent horses and chariots and a great army
there, and they came by night and surrounded the city.

15 Now when the attendant of the man of God had risen early and gone out, behold,
--an army with horses and chariots was circling the city. And his servant said to him,
“Alas, my master --What shall we do?”

16 So Elisha answered --“Do Not Fear --for those/Angels who are with us --Are More
than those/men who are with them.”

17 Then Elisha prayed and said --“O Lord, I pray --Open his Eyes that he may See.”
And the Lord --Opened the servant’s eyes and he saw;

and behold, --the mountain was full of --Angels, horses, and chariots of Fire --
--all around Elisha --

19 Now Elisha said to them, “This is not the way, nor is this the city. Follow me, and |
will bring you to the man whom you seek.” But he led them to Samaria.

20 So it was, when they had come to Samaria, that Elisha said, “Lord, open the eyes of
these men, that they may see.” And the Lord opened their eyes, and they saw; and
there they were, inside Samaria.

21 Now when the king of Israel saw them, he said to Elisha, “My father, shall |
kill them? Shall | kill them?”

22 But he answered, “You shall not kill them. Would you kill those whom you have
taken captive with your sword and your bow? Set food and water before them, that they
may eat and drink and go to their master.” 23 Then he prepared a great feast for them;
and after they ate and drank, he sent them away and they went to their master. So, the
bands of Syrian raiders came no more into the land of Israel.

24 Now it came about after this, that Ben-hadad king of Aram gathered all his army and
went up and besieged Samaria.

25 --There was a Great Famine in Samaria --and behold, they besieged it,

until a donkey’s head was sold for eighty shekels of silver, and a fourth of a kab of
dove’s dung for five shekels of silver.

26 Then, as the King of Israel was passing by on the wall, a woman cried out to him,
saying, “Help, my lord, O king.”

27 And he said, “If the Lord does not help you, where can I find help for you? From the
threshing floor or from the winepress?” 28 Then the king said to her, “What is troubling
you?”

And she answered, “This woman said to me, ‘Give your son, that we may eat him today,
and we will eat my son tomorrow.” 29 So we boiled my son, and ate him. And | said to



her on the next day, ‘Give your son, that we may eat him’; but she has hidden her son.”

30 Now it happened, when the king heard the words of the woman, that he tore his
clothes; and as he passed by on the wall, the people looked, and there underneath he
had sackcloth on his body. 31 Then he said, “God do so to me and more also, if the head
of Elisha the son of Shaphat remains on him today.”

32 But Elisha was sitting in his house, and the elders were sitting with him. And the
king sent a man ahead of him, but before the messenger came to him, he said to the
elders, “Do you see how this son of a murderer has sent someone to take away my head?
Look, when the messenger comes, shut the door, and hold him fast at the door. Is not the
sound of his master’s feet behind him?”

33 And while he was still talking with them, there was the messenger, coming down to
him; and then the king said, “Surely this calamity is from the Lord; why should | wait
for the Lord any longer?”

CHAPTER 7

1 Then Elisha said --Listen to the Word of the Lord --thus says the Lord, ‘Tomorrow
about this time a measure of fine flour will be sold for a shekel, and two measures of
barley for a shekel, in the gate of Samaria. ”

2 The royal officer on whose hand the king was leaning answered the Man of God and
said, “Behold, if the Lord should make windows in heaven, could this thing be?”
Elisha said “Behold, you will see it with your own eyes --but you will Not eat of it.”

3 Now there were four leprous men at the entrance of the gate; and they said to one
another, “Why do we sit here until we die?

4 If we say, ‘We will enter the city,” then the Famine is in the city and we will die there;
and if we sit here, we die also. Now therefore come, and let us go over to the camp of
the Arameans. If they spare us, we will live; and if they kill us, we will but die.” 5 They
arose at twilight to go to the camp of the Arameans; when they came to the outskirts of
the camp of the Arameans, behold, there was no one there.

6 For the Lord had caused the army of the Arameans to hear a sound of chariots and a
sound of horses, even the sound of a great army, so that they said to one another,
“Behold, the king of Israel has hired against us the kings of the Hittites and the kings of
the Egyptians, to come upon us.”

7 Therefore they arose and fled in the twilight and left their tents and their horses and
their donkeys, even the camp just as it was, and fled for their life. 8 When these lepers
came to the outskirts of the camp, they entered one tent and ate and drank, and carried
from there silver and gold and clothes, and went and hid them; and they returned and



entered another tent and carried from there also and went and hid them.

9 Then they said to one another --“We are Not Doing Right. This day is a day of good
news, but we are keeping silent; if we wait until morning light, punishment will overtake
us. Now therefore come, let us go and tell the king’s household.” 10 So they came and
called to the gatekeepers of the city, and they told them, saying, “We came to the camp
of the Arameans, and behold, there was no one there, nor the voice of man, only the
horses tied and the donkeys tied, and the tents just as they were.”

16 So the people went out --and plundered the camp of the Arameans. Then a measure of
fine flour was sold for a shekel and two measures of barley for a shekel,

According to the Word of the Lord.

17 Now the King appointed the royal officer on whose hand he leaned to have charge of
the gate; but the people trampled on him at the gate, and he Died just as --the Man of
God had said --who spoke when the king came down to him.

18 It happened just as the man of God had spoken to the king, saying, “Two measures of
barley for a shekel and a measure of fine flour for a shekel, will be sold tomorrow about
this time at the gate of Samaria.”

19 Then the royal officer answered the man of God and said, “Now behold, if the
Lord should make windows in heaven, could such a thing be?”” And he said, “Behold,
you will see it with your own eyes, but you will Not Eat of it.”

20 And so it happened to him --for the people Trampled on him at the gate and he Died.

CHAPTER 8

1 Then Elisha spoke to the woman whose son he had restored to life, saying, “Arise and
go, you and your household, and stay wherever you can; for the Lord has called for

a famine, and furthermore, it will come upon the land for seven years.” 2 So the woman
arose and did according to the saying of the man of God, and she went with her
household and dwelt in the land of the Philistines seven years.

3 It came to pass, at the end of seven years, that the woman returned from the land of the
Philistines; and she went to make an appeal to the king for her house and for her

land. 4 Then the King talked with Gehazi, the servant of the man of God, saying, “Tell
me, please, all the great things Elisha has done.”

5 Now it happened, as he was telling the king how he had restored the dead to life, that
there was the woman whose son he had restored to life, appealing to the king for her
house and for her land. And Gehazi said, “My lord, O king, this is the woman, and

this is her son whom Elisha restored to life.” 6 And when the king asked the woman, she



told him.

So the king appointed a certain officer for her, saying, “Restore all that was hers, and all
the proceeds of the field from the day that she left the land until now.”

7 Then Elisha went to Damascus, and Ben-Hadad king of Syria was sick; and it was told
him, saying, “The man/prophet of God has come here.” 8 And the king said

to Hazael, “Take a present in your hand, and go to meet the man of God, and inquire of
the Lord by him, saying, ‘Shall I recover from this disease?’ ”’

9 So Hazael went to meet him and took a present with him, of every good thing of
Damascus, forty camel-loads; and he came and stood before him, and said, “Your son
Ben-Hadad king of Syria has sent me to you, saying, ‘Shall I recover from this disease?’

2

10 And Elisha said to him, “Go, say to him, ‘You shall certainly recover.” However

the Lord has shown me that he will really die.” 11 Then he set his countenance in a stare
until he was ashamed; and the man of God wept. 12 And Hazael said, “Why is my lord
weeping?”

He answered, “Because I know the evil that you will do to the children of Israel: Their
strongholds you will set on fire, and their young men you will kill with the sword; and
you will dash their children, and rip open their women with child.”

13 So Hazael said, “But what is your servant—a dog, that he should do this gross
thing?”

And Elisha answered, “The Lord has shown me that you will become king over Syria.”

14 Then he departed from Elisha, and came to his master, who said to him, “What did
Elisha say to you?” And he answered, “He told me you would surely recover.” 15 But it
happened on the next day that he took a thick cloth and dipped it in water, and

spread it over his face so that he died; and Hazael reigned in his place.

16 Now in the fifth year of Joram the son of Ahab, king of Israel, Jehoshaphat having
been king of Judah, Jehoram the son of Jehoshaphat began to reign as king of

Judah. 17 He was thirty-two years old when he became king, and he reigned eight years
in Jerusalem.

18 And he walked in the way of the kings of Israel, just as the house of Ahab had done,
for the daughter of Ahab was his wife; and he did evil in the sight of the Lord. 19 Yet
the Lord would not destroy Judah, for the sake of His servant David, as He promised
him to give a lamp/lineage to him and his sons forever.

20 In his days Edom revolted against Judah’s authority and made a King over
themselves. 21 So Joram went to Zair, and all his chariots with him. Then he rose by
night and attacked the Edomites who had surrounded him and the captains of the
chariots; and the troops fled to their tents. 22 Thus Edom has been in revolt against
Judah’s authority to this day. And Libnah revolted at that time.



23 Now the rest of the acts of Joram, and all that he did, are they not written in the book
of the chronicles of the kings of Judah? 24 So Joram rested with his fathers, and was
buried with his fathers in the City of David. Then Ahaziah his son reigned in his place.

25 In the twelfth year of Joram the son of Ahab, king of Israel, Ahaziah the son of
Jehoram, king of Judah, began to reign. 26 Ahaziah was twenty-two years old when he
became king, and he reigned one year in Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Athaliah the
granddaughter of Omri, king of Israel. 27 And he walked in the way of the house of
Ahab, and did evil in the sight of the Lord, like the house of Ahab, for he was the son-in-
law of the house of Ahab.

28 Now he went with Joram the son of Ahab to war against Hazael king of Syria

at Ramoth Gilead; and the Syrians wounded Joram. 29 Then King Joram went back to
Jezreel to recover from the wounds which the Syrians had inflicted on him at Ramah,
when he fought against Hazael king of Syria. And Ahaziah the son of Jehoram, king of
Judah, went down to see Joram the son of Ahab in Jezreel, because he was sick.

CHAPTER9

1 Now Elisha the prophet called one of the sons of the prophets and said to him, “Gird
up your loins, and take this flask of oil in your hand and go to Ramoth-Gilead. 2 When
you arrive there, search out Jehu the son of Jehoshaphat the son of Nimshi, and go in
and bid him arise from among his brothers, and bring him to an inner room. 3 Then take
the flask of oil and pour it on his head and say, ‘Thus says the Lord, “I have anointed
you King over Israel.” ’ Then open the door and flee and do not wait.”

4 So the young man, the servant of the prophet, went to Ramoth-Gilead. 5 When he
came, behold, the captains of the army were sitting, and he said, “I have a word for you,
O captain.” And Jehu said, “For which one of us?”” And he said, “For you, O captain.”

6 He arose and went into the house, and he poured the oil on his head and said to him,
“Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, ‘I have anointed you King over the people of the
Lord, even over Israel.

7 You shall strike the house of Ahab your master --that I may Avenge/Vindicate --the
blood of My servants the Prophets,
--and the blood of all the Servants of the Lord, at the hand of Jezebel.

8 For the whole house of Ahab shall perish, and I will cut off from Ahab every male
person both bond and free in Israel. 9 I will make the house of Ahab like the house of
Jeroboam the son of Nebat, and like the house of Baasha the son of Ahijah. 10 The dogs
shall eat Jezebel in the territory of Jezreel, and none shall bury her.” ” Then he opened
the door and fled.

11 Then Jehu came out to the servants of his master, and one said to him, “Is all well?



Why did this madman come to you?”
And he said to them, “You know the man and his babble.”
12 And they said, “A lie Tell us now.”

So he said, “Thus and thus he spoke to me, saying, ‘Thus says the Lord: “I have
anointed you king over Israel.” *”

13 Then each man hastened to take his garment and put it under him on the top of the
steps; and they blew trumpets, saying, “Jehu is king.”

14 So Jehu the son of Jehoshaphat, the son of Nimshi, conspired against Joram. (Now
Joram had been defending Ramoth Gilead, he and all Israel, against Hazael king of
Syria. 15 But King Joram had returned to Jezreel to recover from the wounds which the
Syrians had inflicted on him when he fought with Hazael king of Syria.)

And Jehu said, “If you are so minded, let no one leave or escape from the city to go and
tell it in Jezreel.” 16 So Jehu rode in a chariot and went to Jezreel, for Joram was laid up
there; and Ahaziah king of Judah had come down to see Joram.

17 Now a watchman stood on the tower in Jezreel, and he saw the company of Jehu as
he came, and said, “I see a company of men.”

And Joram said, “Get a horseman and send him to meet them, and let him say, ‘Is
it peace?’”

18 So the horseman went to meet him, and said, “Thus says the king: ‘Is it peace?’ ”
And Jehu said, “What have you to do with peace? Turn around and follow me.”

So the watchman reported, saying, “The messenger went to them, but is not coming
back.”

19 Then he sent out a second horseman who came to them, and said, “Thus says the
king: ‘Is it peace?’”
And Jehu answered, “What have you to do with peace? Turn around and follow me.”

20 So the watchman reported, saying, “He went up to them and is not coming back; and
the driving is like the driving of Jehu the son of Nimshi, for he drives furiously.”

21 Then Joram said, “Make ready.” And his chariot was made ready. Then Joram king of
Israel and Ahaziah king of Judah went out, each in his chariot; and they went out to meet
Jehu, and met him on the property of Naboth the Jezreelite. 22 Now it happened, when
Joram saw Jehu, that he said, “Is it peace, Jehu?”

So he answered, “What peace, as long as the harlotries of your mother Jezebel and her
witchcraft are so many?”’

23 Then Joram turned around and fled, and said to Ahaziah, “Treachery,
Ahaziah.” 24 Now Jehu drew his bow with full strength and shot Jehoram between his



arms; and the arrow came out at his heart, and he sank down in his

chariot. 25 Then Jehu said to Bidkar his captain, “Pick him up, and throw him into the
tract of the field of Naboth the Jezreelite; for remember, when you and | were riding
together behind Ahab his father, that the Lord laid this burden upon him:

26 ‘Surely I saw yesterday the blood of Naboth and the blood of his sons,’ says
the Lord, ‘and I will repay you in this plot,” says the Lord. Now therefore,
take and throw him on the plot of ground, according to the word of the Lord.”

27 But when Ahaziah king of Judah saw this, he fled by the road to Beth Haggan. So
Jehu pursued him, and said, “Shoot him also in the chariot.” And they shot him at the
Ascent of Gur, which is by Ibleam. Then he fled to Megiddo, and died there. 28 And his
servants carried him in the chariot to Jerusalem, and buried him in his tomb with his
fathers in the City of David.

29 Now in the eleventh year of Joram, the son of Ahab, Ahaziah became king over
Judah.

30 When Jehu came to Jezreel, Jezebel heard of it, and she painted her eyes and adorned
her head and looked out the window. 31 As Jehu entered the gate, she said, “Is it well,
Zimri, your master’s murderer?”” 32 Then he lifted up his face to the window and said,
“Who is on my side? Who?”” And two or three officials looked down at him.

33 He said, “Throw her down.” So they threw Jezebel down, and some of her blood was
sprinkled on the wall and on the horses, and they trampled her under foot.

34 When he came in, he ate and drank; and he said, “See now to this cursed woman and
bury her, for she is a king’s daughter.” 35 They went to bury her, but they found nothing
more of her --than the skull and the feet and the palms of her hands.

36 Therefore they returned and told him. And he said, “This is the Word of the Lord,
which He spoke by His servant Elijah the Tishbite, saying, ‘In the property of Jezreel the
dogs shall eat the flesh of Jezebel; 37 and the corpse of Jezebel will be as dung on the
face of the field in the property of Jezreel, so they cannot say, “This is Jezebel.”

CHAPTER 10

1 Now Ahab had seventy sons in Samaria. And Jehu wrote and sent letters to Samaria, to
the rulers of Jezreel, to the elders, and to those who reared Ahab’s sons, saying:

2 Now as soon as this letter comes to you, since your master’s sons are with you, and
you have chariots and horses, a fortified city also, and weapons, 3 choose the best
qualified of your master’s sons, set him on his father’s throne, and fight for your
master’s house.

4 But they were exceedingly afraid, and said, “Look, two kings could not stand up to
him; how then can we stand?” 5 And he who was in charge of the house, and he



who was in charge of the city, the elders also, and those who reared the sons, sent to
Jehu, saying, “We are your servants, we will do all you tell us; but we will not make
anyone king. Do what is good in your sight.” 6 Then he wrote a second letter to them,
saying:

If you are for me and will obey my voice, take the heads of the men, your master’s sons,
and come to me at Jezreel by this time tomorrow.

Now the king’s sons, seventy persons, were with the great men of the city, who were
rearing them. 7 So it was, when the letter came to them, that they took the king’s sons
and slaughtered seventy persons, put their heads in baskets and sent them to him at
Jezreel.

8 Then a messenger came and told him, saying, “They have brought the heads of the
king’s sons.”

And he said, “Lay them in two heaps at the entrance of the gate until morning.”

9 So it was, in the morning, that he went out and stood, and said to all the people,
“You are righteous. Indeed, | conspired against my master and killed him; but who killed
all these?

10 Know now that nothing shall fall to the earth/not come to pass of the Word of

the Lord which the Lord spoke concerning the house of Ahab; for the Lord has done
what He spoke by His servant Elijah.” 11 So Jehu killed all who remained of the house
of Ahab in Jezreel, and all his great men and his close acquaintances and his priests,
until he left him none remaining.

12 And he arose and departed and went to Samaria. On the way, at Beth Eked of the
Shepherds, 13 Jehu met with the brothers of Ahaziah king of Judah, and said,
“Who are you?”

So they answered, “We are the brothers of Ahaziah; we have come down to greet the
sons of the king and the sons of the queen mother.”

14 And he said, “Take them alive --So they took them alive, and killed them at the well
of Beth Eked, forty-two men; and he left none of them.

15 Now when he departed from there, he met Jehonadab the son of Rechab, coming to
meet him; and he greeted him and said to him, “Is your heart right, as my heart is toward
your heart?”

And Jehonadab answered, “It 1s.”

Jehu said, “If it is, give me your hand.” So he gave him his hand, and he took him up to
him into the chariot. 16 Then he said, “Come with me, and see my zeal for the Lord.” So
they had him ride in his chariot. 17 And when he came to Samaria, he killed all who
remained to Ahab in Samaria, till he had destroyed them, according to the Word of

the Lord which He spoke to Elijah.



18 Then Jehu gathered all the people together, and said to them, “Ahab served baal a
little, Jehu will serve him much. 19 Now therefore, call to me all the prophets of baal, all
his servants, and all his priests. Let no one be missing, for | have a great sacrifice for
baal. Whoever is missing shall not live.” But Jehu acted deceptively, with the intent of
destroying the worshipers of baal. 20 And Jehu said, “Proclaim a solemn assembly for
baal.” So they proclaimed it.

21 Then Jehu sent throughout all Israel; and all the worshipers of baal came, so that
there was not a man left who did not come. So they came into the temple of baal, and
the temple of baal was full from one end to the other. 22 And he said to the one in charge
of the wardrobe, “Bring out vestments for all the worshipers of baal.” So he brought out
vestments for them.

23 Then Jehu and Jehonadab the son of Rechab went into the temple of baal, and said to
the worshipers of baal, “Search and see that no servants of the Lord are here with you,
but only the worshipers of baal.”

24 So they went in to offer sacrifices and burnt offerings. Now Jehu had appointed for
himself eighty men on the outside, and had said, “If any of the men whom I have
brought into your hands escapes, whoever lets him escape, it shall be his life for the life
of the other.”

25 Now it happened, as soon as he had made an end of offering the burnt offering, that
Jehu said to the guard and to the captains, “Go in and kill them; let no one come out”
And they killed them with the edge of the sword; then the guards and the officers
threw them out, and went into the inner room of the temple of baal.

26 And they brought the sacred pillars out of the temple of baal and burned
them. 27 Then they broke down the sacred pillar of baal, and tore down the temple of
baal and made it a refuse dump to this day. 28 Thus Jehu destroyed baal from Israel.

29 However Jehu did not turn away from the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who
had made Israel sin, that is, from the golden calves that were at Bethel and Dan. 30 And
the Lord said to Jehu, “Because you have done well in doing what is right in My

sight, and have done to the house of Ahab all that was in My heart, your sons shall sit on
the throne of Israel to the fourth generation.”

31 But Jehu took no heed to walk in the law of the Lord God of Israel with All his Heart;
for he did not depart from the sins of Jeroboam, who had made Israel sin.

32 In those days the Lord began to cut off parts of Israel; and Hazael conquered them in
all the territory of Israel 33 from the Jordan eastward: all the land of Gilead—Gad,
Reuben, and Manasseh—from Aroer, which is by the River Arnon, including Gilead and
Bashan.

34 Now the rest of the acts of Jehu, all that he did, and all his might, are they not written
in the book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Israel? 35 So Jehu rested with his fathers,



and they buried him in Samaria. Then Jehoahaz his son reigned in his place. 36 And the
period that Jehu reigned over Israel in Samaria was twenty-eight years.

CHAPTER 11

1 When Athaliah the mother of Ahaziah saw that her son was dead, she arose and
destroyed all the royal heirs. 2 But Jehosheba, the daughter of King Joram, sister

of Ahaziah, took Joash the son of Ahaziah, and stole him away from among the King’s
sons who were being murdered; and they hid him and his nurse in the bedroom, from
Athaliah, so that he was not killed. 3 So he was hidden with her in the house of

the Lord for six years, while Athaliah reigned over the land.

4 In the seventh year Jehoiada sent and brought the captains of hundreds—of the
bodyguards and the escorts—and brought them into the house of the Lord to him. And
he made a covenant with them and took an oath from them in the house of the Lord, and
showed them the king’s son. 5 Then he commanded them, saying, “This is what you
shall do: One-third of you who come on duty on the Sabbath shall be keeping watch
over the king’s house, 6 one-third shall be at the gate of Sur, and one-third at the gate
behind the escorts.

You shall keep the watch of the house, lest it be broken down. 7 The two contingents of
you who go off duty on the Sabbath shall keep the watch of the house of the Lord for the
king. 8 But you shall surround the king on all sides, every man with his weapons in his
hand; and whoever comes within range, let him be put to death. You are to be with the
king as he goes out and as he comes in.”

9 So the captains of the hundreds did according to all that Jehoiada the priest
commanded. Each of them took his men who were to be on duty on the Sabbath, with
those who were going off duty on the Sabbath and came to Jehoiada the priest. 10 And
the priest gave the captains of hundreds the spears and shields which had belonged to
King David, that were in the temple of the Lord.

11 Then the escorts stood, every man with his weapons in his hand, all around the king,
from the right side of the temple to the left side of the temple, by the altar and the
house. 12 And he brought out the king’s son, put the crown on him, and gave

him the Testimony; they made him king and anointed him, and they clapped their hands
and said, “Long live the king.”

13 Now when Athaliah heard the noise of the escorts and the people, she came to the
people in the temple of the Lord. 14 When she looked, there was the king standing by a
pillar according to custom; and the leaders and the trumpeters were by the king. All the
people of the land were rejoicing and blowing trumpets. So Athaliah tore her clothes and
cried out, “Treason.”

15 And Jehoiada the priest commanded the captains of the hundreds, the officers of the
army, and said to them, “Take her outside under guard, and slay with the sword whoever
follows her.” For the priest had said, “Do not let her be killed in the house of



the Lord.” 16 So they seized her; and she went by way of the horses’ entrance into the
king’s house, and there she was killed.

17 Then Jehoiada made a Covenant between the Lord, the king, and the people, that they
should be the Lord’s people, and also between the king and the people. 18 And all the
people of the land went to the temple of baal, and tore it down. They thoroughly broke in
pieces its altars and images, and killed Mattan the priest of baal before the altars.

And the priest appointed officers over the house of the Lord.

19 Then he took the captains of hundreds, the bodyguards, the escorts, and all the people
of the land; and they brought the king down from the house of the Lord, and went by
way of the gate of the escorts to the king’s house. Then he sat on the throne of the

kings. 20 So all the people of the land rejoiced; and the city was quiet, for they had slain
Athaliah with the sword in the king’s house. 21 Jehoash was seven years old when he
became king.

CHAPTER 12

1 In the seventh year of Jehu, Jehoash became King, and he reigned forty years in
Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Zibiah of Beersheba. 2 Jehoash did what was right in
the sight of the Lord all the days in which Jehoiada the priest instructed

him. 3 But the high places were not taken away; the people still sacrificed and burned
incense on the high places.

4 And Jehoash said to the priests, “All the money of the dedicated gifts that are brought
into the house of the Lord—each man’s census money, each man’s assessment money—
and all the money that a man purposes in his heart to bring into the house of

the Lord, 5 let the priests take it themselves, each from his constituency; and let them
repair the damages of the temple, wherever any dilapidation is found.”

6 Now it was so, by the twenty-third year of King Jehoash, that the priests had not
repaired the damages of the temple. 7 So King Jehoash called Jehoiada the priest and
the other priests, and said to them, “Why have you not repaired the damages of the
temple? Now therefore, do not take more money from your constituency, but deliver it
for repairing the damages of the temple.”

8 And the priests agreed that they would neither receive more money from the people,
nor repair the damages of the temple.

9 Then Jehoiada the priest took a chest, bored a hole in its lid, and set it beside the altar,
on the right side as one comes into the house of the Lord; and the priests who kept the
door put there all the money brought into the house of the Lord. 10 So it was, whenever
they saw that there was much money in the chest, that the king’s scribe and the high
priest came up and put it in bags, and counted the money that was found in the house of
the Lord.



11 Then they gave the money, which had been apportioned, into the hands of those who
did the work, who had the oversight of the house of the Lord; and they paid it out to the
carpenters and builders who worked on the house of the Lord, 12 and to masons and
stonecutters, and for buying timber and hewn stone, to repair the damage of the house of
the Lord, and for all that was paid out to repair the temple.

13 However there were not made for the house of the Lord basins of silver, trimmers,
sprinkling-bowls, trumpets, any articles of gold or articles of silver, from the money
brought into the house of the Lord. 14 But they gave that to the workmen, and they
repaired the house of the Lord with it.

15 Moreover they did not require an account from the men into whose hand they
delivered the money to be paid to workmen, for they dealt faithfully.

16 The money from the trespass offerings and the money from the sin offerings was not
brought into the house of the Lord. It belonged to the priests.

17 Hazael king of Syria went up and fought against Gath, and took it; then Hazael set his
face to go up to Jerusalem. 18 And Jehoash king of Judah took all the sacred things that
his fathers, Jehoshaphat and Jehoram and Ahaziah, kings of Judah, had dedicated, and
his own sacred things, and all the gold found in the treasuries of the house of

the Lord and in the king’s house, and sent them to Hazael king of Syria. Then he went
away from Jerusalem.

19 Now the rest of the acts of Joash, and all that he did, are they not written in the book
of the Chronicles of the Kings of Judah?

20 And his servants arose and formed a conspiracy, and killed Joash in the house of the
Millo, which goes down to Silla. 21 For Jozachar the son of Shimeath and Jehozabad the
son of Shomer, his servants, struck him. So he died, and they buried him with his fathers
in the City of David. Then Amaziah his son reigned in his place.

CHAPTER 13

1 In the twenty-third year of Joash the son of Ahaziah, king of Judah, Jehoahaz the son
of Jehu became king over Israel in Samaria, and reigned seventeen years. 2 And he did
evil in the sight of the Lord, and followed the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who
had made Israel sin. He did not depart from them.

3 Then the anger of the Lord was aroused against Israel, and He delivered them into the

hand of Hazael king of Syria, and into the hand of Ben-Hadad the son of Hazael,

all their days. 4 So Jehoahaz pleaded with the Lord, and the Lord listened to him; for He
saw the oppression of Israel, because the king of Syria oppressed them. 5 Then

the Lord gave Israel a deliverer, so that they escaped from under the hand of the Syrians;
and the children of Israel dwelt in their tents as before.

6 Nevertheless they did not depart from the sins of the house of Jeroboam, who had



made Israel sin, but walked in them; and the wooden image also remained in

Samaria. 7 For He left of the army of Jehoahaz only fifty horsemen, ten chariots, and ten
thousand foot soldiers; for the king of Syria had destroyed them and made them like the
dust at threshing.

8 Now the rest of the acts of Jehoahaz, all that he did, and his might, are they not written
in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel? 9 So Jehoahaz rested with his
fathers, and they buried him in Samaria. Then Joash his son reigned in his place.

10 In the thirty-seventh year of Joash king of Judah, Jehoash the son of Jehoahaz
became king over Israel in Samaria, and reigned sixteen years. 11 And he did evil in the
sight of the Lord. He did not depart from all the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who
made Israel sin, but walked in them.

12 Now the rest of the acts of Joash, all that he did, and his might with which he fought
against Amaziah king of Judah, are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the
kings of Israel? 13 So Joash rested with his fathers. Then Jeroboam sat on his throne.
And Joash was buried in Samaria with the kings of Israel.

14 Elisha had become sick with the illness of which he would die. Then Joash the king
of Israel came down to him, and wept over his face, and said, “O my father, my
father, the chariots of Israel and their horsemen.”

15 And Elisha said to him, “Take a bow and some arrows.” So he took himself a bow
and some arrows. 16 Then he said to the King of Israel, “Put your hand on the bow.” So
he put his hand on it, and Elisha put his hands on the king’s hands. 17 And he said,
“Open the east window”’; and he opened it. Then Elisha said, “Shoot”; and he shot. And
he said, “The arrow of the Lord’s deliverance and the arrow of deliverance from Syria;
for you must strike the Syrians at Aphek till you have destroyed them.”

18 Then he said, “Take the arrows”; so he took them. And he said to the king of Israel,
“Strike the ground”; so he struck three times, and stopped.

19 And the man of God was angry with him, and said, --““You should have struck five or
six times: then you would have struck Syria till you had destroyed it, but now you will
strike Syria only three times.”

20 Then Elisha died, and they buried him. And the raiding bands from Moab invaded the
land in the spring of the year. 21 So it was, as they were Burying a man, that suddenly
they spied a band of raiders; and they put the dead man in the tomb of Elisha; and when
the man was let down and touched the bones of Elisha --he revived and stood on his feet.

22 And Hazael king of Syria oppressed Israel all the days of Jehoahaz. 23 But

the Lord was gracious to them, had compassion for them, and regarded them, because of
His covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and would not yet destroy them or cast
them from His presence.

24 Now Hazael king of Syria died. Then Ben-Hadad his son reigned in his



place. 25 And Jehoash the son of Jehoahaz recaptured from the hand of Ben-Hadad, the
son of Hazael, the cities which he had taken out of the hand of Jehoahaz his father by
war. Three times Joash defeated him and recaptured the cities of Israel.

CHAPTER 14

1 In the second year of Joash the son of Jehoahaz, King of Israel, Amaziah the son of
Joash, king of Judah, became king. 2 He was twenty-five years old when he became
king, and he reigned twenty-nine years in Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Jehoaddan
of Jerusalem. 3 And he did what was right in the sight of the Lord, yet not like his father
David; he did everything as his father Joash had done. 4 However the high places were
not taken away, and the people still sacrificed and burned incense on the high places.

5 Now it happened, as soon as the kingdom was established in his hand, that he executed
his servants who had murdered his father the king. 6 But the children of the murderers
he did not execute, according to what is written in the Book of the Law of Moses, in
which the Lord commanded, saying, “Fathers shall not be put to death for their children,
nor shall children be put to death for their fathers; but a person shall be put to death for
their own sins.”

7 He killed ten thousand Edomites in the Valley of Salt, and took Sela by war, and called
its name Joktheel to this day.

8 Then Amaziah sent messengers to Jehoash the son of Jehoahaz, the son of Jehu, king
of Israel, saying, “Come, let us face one another in battle.” 9 And Jehoash king of Israel
sent to Amaziah king of Judah, saying, “The thistle that was in Lebanon sent to the cedar
that was in Lebanon, saying, ‘Give your daughter to my son as wife’; and a wild beast
that was in Lebanon passed by and trampled the thistle.

10 You have indeed defeated Edom, and your heart has lifted you up. Glory in that, and
stay at home; for why should you meddle with trouble so that you fall—you and Judah
with you?”

11 But Amaziah would not heed. Therefore Jehoash king of Israel went out; so he and
Amaziah king of Judah faced one another at Beth Shemesh, which belongs to
Judah. 12 And Judah was defeated by Israel, and every man fled to his tent.

13 Then Jehoash king of Israel captured Amaziah king of Judah, the son of Jehoash, the
son of Ahaziah, at Beth Shemesh; and he went to Jerusalem, and broke down the wall of
Jerusalem from the Gate of Ephraim to the Corner Gate—four hundred cubits. 14 And
he took all the gold and silver, all the articles that were found in the house of

the Lord and in the treasuries of the king’s house, and hostages, and returned to Samaria.

15 Now the rest of the acts of Jehoash which he did—his might, and how he fought with
Amaziah king of Judah—are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings
of Israel? 16 So Jehoash rested with his fathers, and was buried in Samaria with the



kings of Israel. Then Jeroboam his son reigned in his place.

17 Amaziah the son of Joash, king of Judah, lived fifteen years after the death of Jehoash
the son of Jehoahaz, king of Israel. 18 Now the rest of the acts of Amaziah, are they not
written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah? 19 And they formed a
conspiracy against him in Jerusalem, and he fled to Lachish; but they sent after him to
Lachish and killed him there.

20 Then they brought him on horses, and he was buried at Jerusalem with his fathers in
the City of David.

21 And all the people of Judah took Azariah, who was sixteen years old, and made him
king instead of his father Amaziah. 22 He built Elath and restored it to Judah, after [i]the
king rested with his fathers.

23 In the fifteenth year of Amaziah the son of Joash, king of Judah, Jeroboam the son of
Joash, king of Israel, became king in Samaria, and reigned forty-one years. 24 And he
did evil in the sight of the Lord; he did not depart from all the sins of Jeroboam the son
of Nebat, who had made Israel sin.

25 He restored the territory of Israel from the entrance of Hamath to the[k] Sea of the
Arabah, according to the word of the Lord God of Israel, which He had spoken through
His servant Jonah the son of Amittai, the prophet who was from Gath Hepher.

26 For the Lord saw that the affliction of Israel was very bitter; and whether bond or
free, there was no helper for Israel. 27 And the Lord did not say that He would blot out
the name of Israel from under heaven; but He saved them by the hand of Jeroboam the
son of Joash.

28 Now the rest of the acts of Jeroboam, and all that he did—his might, how he made
war, and how he recaptured for Israel, from Damascus and Hamath, what had
belonged to Judah—are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of
Israel? 29 So Jeroboam rested with his fathers, the kings of Israel. Then Zechariah his
son reigned in his place.

CHAPTER 15

1 In the twenty-seventh year of Jeroboam king of Israel, Azariah the son of Amaziah,
king of Judah, became king. 2 He was sixteen years old when he became king, and he
reigned fifty-two years in Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Jecholiah of

Jerusalem. 3 And he did what was right in the sight of the Lord, according to all that his
father Amaziah had done,

4 except that the high places were not removed; the people still sacrificed and burned
incense on the high places. 5 Then the Lord struck the king, so that he was a leper until
the day of his death; so he dwelt in an isolated house. And Jotham the king’s

son was over the royal house, judging the people of the land.



6 Now the rest of the acts of Azariah, and all that he did, are they not written in the book
of the chronicles of the kings of Judah? 7 So Azariah rested with his fathers, and they
buried him with his fathers in the City of David. Then Jotham his son reigned in his
place.

8 In the thirty-eighth year of Azariah king of Judah, Zechariah the son of Jeroboam
reigned over Israel in Samaria six months. 9 And he did evil in the sight of the Lord, as
his fathers had done; he did not depart from the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who
had made Israel sin. 10 Then Shallum the son of Jabesh conspired against him,

and struck and killed him in front of the people; and he reigned in his place.

11 Now the rest of the acts of Zechariah, indeed they are written in the book of the
chronicles of the kings of Israel.

12 This was the word of the Lord which He spoke to Jehu, saying, “Your sons shall sit
on the throne of Israel to the fourth generation.” And so it was.

13 Shallum the son of Jabesh became king in the thirty-ninth year of Uzziah king of
Judah; and he reigned a full month in Samaria. 14 For Menahem the son of Gadi went
up from Tirzah, came to Samaria, and struck Shallum the son of Jabesh in Samaria and
killed him; and he reigned in his place.

15 Now the rest of the acts of Shallum, and the conspiracy which he led, indeed

they are written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel. 16 Then from Tirzah,
Menahem attacked Tiphsah, all who were there, and its territory. Because they did not
surrender, therefore he attacked it. All the women there who were with child he ripped
open.

17 In the thirty-ninth year of Azariah king of Judah, Menahem the son of Gadi became
king over Israel, and reigned ten years in Samaria. 18 And he did evil in the sight of

the Lord; he did not depart all his days from the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who
had made Israel sin. 19 Pul king of Assyria came against the land; and Menahem gave
Pul a thousand talents of silver, that his hand might be with him to strengthen the
kingdom under his control.

20 And Menahem exacted the money from lIsrael, from all the very wealthy, from each
man fifty shekels of silver, to give to the king of Assyria. So the king of Assyria turned
back, and did not stay there in the land.

21 Now the rest of the acts of Menahem, and all that he did, are they not written in the
book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel? 22 So Menahem rested with his fathers.
Then Pekahiah his son reigned in his place.

23 In the fiftieth year of Azariah king of Judah, Pekahiah the son of Menahem became
king over Israel in Samaria, and reigned two years. 24 And he did evil in the sight of

the Lord; he did not depart from the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who had made
Israel sin. 25 Then Pekah the son of Remaliah, an officer of his, conspired against him



and killed him in Samaria, in the citadel of the king’s house, along with Argob and
Arieh; and with him were fifty men of Gilead. He killed him and reigned in his place.

26 Now the rest of the acts of Pekahiah, and all that he did, indeed they are written in the
book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel.

27 In the fifty-second year of Azariah king of Judah, Pekah the son of Remaliah became
king over Israel in Samaria, and reigned twenty years. 28 And he did evil in the sight of
the Lord; he did not depart from the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who had made
Israel sin.

29 In the days of Pekah king of Israel, Tiglath-Pileser king of Assyria came and

took ljon, Abel Beth Maachah, Janoah, Kedesh, Hazor, Gilead, and Galilee, all the land
of Naphtali; and he carried them captive to Assyria. 30 Then Hoshea the son of Elah led
a conspiracy against Pekah the son of Remaliah, and struck and killed him; so he reigned
in his place in the twentieth year of Jotham the son of Uzziah.

31 Now the rest of the acts of Pekah, and all that he did, indeed they are written in the
book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel.

32 In the second year of Pekah the son of Remaliah, king of Israel, Jotham the son of
Uzziah, king of Judah, began to reign. 33 He was twenty-five years old when he became
king, and he reigned sixteen years in Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Jerusha the
daughter of Zadok. 34 And he did what was right in the sight of the Lord; he

did according to all that his father Uzziah had done.

35 However the high places were not removed; the people still sacrificed and burned
incense on the high places. He built the Upper Gate of the house of the Lord.

36 Now the rest of the acts of Jotham, and all that he did, are they not written in the
book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah? 37 In those days the Lord began to

send Rezin king of Syria and Pekah the son of Remaliah against Judah. 38 So

Jotham rested with his fathers, and was buried with his fathers in the City of David his
father. Then Ahaz his son reigned in his place.

CHAPTER 16

1 In the seventeenth year of Pekah the son of Remaliah, Ahaz the son of Jotham, king of
Judah, began to reign. 2 Ahaz was twenty years old when he became king, and he
reigned sixteen years in Jerusalem; and he did not do what was right in the sight of

the Lord his God, as his father David had done.

3 But he walked in the way of the kings of Israel; indeed he made his son pass through
the fire, according to the abominations of the nations whom the Lord had cast out from
before the children of Israel. 4 And he sacrificed and burned incense on the high
places, on the hills, and under every green tree.



5 Then Rezin king of Syria and Pekah the son of Remaliah, king of Israel, came up to
Jerusalem to make war; and they besieged Ahaz but could not overcome him. 6 At that
time Rezin king of Syria captured Elath for Syria, and drove the men of Judah from
Elath. Then the Edomites went to Elath, and dwell there to this day.

7 So Ahaz sent messengers to Tiglath-Pileser king of Assyria, saying, “I am your servant
and your son. Come up and save me from the hand of the king of Syria and from the
hand of the king of Israel, who rise up against me.” 8 And Ahaz took the silver and gold
that was found in the house of the Lord, and in the treasuries of the king’s house, and
sent it as a present to the king of Assyria. 9 So the king of Assyria heeded him; for the
king of Assyria went up against Damascus and took it, carried its people captive to Kir,
and killed Rezin.

10 Now King Ahaz went to Damascus to meet Tiglath-Pileser king of Assyria, and saw
an altar that was at Damascus; and King Ahaz sent to Urijah the priest the design of the
altar and its pattern, according to all its workmanship. 11 Then Urijah the priest built an
altar according to all that King Ahaz had sent from Damascus. So Urijah the priest
made it before King Ahaz came back from Damascus. 12 And when the king came back
from Damascus, the king saw the altar; and the king approached the altar and made
offerings on it.

13 So he burned his burnt offering and his grain offering; and he poured his drink
offering and sprinkled the blood of his peace offerings on the altar. 14 He also

brought the bronze altar which was before the Lord, from the front of the temple—from
between the new altar and the house of the Lord—and put it on the north side of

the new altar.

15 Then King Ahaz commanded Urijah the priest, saying, “On the great new altar

burn the morning burnt offering, the evening grain offering, the king’s burnt sacrifice,
and his grain offering, with the burnt offering of all the people of the land, their grain
offering, and their drink offerings; and sprinkle on it all the blood of the burnt offering
and all the blood of the sacrifice. And the bronze altar shall be for me to

inquire by.” 16 Thus did Urijah the priest, according to all that King Ahaz commanded.

17 And King Ahaz cut off the panels of the carts, and removed the lavers from them; and
he took down the Sea from the bronze oxen that were under it, and put it on a pavement
of stones. 18 Also he removed the Sabbath pavilion which they had built in the temple,
and he removed the king’s outer entrance from the house of the Lord, on account of the
king of Assyria.

19 Now the rest of the acts of Ahaz which he did, are they not written in the book of the
chronicles of the kings of Judah? 20 So Ahaz rested with his fathers, and was buried
with his fathers in the City of David.

Then Hezekiah, his son reigned in his place.



CHAPTER 17

1 In the twelfth year of Ahaz king of Judah, Hoshea the son of Elah became king of
Israel in Samaria, and he reigned nine years. 2 And he did evil in the sight of the Lord,
but not as the kings of Israel who were before him. 3 Shalmaneser king of Assyria came
up against him; and Hoshea became his vassal, and paid him tribute money.

4 And the king of Assyria uncovered a conspiracy by Hoshea; for he had sent
messengers to So, king of Egypt, and brought no tribute to the king of Assyria, as he had
done year by year. Therefore the King of Assyria shut him up, and bound him in prison.

5 Now the king of Assyria went throughout all the land, and went up to Samaria and
besieged it for three years. 6 In the ninth year of Hoshea, the king of Assyria took
Samaria and carried Israel away to Assyria, and placed them in Halah and by the Habor,
the River of Gozan, and in the cities of the Medes.

7 For so it was that the children of Israel had sinned against the Lord their God, who had
brought them up out of the land of Egypt, from under the hand of Pharaoh king of
Egypt; and they had feared other gods, 8 and had walked in the statutes of the nations
whom the Lord had cast out from before the children of Israel, and of the kings of Israel,
which they had made.

9 Also the children of Israel secretly did against the Lord their God things that were not
right, and they built for themselves high places in all their cities, from watchtower to
fortified city.

10 They set up for themselves sacred pillars and wooden images on every high hill and
under every green tree. 11 There they burned incense on all the high places, like the
nations whom the Lord had carried away before them; and they did wicked things to
provoke the Lord to anger, 12 for they served idols, of which the Lord had said to
them, ““You shall not do this thing.”

13 The Lord Warned --1Israel and Judah through all His prophets and every seer, saying
---“Turn/repent from your Evil Ways and keep/obey My commandments—

My statutes according to all the law which | commanded your fathers, and which | sent
to you through My servants the prophets.”

14 However --they did --Not Listen, but stiffened their neck like their fathers, who did
Not Believe in the Lord their God.

15 And they rejected His statutes and His covenant that He had made with their fathers,
and His testimonies which He had testified against them; they followed idols, became
idolaters, and went after the nations who were all around them, concerning whom
the Lord had charged them that they should not do like them. 16 So they left all the
commandments of the Lord their God, made for themselves a molded image and two
calves, made a wooden image and worshiped all the host of heaven, and served baal.



17 And they caused their sons and daughters to pass through the fire, practiced
witchcraft and soothsaying, and sold themselves to do evil in the sight of the Lord, to --
Provoke Him to Anger—

18 Therefore the Lord was very Angry with Israel, and Removed them from His sight;
there was none left but the tribe of Judah alone.

19 Also Judah did not keep/obey the commandments of the Lord their God, but walked
in the statutes of Israel which they made.

20 And the Lord rejected all the descendants of Israel, afflicted them, and delivered them
into the hand of plunderers, until He had cast them --from His sight.

21 For He tore Israel from the house of David, and they made Jeroboam the son of
Nebat king. Then Jeroboam drove Israel from following the Lord, and made them
commit a great Sin.

22 For the children of Israel walked in all the Sins of Jeroboam which he did; they did
not depart from them, 23 until the Lord removed Israel out of His sight, as He had said
by all His servants the prophets.

So, Israel was carried away from their own land to Assyria, as it is to this day.

24 Then the king of Assyria brought people from Babylon, Cuthah, Ava, Hamath, and
from Sepharvaim, and placed them in the cities of Samaria instead of the children of
Israel; and they took possession of Samaria and dwelt in its cities. 25 And it was so, at
the beginning of their dwelling there, that they did not fear the Lord; therefore

the Lord sent lions among them, which killed some of them.

26 So they spoke to the king of Assyria, saying, “The nations whom you have removed
and placed in the cities of Samaria do not know the rituals of the God of the land;
therefore He has sent lions among them, and indeed, they are killing them because they
do not know the rituals of the God of the land.”

27 Then the king of Assyria commanded, saying, “Send there one of the priests whom
you brought from there; let him go and dwell there, and let him teach them the rituals of
the God of the land.” 28 Then one of the priests whom they had carried away from
Samaria came and dwelt in Bethel, and taught them how they should fear the Lord.

29 However every nation continued to make gods of its own and put them in the shrines
on the high places which the Samaritans had made, every nation in the cities where they
dwelt. 30 The men of Babylon made Succoth Benoth, the men of Cuth made Nergal, the
men of Hamath made Ashima, 31 and the Avites made Nibhaz and Tartak; and the
Sepharvites burned their children in fire to Adrammelech and Anammelech, the gods of
Sepharvaim.

32 So they feared the Lord, and from every class they appointed for themselves priests
of the high places, who sacrificed for them in the shrines of the high places. 33 They
feared the Lord yet served their own gods—according to the rituals of the nations from



among whom they were carried away.
34 To this day they do according to the earlier customs:

--they do Not Fear the Lord --nor do they follow their statutes or their ordinances or the
law, or the commandments which the Lord Commanded the sons of Jacob, whom He
named Israel; 35 with whom the Lord made a Covenant and Commanded them, saying,
--“You shall Not Fear other gods, nor bow down yourselves to them nor serve them nor
sacrifice to them.

36 But the Lord --who brought you up from the land of Egypt with great power and with

an outstretched arm --

--God Almighty is whom --You Shall Fear --and to Him you shall Bow Yourselves
Down --and to Him you shall sacrifice.

37 The statutes and the ordinances and the law and the commandment which He wrote
for you, you shall observe to do forever -- and you shall Not fear other gods.

38 The Covenant that | have made with you, you shall Not Forget, nor shall you fear
other gods.

39 But the Lord your God you Shall Fear --and He will Deliver you from the hand of
All vour Enemies.”

40 However, they --did Not Listen -- but they did according to their earlier
custom. 41 So while these nations feared the Lord, they also served their idols; their
children likewise and their grandchildren, as their fathers did, so they do to this day.

CHAPTER 18

1 Now it came about in the third year of Hoshea, the son of Elah king of Israel, that
Hezekiah the son of Ahaz king of Judah became King. 2 He was twenty-five years old
when he became king, and he reigned twenty-nine years in Jerusalem; and his mother’s
name was Abi the daughter of Zechariah. 3 He did Right in the sight of the Lord,
according to all that his father David had done.

4 He removed the high places and broke down the sacred pillars and cut down the
Asherah/idols. He also broke in pieces the bronze serpent that Moses had made, for until
those days the sons of Israel burned incense to it; and it was called Nehushtan.

5 --He Trusted in the Lord, the God of Israel; so that after him --there was none like
him among all the kings of Judah, nor among those who were before him

. 6 For he clung to the Lord; he did not depart from following Him, but kept His
commandments, which the Lord had commanded Moses.
7 The Lord was with him; he prospered wherever he went. And he rebelled against the




king of Assyria and did not serve him. 8 He subdued the Philistines, as far as Gaza and
its territory, from watchtower to fortified city.

9 Now it came to pass in the fourth year of King Hezekiah, which was the seventh year
of Hoshea the son of Elah, king of Israel, that Shalmaneser king of Assyria came up
against Samaria and besieged it. 10 And at the end of three years they took it. In the
sixth year of Hezekiah, that is, the ninth year of Hoshea king of Israel, Samaria was
taken.

11 Then the king of Assyria carried Israel away captive to Assyria, and put them in
Halah and by the Habor, the River of Gozan, and in the cities of the Medes, 12 because
they did Not Obey the voice of the Lord their God, but transgressed His covenant and all
that Moses the servant of the Lord had commanded; and they would neither hear nor

do them.

13 Now in the fourteenth year of King Hezekiah, Sennacherib king of Assyria came up
against all the fortified cities of Judah and seized them.

14 Then Hezekiah king of Judah sent to the king of Assyria at Lachish, saying, “I have
done wrong; turn away from me; whatever you impose on me [ will pay.”

And the king of Assyria assessed Hezekiah king of Judah three hundred talents of silver
and thirty talents of gold. 15 So Hezekiah gave him all the silver that was found in the
house of the Lord and in the treasuries of the king’s house. 16 At that time Hezekiah
stripped the gold from the doors of the temple of the Lord, and from the pillars which
Hezekiah king of Judah had overlaid, and gave it to the king of Assyria.

17 Then the king of Assyria sent the Tartan, the Rabsaris, and the Rabshakeh from
Lachish, with a great army against Jerusalem, to King Hezekiah. And they went up and
came to Jerusalem. When they had come up, they went and stood by the aqueduct from
the upper pool, which was on the highway to the Fuller’s Field.

18 And when they had called to the king, Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, who was over the
household, Shebna the scribe, and Joah the son of Asaph, the recorder, came out to
them. 19 Then the Rabshakeh said to them, “Say now to Hezekiah, ‘Thus says the great
king, the King of Assyria: “What confidence is this in which you trust?

20 You speak of having plans and power for war; but they are mere words. And in whom
do you trust, that you rebel against me? 21 Now look --You are trusting in the staff of
this broken reed, Egypt, on which if a man leans, it will go into his hand and pierce it.
So is Pharaoh king of Egypt to all who trust in him.

22 But if you say to me, ‘We trust in the Lord our God,’ is it not He whose high places
and whose altars Hezekiah has taken away, and said to Judah and Jerusalem, “You shall
worship before this altar in Jerusalem’?”’

23 Now therefore, I urge you, give a pledge to my master the King of Assyria, and | will
give you two thousand horses—if you are able on your part to put riders on



them. 24 How then will you repel one captain of the least of my master’s servants, and
put your trust in Egypt for chariots and horsemen? 25 Have | now come up without
the Lord against this place to destroy it? The Lord said to me, ‘Go up against this land,
and destroy it.””

26 Then Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, Shebna, and Joah said to the Rabshakeh, “Please
speak to your servants in Aramaic, for we understand it; and do not speak to us
in Hebrew in the hearing of the people who are on the wall.”

27 But the Rabshakeh said to them, “Has my master sent me to your master and to you
to speak these words, and not to the men who sit on the wall, who will eat and drink
their own waste with you?”

28 Then Rabshakeh stood and cried with a loud voice in Judean, saying, “Hear the word
of the great king, the king of Assyria.

29 Thus says the king, ‘Do not let Hezekiah deceive you, for he will not be able to
deliver you from my hand,

30 -- nor let Hezekiah make you Trust in the Lord, saying --“The Lord will surely
deliver us, and this city will Not be given --into the hand of the king of Assyria.”

31 Do not listen to Hezekiah, for thus says the king of Assyria, “Make your peace with
me and come out to me, and eat each of his vine and each of his fig tree and drink each
of the waters of his own cistern,

32 until I come and take you away to a land like your own land, a land of grain and new
wine, a land of bread and vineyards, a land of olive trees and honey, that you may live
and not die.” But do not listen to Hezekiah when he misleads you, saying, “The

Lord will deliver us.” 33 Has any one of the gods of the nations delivered his land from
the hand of the king of Assyria?

34 Where are the gods of Hamath and Arpad? Where are the gods of Sepharvaim, Hena
and lvvah? Have they delivered Samaria from my hand?

35 Who among all the gods of the lands have delivered their land from my hand, that the
Lord should deliver Jerusalem from my hand?’

36 But the people were silent and answered him not a word,
for the king’s commandment was --“Do Not answer him.”

37 Then Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, who was over the household, Shebna the scribe, and
Joah the son of Asaph, the recorder, came to Hezekiah with their clothes torn, and told
him the words of the Rabshakeh.



CHAPTER 19

1 When King Hezekiah heard about being attacked by Assyria --he tore his clothes,
covered himself with sackcloth/mourning -- and entered the house of the Lord. 2 Then
he sent Eliakim who was over the household with Shebna the scribe and the elders of the
priests, covered with sackcloth, to Isaiah the prophet the son of Amoz.

3 They said to him, “Thus says Hezekiah, ‘This day is a day of distress, rebuke, and
rejection; for children have come to birth and there is no strength to deliver.

4 Perhaps the Lord your God will hear all the words of Rabshakeh, whom his master the
king of Assyria has sent to reproach/Mock --the living God, and will rebuke the words
which the Lord your God has heard. Therefore, offer a prayer for the remnant that is
left.” ” 5 So the servants of King Hezekiah came to Isaiah.

6 Isaiah said to them, “Thus you shall say to your master, ‘Thus says the Lord --Do Not
be Afraid --because of the words that you have heard, with which the servants of the
king of Assyria have blasphemed Me. 7 Behold --1 will put a spirit in him so that he will
hear a rumor and return to his own land --And | will make him fall by the sword in his
own land.”

8 Then the Rabshakeh returned and found the king of Assyria warring against Libnah,
for he heard that he had departed from Lachish. 9 And the king heard concerning
Tirhakah king of Ethiopia, “Look, he has come out to make war with you.” So he again
sent messengers to Hezekiah, saying, 10 “Thus you shall speak to Hezekiah king of
Judah, saying: ‘Do not let your God in whom you trust deceive you, saying, “Jerusalem
shall not be given into the hand of the king of Assyria.”

11 Look You have heard what the kings of Assyria have done to all lands by utterly
destroying them; and shall you be delivered? 12 Have the gods of the nations delivered
those whom my fathers have destroyed, Gozan and Haran and Rezeph, and the people
of Eden who were in Telassar? 13 Where is the king of Hamath, the king of Arpad, and
the king of the city of Sepharvaim, Hena, and Ivah?’”

14 And Hezekiah received the letter from the hand of the messengers and read it; and
Hezekiah went up to the house of the Lord, and spread it before the Lord. 15 Then
Hezekiah prayed before the Lord, and said: “O Lord God of Israel, the One who
dwells between the cherubim, You are God, You alone, of all the kingdoms of the earth.
You have made Heaven and Earth.

16 Incline Your ear, O Lord, and hear; open Your eyes, O Lord, and see; and hear the
words of Sennacherib, which he has sent to reproach the living God. 17 Truly, Lord, the
kings of Assyria have laid waste the nations and their lands, 18 and have cast their gods
into the fire; for they were not gods, but the work of men’s hands—wood and stone.



Therefore, they destroyed them

19 Hezekiah said -- Now, O Lord our God, | pray, deliver us from his hand that all the
kingdoms of the earth may know that You alone, O Lord, are God.

20 Then Isaiah the son of Amoz sent to Hezekiah saying,

“Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel --‘Because you have Prayed to Me about
Sennacherib king of Assyria --1 have Heard you.’

21 This is the word which the Lord has spoken concerning him:

“The virgin, the daughter of Zion,

Has despised you, laughed you to scorn;
The daughter of Jerusalem

Has shaken her head behind your back.

22 ‘“Whom have you reproached and blasphemed?
Against whom have you raised your voice,

And lifted up your eyes on high?

Against the Holy One of Israel.

23 By your messengers you have reproached the Lord,
And said: “By the multitude of my chariots

| have come up to the height of the mountains,

To the limits of Lebanon;

I will cut down its tall cedars

And its choice cypress trees;

I will enter the extremity of its borders,

To its fruitful forest.

24 | have dug and drunk strange water,

And with the soles of my feet | have dried up

All the brooks of defense.”

25 ‘Did you not hear long ago

How | made it,

From ancient times that | formed it?

Now | have brought it to pass,

That you should be

For crushing fortified cities into heaps of ruins.
26 Therefore their inhabitants had little power;
They were dismayed and confounded,

They were as the grass of the field

And the green herb,

As the grass on the housetops

And grain blighted before it is grown.

27 ‘But | know your dwelling place,



You’re going out and your coming in,

And your rage against Me.

28 Because your rage against Me and your tumult
Have come up to My ears,

Therefore | will put My hook in your nose

And My bridle in your lips,

And | will turn you back

By the way which you came.

29 “This shall be a sign to you:

“You shall eat this year such as grows of itself,

And in the second year what springs from the same;

Also in the third year sow and reap,

Plant vineyards and eat the fruit of them.

30 And the remnant who have escaped of the house of Judah
Shall again take root downward,

And bear fruit upward.

31 For out of Jerusalem shall go a remnant,

And those who escape from Mount Zion.

The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.’

32 ‘Therefore thus says the Lord concerning the King of Assyria,

--“He will not come to this city or shoot an arrow there; and he will not come before it
with a shield or throw up a siege ramp against it.

33 By the way that he came, by the same he will return,

--and he shall Not Come to this city,” ’ declares the Lord.

34 -- ‘For I will Defend this City --to save it for My own sake and for My servant
David’s sake.” ”

35 Then it happened that night that the Angel of the Lord went out --

--and --struck 185,000 in the camp of the Assyrians; and when men rose early in the
morning, behold --all of them were dead.

36 So Sennacherib king of Assyria departed and returned home, and lived at
Nineveh. 37 It came about as he was worshiping in the house of nisroch his god, that
Adrammelech and Sharezer --Killed Him with the sword --and they escaped into the
land of Ararat. And Esarhaddon his son became king in his place.

CHAPTER 20

1 In those days Hezekiah became mortally ill. And Isaiah the prophet the son of Amoz
came to him and said to him, “Thus says the Lord, ‘Set your house in order, for you shall
die and not live.” ” 2 Then he turned his face to the wall and Prayed to the Lord,



saying, 3 “Remember now, O Lord, I beseech You, how I have walked before You in
truth and with a whole heart and have done what is good in Your sight.” And Hezekiah
wept bitterly.

4 Before Isaiah had gone out of the middle court, the Word of the Lord came to him,
saying,

5 “Return and say to Hezekiah the leader of My people, ‘Thus says the Lord --the God
of your father David,
“l have heard your prayer --1 have seen your tears; behold --1 will Heal You. --

On the third day you shall go up to the house of the Lord. 6 | will add fifteen years to
your life, and | will deliver you and this city from the hand of the king of Assyria; and |
will defend this city for My own sake and for My servant David’s sake.” 7 Then Isaiah
said, “Take a cake of figs.” And they took and --laid it on the boil, and he Recovered.

8 Now Hezekiah said to Isaiah, “What will be the sign that the Lord will heal me, and
that I shall go up to the house of the Lord the third day?” 9 Isaiah said, “This shall be the
sign to you from the Lord, that the Lord will do the thing that He has spoken: shall the
shadow go forward ten steps or go back ten steps?”

10 So Hezekiah answered, “It is easy for the shadow to decline ten steps/go down 10
degrees so let the shadow turn backward ten steps.” 11 Isaiah the prophet cried to the
Lord, and He brought the shadow on the sundial stairway back ten steps by which it had
gone down on the sundial stairway of Ahaz.

12 At that time Berodach-Baladan the son of Baladan, King of Babylon, sent letters and
a present to Hezekiah, for he heard that Hezekiah had been sick. 13 And Hezekiah was
attentive to them and showed them all the house of his treasures—the silver and gold,
the spices and precious ointment, and all his armory—all that was found among his
treasures. There was nothing in his house or in all his dominion that Hezekiah did not
show them.

14 Then Isaiah the prophet went to King Hezekiah, and said to him, “What did these
men say, and from where did they come to you?”

So Hezekiah said, “They came from a far country, from Babylon.”
15 And he said, “What have they seen in your house?”

So Hezekiah answered, “They have seen all that is in my house; there is nothing among
my treasures that [ have not shown them.”

16 Then Isaiah said to Hezekiah, “Hear the Word of the Lord: 17 ‘Behold, the days are
coming when all that is in your house, and what your fathers have accumulated until this
day, shall be carried to Babylon; nothing shall be left,” says the Lord. 18 ‘And they shall



take away some of your sons who will descend from you, whom you will beget; and
they shall be eunuchs in the palace of the King of Babylon.””

19 So Hezekiah said to Isaiah, “The word of the Lord which you have spoken is good.”
For he said, “Will there not be peace and truth at least in my days?”

20 Now the rest of the acts of Hezekiah and all his might, and how he made the pool and
the conduit and brought water into the city, are they not written in the Book of the
Chronicles of the Kings of Judah? 21 So Hezekiah slept with his fathers, and Manasseh
his son became king in his place.

CHAPTER 21

1 Manasseh --was twelve years old when he became king, and he reigned fifty-five years
in Jerusalem; and his mother’s name was Hephzibah.

2 --He did Evil in the sight of the Lord, according to the abominations of the nations
whom the Lord dispossessed before the sons of Israel. 3 For he rebuilt the high places
which Hezekiah his father had destroyed; and he erected altars for baal and made an
asherah, as Ahab king of Israel had done, and worshiped all the host of heaven and
served them.

4 He built altars in the House of the Lord, of which the Lord had said, “In Jerusalem I
will put My name.” 5 For he built altars for all the host of heaven in the two courts of
the house of the Lord. 6 He made his son pass through the fire, practiced witchcraft and
used divination, and dealt with mediums and spiritualists.

--He did much Evil in the sight of the Lord Provoking Him to Anger --

7 Then he set the carved image of asherah that he had made, in the house of which the
Lord said to David and to his son Solomon, “In this house and in Jerusalem, which I
have chosen from all the tribes of Israel, | will put My name forever.

8 And | will not make the feet of Israel wander anymore from the land which | gave their
fathers, if only they will observe to do according to all that | have commanded them, and
according to all the law that My servant Moses commanded them.”

9 --But they did Not Listen,

--and Manasseh Seduced them to do Evil More Than --the nations whom the

Lord destroyed before the sons of Israel.

10 Now the Lord spoke through His servants the prophets, saying, 11 “Because
Manasseh king of Judah has done these abominations, having done wickedly more than
all the Ammorites did who were before him, and has also made Judah sin with his
idols; 12 therefore thus says Almighty God --‘Behold, I am --

bringing such calamity/destruction on Jerusalem and Judah --that whoever hears of it,
both their ears will tingle.




15 -- Because they have done Evil in My sight, and
--have been Provoking Me to Anger --since the day their fathers came from Eqypt,
-- even to this day.””

16 Moreover, Manasseh shed very much innocent blood until he had filled Jerusalem
from one end to another; besides his sin with which he made Judah sin, in doing evil in
the sight of the Lord.

17 Now the rest of the acts of Manasseh and all that he did and his sin which he
committed, are they not written in the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of

Judah? 18 And Manasseh slept with his fathers.

19 Amon was twenty-two years old when he became king, and he reigned two years in
Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Meshullemeth the daughter of Haruz of Jotbah.

20 And he did evil in the sight of the Lord, as his father Manasseh had done. 21 So he
walked in all the ways that his father had walked; and he served the idols that his father
had served, and worshiped them. 22 He forsook the Lord God of his fathers, and did not
walk in the way of the Lord.

23 Then the servants of Amon conspired against him, and killed the King in his own
house. 24 But the people of the land executed all those who had conspired against King
Amon. Then the people of the land made his son Josiah king in his place.

25 Now the rest of the acts of Amon which he did, are they not written in the book of the
chronicles of the kings of Judah? 26 And he was buried in his tomb in the garden of
Uzza. Then Josiah his son reigned in his place.

CHAPTER 22

1 Josiah --was eight years old when he became king, and he reigned thirty-one years in
Jerusalem; and his mother’s name was Jedidah the daughter of Adaiah of Bozkath.

2 --He did right in the sight of the Lord and walked in all the way of his father David,
nor did he turn aside to the right or to the left.

3 Now it came to pass, in the eighteenth year of King Josiah, that the king sent Shaphan
the scribe, the son of Azaliah, the son of Meshullam, to the house of the Lord, saying:

4 “Go up to Hilkiah the high priest, that he may count the money which has

been brought into the house of the Lord, which the doorkeepers have gathered from the
people. 5 And let them deliver it into the hand of those doing the work, who are the
overseers in the house of the Lord; let them give it to those who are in the house of

the Lord doing the work, to repair the damages of the house— 6 to carpenters and
builders and masons—and to buy timber and hewn stone to repair the house.

7 However there need be no accounting made with them of the money delivered into
their hand, because they deal faithfully.”



8 Hilkiah the high priest said to Shaphan the scribe --“I have found the Book of the Law
in the house of the Lord.” And Hilkiah gave the book to Shaphan who read it. 9 Shaphan
the scribe came to the king and brought back word to the king and said, “Your servants
have emptied out the money that was found in the house, and have delivered it into the
hand of the workmen who have the oversight of the house of the Lord.”

10 Moreover, Shaphan the scribe told the king saying, “Hilkiah the priest has given me a
book.” And Shaphan read it in the presence of the king.

11 When King Josiah -- heard the Words of the Book of the Law --he tore his clothes.

12 Then the king commanded Hilkiah the priest, Ahikam the son of Shaphan, Achbor the
son of Micah, Shaphan the scribe, and Asaiah the king’s servant saying, 13 “Go, inquire
of the Lord for me and the people and all Judah concerning the words of this book that
has been found, --for great is the Wrath of the Lord that burns against us,

--because our fathers have --Not Listened to the Words of this book,

--to do according to --All that is written concerning us.”

14 So Hilkiah the priest, Ahikam, Achbor, Shaphan, and Asaiah went to Huldah the
prophetess, the wife of Shallum the son of Tikvah, the son of Harhas, keeper of the
wardrobe. (She dwelt in Jerusalem in the Second Quarter.) And they spoke with

her. 15 Then she said to them, “Thus says the Lord God of Israel, ‘Tell the man who sent
you to Me,

16 “Thus says the Lord: ‘Behold, | will bring calamity on this place and on its
inhabitants—all the words of the book which the king of Judah has read— 17 because
they have forsaken Me and burned incense to other gods, that they might provoke Me to
anger with all the works of their hands. Therefore My wrath shall be aroused against this
place and shall not be quenched.””

18 But as for the king of Judah, who sent you to inquire of the Lord, in this manner you
shall speak to him, “Thus says the Lord God of Israel: “Concerning the words which you
have heard— 19 because your heart was tender, and you humbled yourself before

the Lord when you heard what | spoke against this place and against its inhabitants, that
they would become a desolation and a curse, and you tore your clothes and wept before
Me, I also have heard you,” says the Lord.

20 “Surely, therefore, I will gather you to your fathers, and you shall be gathered to your
grave in peace; and your eyes shall not see all the calamity which I will bring on this
place.” *” So they brought back word to the king.



CHAPTER 23

1 Then the King sent, and they gathered to him all the elders of Judah and of
Jerusalem. 2 The king went up to the house of the Lord and all the men of Judah and all
the inhabitants of Jerusalem with him, and the priests and the prophets and all the
people, both small and great;

--and he -- Read in their hearing --All the Words of the Book of the Covenant --

-- which was found in the house of the Lord.

3 The King stood by the pillar and made a Covenant before the Lord --to walk after the
Lord,

--and to keep/obey --His commandments and His testimonies and His statutes with --
All his heart and all his soul, to carry out the words of this Covenant that were written in

this book.
--And all the people entered into the Covenant.

4 And the king commanded Hilkiah the high priest, the priests of the second order, and
the doorkeepers, to bring out of the temple of the Lord all the articles that were made for
baal, for asherah, and for all the host of heaven; and he burned them outside Jerusalem
in the fields of Kidron, and carried their ashes to Bethel.

5 Then he removed the idolatrous priests whom the kings of Judah had ordained to burn
incense on the high places in the cities of Judah and in the places all around Jerusalem,
and those who burned incense to baal, to the sun, to the moon, to the constellations, and
to all the host of heaven.

6 And he brought out the wooden image from the house of the Lord, to the Brook
Kidron outside Jerusalem, burned it at the Brook Kidron and ground it to ashes, and
threw its ashes on the graves of the common people. 7 Then he tore down

the ritual booths of the perverted persons that were in the house of the Lord, where
the women wove hangings for the wooden image.

8 And he brought all the priests from the cities of Judah, and defiled the high places
where the priests had burned incense, from Geba to Beersheba; also he broke down the
high places at the gates which were at the entrance of the Gate of Joshua the governor of
the city, which were to the left of the city gate. 9 Nevertheless the priests of the high
places did not come up to the altar of the Lord in Jerusalem, but they ate unleavened
bread among their brethren.

10 And he defiled Topheth, which is in the Valley of the Son of Hinnom, that no man
might make his son or his daughter pass through the fire to molech. 11 Then he removed
the horses that the kings of Judah had dedicated to the sun, at the entrance to the house
of the Lord, by the chamber of Nathan-Melech, the officer who was in the court; and he
burned the chariots of the sun with fire.

12 The altars that were on the roof, the upper chamber of Ahaz, which the kings of Judah



had made, and the altars which Manasseh had made in the two courts of the house of
the Lord, the king broke down and pulverized there, and threw their dust into the Brook
Kidron.

13 Then the king defiled the high places that were east of Jerusalem, which were on
the south of the Mount of Corruption, which Solomon king of Israel had built for
Ashtoreth the abomination of the Sidonians, for Chemosh the abomination of the
Moabites, and for Milcom the abomination of the people of Ammon.

14 And he broke in pieces the sacred pillars and cut down the wooden images, and filled
their places with the bones of men.

15 Moreover the altar that was at Bethel, and the high place which Jeroboam the son of
Nebat, who made Israel sin, had made, both that altar and the high place he broke down;
and he burned the high place and crushed it to powder, and burned the wooden image.

16 As Josiah turned, he saw the tombs that were there on the mountain. And he sent and
took the bones out of the tombs and burned them on the altar, and defiled it according to
the word of the Lord which the man of God proclaimed, who proclaimed these

words. 17 Then he said, “What gravestone is this that I see?”

So the men of the city told him, “It is the tomb of the man of God who came from Judah
and proclaimed these things which you have done against the altar of Bethel.”

18 And he said, “Let him alone; let no one move his bones.” So they let his bones alone,
with the bones of the prophet who came from Samaria.

19 Now Josiah also took away all the shrines of the high places that were in the cities of
Samaria, which the kings of Israel had made to provoke the Lord to anger; and he did to
them according to all the deeds he had done in Bethel. 20 He executed all the priests of
the high places who were there, on the altars, and burned men’s bones on them; and he
returned to Jerusalem.

21 Then the king commanded all the people, saying, “Keep the Passover to

the Lord your God, as it is written in this Book of the Covenant.” 22 Such a Passover
surely had never been held since the days of the judges who judged Israel, nor in all the
days of the kings of Israel and the kings of Judah. 23 But in the eighteenth year of King
Josiah this Passover was held before the Lord in Jerusalem.

24 Moreover, Josiah --removed the mediums and the spiritualists and the teraphim and
the idols and --all the abominations that were seen in the land of Judah and in Jerusalem,
that he might confirm the words of the law which were written in the book that Hilkiah
the priest found in the house of the Lord.

25 -- Before him there was no King like Josiah --who turned to the Lord with All his
Heart and with all his soul and with all his might, according to all the law of Moses; nor
did any like him arise after him.



26 However, the Lord did not turn from the fierceness of His great wrath with which His
Anger burned against Judah, because of all the provocations with which Manasseh had
provoked Him.

27 The Lord said, “I will remove Judah also from My sight, as I have removed Israel.
And I will cast off Jerusalem, this city which | have chosen, and the temple of which |
said, ‘My name shall be there.” ”

28 Now the rest of the acts of Josiah and all that he did, are they not written in the Book
of the Chronicles of the Kings of Judah? 29 In his days Pharaoh Neco king of Egypt
went up to the king of Assyria to the river Euphrates.

And King Josiah went to meet him --and when Pharaoh Neco saw him --he Killed Him
at Megiddo.

30 His servants drove his body in a chariot from Megiddo, and brought him to Jerusalem
and buried him in his own tomb. Then the people of the land took Jehoahaz the son of
Josiah and anointed him and made him king in place of his father.

CHAPTER 24

1 In his days Nebuchadnezzar King of Babylon came up, and Jehoiakim became his
vassal for three years. Then he turned and rebelled against him. 2 And the Lord sent
against him raiding bands of Chaldeans, bands of Syrians, bands of Moabites, and bands
of the people of Ammon; He sent them against Judah to destroy it, according to the word
of the Lord which He had spoken by His servants the prophets.

3 Surely at the commandment of the Lord this came upon Judah, to remove them from
His sight because of the sins of Manasseh, according to all that he had done, 4 and also
because of the innocent blood that he had shed; for he had filled Jerusalem with innocent
blood, which the Lord would not pardon.

5 Now the rest of the acts of Jehoiakim, and all that he did, are they not written in the
book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah? 6 So Jehoiakim rested with his fathers.
Then Jehoiachin his son reigned in his place.

7 And the king of Egypt did not come out of his land anymore, for the king of Babylon
had taken all that belonged to the king of Egypt from the Brook of Egypt to the River
Euphrates.

8 Jehoiachin was eighteen years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem
three months. His mother’s name was Nehushta the daughter of Elnathan of

Jerusalem. 9 And he did evil in the sight of the Lord, according to all that his father had
done.

10 At that time the servants of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came up against



Jerusalem, and the city was besieged. 11 And Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came
against the city, as his servants were besieging it. 12 Then Jehoiachin king of Judah, his
mother, his servants, his princes, and his officers went out to the king of Babylon; and
the king of Babylon, in the eighth year of his reign, took him prisoner.

13 And he carried out from there all the treasures of the house of the Lord and the
treasures of the king’s house, and he cut in pieces all the articles of gold which Solomon
king of Israel had made in the temple of the Lord, as the Lord had said. 14 Also he
carried into captivity all Jerusalem: all the captains and all the mighty men of valor, ten
thousand captives, and all the craftsmen and smiths. None remained except the poorest
people of the land.

15 And he carried Jehoiachin captive to Babylon. The king’s mother, the king’s wives,
his officers, and the mighty of the land he carried into captivity from Jerusalem to
Babylon. 16 All the valiant men, seven thousand, and craftsmen and smiths, one
thousand, all who were strong and fit for war, these the king of Babylon brought captive
to Babylon.

17 Then the king of Babylon made Mattaniah, Jehoiachin’s[d] uncle, king in his place,
and changed his name to Zedekiah.

18 Zedekiah was twenty-one years old when he became king, and he reigned eleven
years in Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Hamutal the daughter of Jeremiah of

Libnah. 19 He also did evil in the sight of the Lord, according to all that Jehoiakim had
done. 20 For because of the anger of the Lord this happened in Jerusalem and Judah, that
He finally cast them out from His presence. Then Zedekiah rebelled against the king of
Babylon.

CHAPTER 25

1 Now it came to pass in the ninth year of his reign, in the tenth month, on the

tenth day of the month, that Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon and all his army came
against Jerusalem and encamped against it; and they built a siege wall against it all
around. 2 So the city was besieged until the eleventh year of King Zedekiah. 3 By the
ninth day of the fourth month the Famine had become so severe in the city that there was
no food for the people of the land.

4 Then the city wall was broken through, and all the men of war fled at night by way of
the gate between two walls, which was by the king’s garden, even though the
Chaldeans were still encamped all around against the city. And the king went by way of
the plain. 5 But the army of the Chaldeans pursued the king, and they overtook him in
the plains of Jericho. All his army was scattered from him.

6 So they took the king and brought him up to the king of Babylon at Riblah, and they
pronounced judgment on him. 7 Then they killed the sons of Zedekiah before his
eyes, put out the eyes of Zedekiah, bound him with bronze fetters, and took him to
Babylon.



8 And in the fifth month, on the seventh day of the month (which was the nineteenth
year of King Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon), Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard, a
servant of the king of Babylon, came to Jerusalem. 9 He burned the house of

the Lord and the king’s house; all the houses of Jerusalem, that is, all the houses of the
great, he burned with fire. 10 And all the army of the Chaldeans who were with the
captain of the guard broke down the walls of Jerusalem all around.

11 Then Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard carried away captive the rest of the
people who remained in the city and the defectors who had deserted to the king of
Babylon, with the rest of the multitude. 12 But the captain of the guard left some of the
poor of the land as vinedressers and farmers. 13 The bronze pillars that were in the
house of the Lord, and the carts and the bronze Sea that were in the house of the Lord,
the Chaldeans broke in pieces, and carried their bronze to Babylon.

14 They also took away the pots, the shovels, the trimmers, the spoons, and all the
bronze utensils with which the priests ministered. 15 The firepans and the basins, the
things of solid gold and solid silver, the captain of the guard took away. 16 The two
pillars, one Sea, and the carts, which Solomon had made for the house of the Lord, the
bronze of all these articles was beyond measure.

17 The height of one pillar was eighteen cubits, and the capital on it was of bronze. The
height of the capital was three cubits, and the network and pomegranates all around the
capital were all of bronze. The second pillar was the same, with a network.

18 And the captain of the guard took Seraiah the chief priest, Zephaniah the second
priest, and the three doorkeepers.

19 He also took out of the city an officer who had charge of the men of war, five men
of the king’s close associates who were found in the city, the chief recruiting officer of
the army, who mustered the people of the land, and sixty men of the people of the

land who were found in the city.

20 So Nebuzaradan, captain of the guard, took these and brought them to the king of
Babylon at Riblah. 21 Then the king of Babylon struck them and put them to death at
Riblah in the land of Hamath. Thus, Judah was carried away captive from its own land.

22 Then he made Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, the son of Shaphan, governor over the
people who remained in the land of Judah, whom Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon had
left. 23 Now when all the captains of the armies, they and their men, heard that the king
of Babylon had made Gedaliah governor, they came to Gedaliah at Mizpah—Ishmael
the son of Nethaniah, Johanan the son of Careah, Seraiah the son of Tanhumeth the
Netophathite, and Jaazaniah the son of a Maachathite, they and their men.

24 And Gedaliah took an oath before them and their men, and said to them, “Do not be
afraid of the servants of the Chaldeans. Dwell in the land and serve the king of Babylon,
and it shall be well with you.”



25 But it happened in the seventh month that Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, the son of
Elishama, of the royal family, came with ten men and struck and killed Gedaliah, the
Jews, as well as the Chaldeans who were with him at Mizpah. 26 And all the people,
small and great, and the captains of the armies, arose and went to Egypt; for they were
afraid of the Chaldeans.

27 Now it came to pass in the thirty-seventh year of the captivity of Jehoiachin king of
Judah, in the twelfth month, on the twenty-seventh day of the month, that Evil-
Merodach king of Babylon, in the year that he began to reign, released Jehoiachin king
of Judah from prison.

28 He spoke kindly to him and gave him a more prominent seat than those of the kings
who were with him in Babylon. 29 So Jehoiachin changed from his prison garments, and
he ate bread regularly before the king all the days of his life. 30 And as for

his provisions, there was a regular ration given him by the king, a portion for each day,
all the days of his life.
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